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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

JAN/FEB/MAR 2022   Editor—Donna Ryan    Asst. Editor—Becky Comer     Est. 1965 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, April 10  2-4:30 p.m. 

PROGRAM; 3 p.m.                

Flood 1972 Movie  

______________ 
 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Monday, June 20, 2022 

Coordinator: Louise Schwartz 

717.479.1511 

Helpers needed                    

Monday AM: preparations                     

Monday PM: servers, hosts, 

cashiers, clean up    

______________ 
 

HAGADORN HOUSE/OFFICE 

Open Friday afternoons 2-4 p.m. 

or call for an appointment: 

607.725.0735               

______________ 

POP/BOTTLE CANS 

Please donate your bottles and 

cans to AHS. There is a metal 

building next to the Almond    

Municipal Building, Main Street.  

Thank you!! It is a HUGE help to 

us financially      

______________ 
 

TENT RENTAL AVAILABLE 

Contact Mike Baker 

607.276.6161 

Story on page 2. 

THE RAWSON MOWER 

By William Wallace Banker 
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THE RAWSON MOWER 

By William Wallace Banker 

During the period of the Civil War three Rawson brothers: 
Isaac, David, and Solomon established one of the first 
mowing machine plants in the United States in the village 
of Almond, N. Y. Isaac built the house at 58 Main St. in 
the village of Almond that over the years was occupied by 
Dr. Dildine, Dr. Bowen and Dr. Rose, all of which are be-
lieved to have had their offices in the residence. For the 
last twenty plus years Cynthia and William Banker have 
lived there. Architects call the design Italianate, character-
ized by the gently sloping roofs, deep overhanging eaves 
(soffits) supported by rows of robust decorative brackets. 
The builder’s name is unknown but there is another house 
in Almond, known as the Lindeman house located at 1 N. 
Main Street, Almond, that has very similar characteristics 
and it is suspected that was from the same builder. 58 
Main has been renovated and added onto over the years 
but the original character of the house has been maintained 
as seen in the Allegany County hard cover history. It also 
shows a pen and ink sketch of Dr. and Mrs. Dildine. 

For many years I have participated in the Allegany Arti-
sans open studio tour. Several years ago a couple came in 
during the tour who had been trying to contact Lee Ryan 
(then president of the Almond Historical Society) to give 
him something for the museum. We told them that we 
would be happy to pass it along. We could hardly 
believe our good fortune when they gave us an orig-
inal brochure on the Rawson mowing machine. It 
was not pristine but entirely legible and complete. 
The picture on page one and the price list were taken 
from the brochure which now resides in the museum 
collection. 

The three brothers were good businessmen and the 
mowing machine factory was established on the 
eastern bank of the Canacadea creek on the road 
leading from the village to the Erie Depot. The oper-
ation included a gray iron foundry, machine shop, 
wood shop, paint shop, and an assembly area. Can-
acadea creek supplied the waterpower to turn the 
line shafts that ran the machinery. About twenty 
workmen were employed year-round. The mowers 
were manufactured for ten years in the Village of 
Almond. In the first year,1861, twenty five ma-
chines were sold.  

The creek also powered four grist mills, three 
sawmills, a woolen factory, a furniture factory, and 
a cider mill. 

 

 

Left:  

58 Main 

house 

 

Below: 

Lindeman 

house 

The mechanism of the machine was attached to a wooden frame. It was made in two styles: front and rear cutters. 
The machine was entered in trials against other manufactures machines but it surpassed the performance of all other 
competitors. 

The mowing machine had two driving wheels that are independent and drive the cutters on the cutter bar. The ma-
chine has an upper frame of iron and wood with a lever and a foot pedal that engage and disengage the cutters. When 
backing up, the cutters are always out of gear. Planetary gears are used in the drive mechanism. 
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HANKS MEMORIALS RESTORED AND UPDATED 

Two village memorials, dedicated to the late Leon Hanks 
and his daughter, Martha, received needed facelifts and 
repairs this past summer. 

The gazebo in the Village Park, originally dedicated to Le-
on in September, 1990, was the Eagle Scout project of Ta-
lan Holley, son of Cash and Tasha Davison, and member of 
Alfred Almond Troop 19.  Assisted by Scoutmaster Todd 
Goho in his plans, the gazebo was repaired, pressure 
washed, painted, and received a new roof.  Outlets and a 
light and pavers around the sign and flag pole were in-
stalled.   Major tree trimming took place and stumps 
ground, new spruce trees were planted and flowers planted 
and mulched.  Money and materials were donated from 
local businesses and family, assisting with the project.  

Leon Hanks, who died in January 1989, was the mayor of 
Almond from the 1960s until the early 1970s, said his wife, 
Lillian.  “He always wanted to have something in the 
park,” she said.  “A group of friends wanted to do some-
thing special for him, so they got together and had the ga-
zebo built,”  according to a report in the Alfred Sun, Sep-
tember 9, 1990. 

 

The story goes on:  “The project was started by Bob 
and Betty Costello of Almond, who banded Almond 
citizens together and raised funds.  They had (the late) 
Ron Coleman and students from Alfred State Col-
lege’s Vocational School in Wellsville build the gaze-
bo, Hanks said.  ‘Leon gave me pictures of the gazebo 
that was in the park years ago,’ said Coleman.  ‘He 
was interested in having a new gazebo in the park and 
we thought it would be very fitting.’  

The story continues:  “Coleman said he and the stu-
dents at the vocational school were asked by some of 
the people in the community to build a new one in 
memory of Hanks. The old gazebo was square shaped 
and Coleman said he thought the new octagon shaped 
one would be nicer. ‘At one point or another, the 
whole senior class worked on the gazebo,’ Coleman 
said.  ‘We pre-fabricated some of it at the shop and 
then put it together in the park.’ 

******** 

This fall, Dan Hegarty, one of our AHS board mem-
bers, spent time repairing, painting and cleaning out 
overgrown vines around the rose arbor, located in the 
Hagadorn House lawn.  Although an arbor of sorts 
had been found on the concrete foundation years ago, 
it was replaced in 1998 as a memorial to Martha 
Hanks, daughter of the late Leon Hanks and Lillian 
Guthrie Hanks.  Martha, a member of the AACS 
Class of 1977, was killed in an auto accident in June 
1998 in Massachusetts.   

Lillian noted that the 
rose arbor was an 
appropriate memori-
al for Martha:  
“When she was a kid 
there was an apple 
tree there and she 
and the kids would 
come down and sit in 
the arbor and eat ap-
ples.”  Lillian ex-
plained that in 1998, 
it was in a dilapi-
dated state, and 
friends of Martha 

donated a good sum of money to start the fund to re-
place the rose arbor.  “Someone in Painted Post made 
it – and Lee Ryan and Karl Grantier went down to get 
it”, she said.  “Maureen Costello VanCura donated a 
bench to be placed inside the arbor.  Maureen’s hus-
band, Joe, built the bench.  It means so much that they 
care enough to build one – anyone can buy one,” she 
shared.  

Permanent plaques have been placed on each struc-
ture, remembering the honorees.  

Halan with his parents, Cash and Tasha and his sister, Lilian 
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COAST TO COAST IN 12 CRASHES 

THE VIN FIZ STORY and the LOCAL CONNECTION  SEPTEMBER 1911 

As presented by John Babbitt 

The story of the Vin Fiz, the first coast-to-coast air 
flight which took place in 1911 and made a surprise 
landing in this area was told by John Babbitt at our 
November meeting.   

 “The abrupt visit of Cal Rodgers to the Canisteo Val-
ley on September 23, 1911, made a huge impact on its 
citizens,” John said.  We were once told by the late 
Jim Thomas that his dad, Getchell Thomas, one of 
Almond’s long-gone old-timers, witnessed the crash. 

A shortened version of the story, found on Wikipedia, 
states:  “Less than eight years after Orville and Wilbur 
Wright’s successful 852-foot North Carolina flight, 
Calbraith Perry Rodgers entered a contest by William 
Randolph Hearst who offered a $50,000 prize to the 
first aviator to fly coast to coast in less than 30 days 
start to finish. The first private citizen to buy a Wright 
Model B airplane, Rodgers named the plane after Ar-
mour Company’s new grape soft drink Vin Fiz, whom 
he had persuaded to sponsor his flight. Rodgers had 
taken about 90 minutes of instructions from Orville 
Wright before soloing.  The flight began at 4:30 pm, 
September 17, 1911, when Rodgers took off from the 
Sheepshead Bay Race Track in Brooklyn, New York.  

“Although the plan called for a large number of stops 
along the way, in the end there were 75, including 12 
crashes, and Rodgers was injured several times.” 
John’s extensive story is found in the Kanestio Histor-
ical Society Times: “The Vin Fiz carried no direction-
al instruments, navigating by following railroad 
tracks.   

His first leg that day ended at Middletown NY, a 
104-mile trip taking nearly 2 hours.  The takeoff 
the second day was made in a strong wind.  As 
the Vin Fiz lifted off, a wing struck a tree, and 
Cal crashed into a chicken coop.  The only parts 
undamaged were the radiator and one of the gas 
tanks.  Cal suffered a scalp cut.  The mechanics 
went to work at once, and after two days the Vin 
Fiz was again ready to fly. 

Five days later:  “September 22 he circled Stow 
Park in Binghamton and flew on to Elmira where 
he landed for the night.  Reaching Cameron the 
next morning word flashed to the Canisteo 
Times.  As he approached Canisteo on Saturday 
the 23rd, the aircraft developed trouble and 
Rodgers was forced to land on the Flint Farm be-
tween Canisteo and Hornell instead of the Hor-
nell Fairgrounds where almost 4000 spectators 
had gathered.   

“News of his rough landing spread like wildfire 
among the communities by telegraph, horseback 
and even noon whistles.  Scores of school kids 
raced to the site for autographs.  Mechanics trav-
eling in the railroad car took the Hornell Canisteo 
Electric Railway into Canisteo looking for help.  
The Vin Fiz was hitched to a team of horses and 
towed to Alfred Slawson’s Carriage and Black-
smith Shop at the corner of Maple and Sixth 
Streets in Canisteo.  Twelve employees worked 
through the night to get the Vin Fiz ready for a 
next day flight.  While waiting for repairs, Cal 
spent the night at the Sherwood Hotel.”  (Further 
details of the local “landing”  of this interesting, 
historic flight is detailed in the book, Flight of the 
Vin Fiz  by E. P. Stein.)  

Although Cal did not make the 30-day challenge, 
he did complete the trip.  John tells:  “On No-
vember 5, 1911 more than 20,000 persons 
jammed into Tournament Park in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, waiting for Cal to arrive.  The Vin Fiz re-
sponded and climbed once more into the sky.  
Then the engine failed and the worn-out machine 
plunged 100 feet to the ground.  In the crash, Cal 
broke both legs and his collarbone, along with 
several ribs.  But still he would not give up.  Cal 
didn’t feel his journey was complete until he 
reached the ocean.   

Takeoff from Sheepshead Bay Race Track 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn,_New_York
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COAST TO COAST IN 12 CRASHES—CONT. 

THE VIN FIZ STORY and the LOCAL CONNECTION  SEPTEMBER 1911 

As presented by John Babbitt 

“A month later, Cal again tried and this time his 
dream was fulfilled. On December 10, 1911, the Vin 
Fiz landed on the beach off Long Beach, CA.  He tax-
ied down and let the salty waves of the Pacific wash 
over the wheels of the little plane that had first crossed 
the US.  The crowd gathered on the beach and ap-
plauded the man who walked on crutches with his legs 
in casts.  He had realized his dream.   

“Cal’s actual flying time was 82 hours and two 
minutes.  Bad weather, frequent accidents and night-
fall were the challenges of the flight, with an average 
flying speed of 51 mph.  Cal had fallen out of the air-
craft 15 times during his crashes and all that remained 
of the original Vin Fiz was the vertical rudder and the 
engine drip pan,” John told.  

Sadly, Calbraith Perry Rodgers, descendant of a host 
of distinguished military figures and described in the 
book by his “indomitable spirit and the ever-present 
cigar,”  met a sudden, sad death:   “The next spring, 
April 3, 1912, Cal took off from Long Beach, CA, for 
an exhibition flight.  His aircraft hit a flock of sea 
gulls and he plunged out of control into the Pacific  
His neck was broken, and Cal died a few minutes later 
just a few hundred feet from where the Vin Fiz had 
made aviation history.” 

To complement John’s presentation, Carl Leath-
ersich created a delightful Vin Fiz display in the 
Linn Phelan gallery.  Refreshments, served by 
Jan Leathersich and Cindy Banker, featured 
cookies and Vin Fiz punch, complete with repli-
cas of the beverage bottle.   

(The Vin Fiz, the first aeroplane to fly across the 
American continent, 1911, made by the Wright 
Brothers, Type 'E-X, hangs from the ceiling of in 
the Arts and Industries Building Smithsonian In-
stitution, Washington, DC.) 

50 YEARS AGO - THE FLOOD OF 1972 

 (Editor’s note:  As we prepare to remember the 50-year 
anniversary of the devastating Flood of 1972, we find 
many personal stories, newspaper accounts and pictures 
in our AHS files.  This account is written by late Fred 
Bayless, who was an AHS charter member, board mem-
ber and treasurer for decades.  Many residences suffered 
much more serious damage than his Angelica Street resi-
dence . . . but this gives a picture of some of the events. 
Come to the Sunday, April 10, Open House/meeting at 
AHS at 3 p.m.  We plan to show a movie of the Flood of 
1972 and the vast damages in the Southern Tier.  Other 
stories of local flood damage can be found in various 
AHS newsletters. You, too, may have a story you want to 
tell.   Contact Donna B. Ryan, dryan14804@gmail.com) 

Fred writes:  The tail end of Agnes began pouring rain 
on Almond about 8 p.m. Tuesday June 20.  The steady 
hard rain continued all night.  About 4:15 A.M. Wednes-
day morning the fire siren sounded.  We got up and I 
went down to the Main Street where I could see firemen  

removing people from the houses beyond the Inn (now 
Muhleisen’s).  The Crooks, Washburn and two other 
families were evacuated.  By daylight water was run-
ning down Main Street almost knee deep and washing 
through the above mentioned houses.  A new 12x50’ 
trailer just below the Spratt house (Canacadea Street) 
was lifted up like a leaf and taken downstream. It was 
probably smashed to kindling wood before it reached 
the lower end of the village.   

By 5 A.M. water had broken through the banks above 
the bridge at the upper end of town and was running 
back of the houses on our side of Main Street (west 
side), washing around our house (Angelica Street) and 
thence on to Main Street (however water did not reach 
our first floor).  Angelica Street was also a rushing tor-
rent as the storm sewers couldn’t take that volume.  
About this time the John Ide family (Viola VanOr-
man’s son) who lives over and operated the service  

-continued on page 6- 
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50 YEARS AGO - THE FLOOD OF 1972 - CONT. 

station (now 7/11) at the lower battery were surrounded 
by rushing water so they got into a boat to get over to 
Chapel Street.  However, the swift current took the boat 
into midstream where it capsized.  An 18-year old daugh-
ter and her mother clung to trees a half mile downstream 
and were rescued by firemen:  however John and a five-
year old daughter were drowned.  Because of so much silt 
around the flooded area of the dam, they have not yet 
found the bodies. 

A situation where the new expressway crosses the ledges 
provided a bad hazard.  Instead of putting in a bridge, 
they placed two 14’ tubes and covered them with fill.  
Evidently a floating tree lodged at these trees and collect-
ed debris which plugged the tubes causing a dam and 
flooding the Karr Valley Road for about three miles with 
about 60’ of water at the road fill.  The danger of water 
eroding the fill and letting the water out was always pre-
sent during the next week, so all of the residents of the 
village were evacuated to the school.    We moved many 
of our things upstairs and put chairs and sofas on top of 
tables, took up rugs and then took food and clothing up to 
Auntie’s (the late Gertrude Bayless/Chapel Street).  We 
also took an elderly neighbor and Gertrude Palmer’s sister 
with us. (Gert was in the hospital).  We stayed there until 
the next afternoon when food began to get scarce and with 
no gas or electric we decided to join the others at the 
school. 

There were about 600 people there.  We had cots and 
blankets and slept in classrooms, the cafeteria staff with 
help of others provided food donated by the bread compa-
ny, Richtmyers and McDonalds which was brought in by 
helicopter and (amphibious) ducks.  We had one wedding 
and one birth (Not the same couple).  Had a church ser-
vice Sunday morning with about 70 of all faiths attending.  
Alfred University invited all who wished to stay in their 
student housing units and eat at a university dining room.  
We went up Sunday afternoon: Dorothy, Fred and I were 
billeted in a unit with Lyndon White.  The units had 3 
bedrooms, a bath, kitchenette and a living room.  Meals 
were excellent:  we ate the food on hand for the summer 
school students as the summer session was delayed.  First 
bath in five days.  Monday A.M. I went to work (Fred 
was treasurer of First State Bank Canisteo) via Hartsville 
Hill and Crosby Creek Road.  Found little damage with 
water in the bank basement.  On Sunday and Monday 
firemen pumped out cellars and turned off gas so that we 
were able to go home at 10 A.M. Tuesday.  Controls of 
water heater and water softener had to be replaced and we 
are still waiting for the motor on the furnace to be re-
placed.  

The village is still a mess.  The Guy Washburn house was 
damaged beyond practical repair (Canacadea Street) Ed 
Karr house (next to old telephone office – Main Street) 
was badly washed, the library basement was flooded with 
loss of chairs, tables, etc., and many homes with washers  

and dryers in the basements had that loss besides con-
trols on furnace, water heaters, etc.  The new approach to 
the expressway from the old hardware toward the Bish-
opville road caused damage at the lower battery:  1n 18’ 
deep ditch from the overhead to Main Street was filled 
with sand and dirt from the road excavation which then 
covered the whole area from the manse to Main Street 
with sand from 3-4’ deep.  The Jim Sturdavent House on 
Karrdale Avenue (now the Almond Community Church 
office) was hard hit.  Sand washed to the level of the first 
floor and water washed through the first floor.  We have 
to replace the four downstairs room floors, have torn out 
the hardwood flooring and will put down underlayment 
and carpeting.  The cellar is still knee deep with oozy 
mud.   (End of Bayless story) 

+++++ 

The Hagadorn House was spared, thankfully, from seri-
ous damage.  From an interview with the late Glen 
Leathersich, posted in the July/Aug/Sept 2006 AHS 
newsletter:    When the 1972 flood hit Almond, Glen 
told of his great concern for the Hagadorn House and its 
“treasures” but he was unable to get down into town.  He 
told me this story, and I quote:  “The water was flowing 
like a river on both sides of our house (the brick house 
across from AACS) toward the creek,”– and they joined 
the Almond community as “refugees” at the Alfred Al-
mond School for the night.   “The next day, however, we 
returned home and asked Mr. and Mrs. Don Burdett to 
come over from the school so that they might sleep in a 
bed.  

“The following day, Mr. Burdett got permission to go 
into Almond where the road was closed to traffic to get 
his auto which had been parked up by Max Marvin’s and 
pick up medications at his house.  I rode down with him, 
wanting to get to the Hagadorn House to see what condi-
tions were there.  I found several inches of water still 
pouring down from Karr Valley against the back garage 
door.  I got the door open to rescue some pieces of an-
tique furniture that had been given to the Society by the 
Estate of Mary Lockhart.  A large chest of drawers with 
sandwich glass knobs was sitting in about a foot of mud 
and water.  I attempted to pick it up to set it up onto a 
dry spot.  I succeeded in lifting it up after removing the 
drawer, but when I tried to make a step forward to set it 
down, I found my feet were stuck in the silt.  I thought I 
would have to drop the chest in the water as my feet 
were beginning to pull out of my high-top arctics.  How-
ever, with a long steady pull, I finally got my foot loose 
and deposited the chest at a safe level. . .” 

Staying  to do any more “rescuing” was out of the ques-
tion, since there was so much danger from the huge 
amount of water that  had backed up into Karr Valley. . . 
. .so he walked away and waited until they could get 
back down there and clean up the mess.   
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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 2021   

As per our constitution, the AHS holds an annual meet-
ing every November.  This year’s meeting was on No-
vember 13, 2021.  Prior to the annual report presentation, 
Dan Hegarty conducted the business meeting in the ab-
sence of President Louise Schwartz, who was ill. 

The minutes of the November 17, 2019 annual meeting 
were read by Secretary Donna Ryan. Upon a motion by 
Cindy Banker, seconded by Doris Montgomery, the 
minutes were accepted as read.  Carried. 

Barb Welch passed out ballots for voting on officers, and 
Carl Leathersich collected the ballots and announced that 
12 votes were cast for the reelection of Mike Baker and 
Dan Hegarty to the board, with terms to expire 2024.  No 
dissenting votes.  

Donna presented the following annual report/2021 in 
printed form and went over the highlights: 

 

ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

 

The Almond Historical Society’s fiscal year runs from 
1/1/to 12/31.  Therefore, a final year end treasurer’s re-
port is not available.  We would like to give some gen-
eral information.  A full annual year-end report will be 
available through the treasurer after January 1, 2022. 

The main sources of income for the Historical Society 
are: 

Redemption of pop and beer cans and water bottles.  
(Collection building is located next to the Almond Mu-
nicipal Building on Main Street).  Your help with this is 
very important.   

We have four teams who take turns monthly taking the 
cans to the redemption centers. They are Paul and Helen 
Spencer, Dan Hegarty, Adam Evans and Brad Hager.  
This is a time consuming – and not always pleasant -- 
job.  If you are not donating your bottles and cans to us, 
please consider helping us that way. 

Our annual income from this project in 2020 was 
$4700+.  As of the end of September, 2021, our income 
had exceeded $4700.  This is an incredible fundraiser for 
us.  Also, the Coffee Club which meets mornings in the 
AHS office netted us over $1000 from October 2020-
present.  We are also thankful for this source of income! 

Our Strawberry Festival – which involves many volun-
teers and netted us $1350 in 2021. 

Donations and dues from members and friends, memori-
als, and special gifts. 

 

 

We have had major projects this year which have been 
costly: 

Painting/repair  Hagadorn House:  Approximate 
$18,000 (This is offset by a  $6500 grant from Alle-
gany County Comprehensive Plan Implementation 
Group) 

Repair of beam under Hagadorn House kitchen/new 
ramp $10,000+ 

Other projects in the last year or so: 

A new roof was put on the Hagadorn House by  Don 
Gates of Jasper at a cost of  $12,664.   We are still en-
couraging people to donate again this next year to re-
place the funds we borrowed from our savings to do 
this project. 

Major renovations, repairs and painting of the porch by 
Scott Briggs cost us in the neighborhood of $10,000. 

We have spent more than $50,000 on upkeep/repairs in 
the past three years.   

We are grateful that special gifts and careful investing 
of funds from prior years, plus profit of $1300+ from 
Strawberry Festival and $5000 in pop cans and coffee 
money has allowed us to do these projects.   

We have invested funds in Steuben Trust, ServU, and 
Nationwide – but I do not have those updated amounts 
today.  

We had a very successful membership campaign this 
year, thanks to Lyle Barron.  We mail our quarterly 
newsletter to 425 addresses – a few of which are com-
plimentary copies/reciprocal agreements with other 
area historical societies.    

NEEDS:  

The Town of Almond does not have a historian.  This 
would be a good addition for our staff:  a volunteer 
who would keep track of historical events in the Town. 

Another of our needs is volunteers in the office:  We 
are in the office on Fridays from 2-4.  There are always 
projects which need to be done.  We could be open at 
other times if we had volunteers. 

We hope to find a way to digitize our various local his-
tories so that they can be of better use to us and to oth-
ers.  We have several typewritten documents/booklets 
containing valuable historical information written by 
“old timers” that need to be preserved and available 
online.    

Louise Schwartz, President          

Donna B. Ryan, Secretary  
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Alfred Almond Community Sports Association, 
Todd Goho, president:  Dear  Almond Histor ical 
Society:  Thank you so much for the “Almond Bas-
ket” which included the one-year membership and 
The Almond Story.  In addition thank you for the 
use of your tent.  We are thrilled to have your sup-
port.  The proceeds from our fundraiser will be used 
to support our youth programs and to improve/
maintain our local parks.  Every penny raised will 
benefit this community.  You truly make the differ-
ence for us and we are extremely grateful.   

Pat Donnelly, Bath: “As you may recall from our 
prior conversations, my grandmother – Ida Karr 
Willis – was born in Almond.  She was graduated 
from the former Almond High School in 1918 and 
then studied at Geneseo Normal School and was 
graduated there in 1921.  I’ve enclosed an enlarged 
copy of a photograph I found during a recent attempt 
at sorting and down-sizing.  It depicts the graduating 
class of Almond High School in 1918; on the back 
my grandmother had written the names of all the 
class members.  The photo might have been taken on 
the front lawn of the old school building on Main 
Street.  George Benjamin was my grandmother’s 
cousin:  he lived in Hornell for a good number of 
years.”   

A few weeks later, Pat contacted us again with an-
other photo with some of the same people, taken at 
Inspiration Point, in Portageville (or Portage) in May 
1918.  He explained:  “Ida’s (Pat’s grandmother) 
father owned a car, but I doubt that she would have 
crammed eight people into the car to go to Geneseo 
or Inspiration Point.  But, who knows – maybe she  

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS AND FRIENDS 

had a wild side!”  Thank you to Pat for rescuing and 
saving these photos – valuable because of the names 
on the back.  Also for the obituary that you sent for 
Wilson Karr. 

We received a note and a check from Sandra Whit-
ford, Las Cruces, NM for  copies of The Almond 
Story to be sent to her and her brother, Dick, in Ed-
mund, OK.  She writes:  “Thank you, Donna, and all 
who work to keep the history of Almond, New York 
alive.   I enjoy every single issue of the newsletter.  I 
love the ease of living and sunshine here in Las Cru-
ces, BUT miss my real home, Almond, NY!   

We have also been in contact with Sandra Lemen 
Dempewolf, Bonita, CA:  Many will remember the 
Lee Lemen family, who lived at 86 Main Street be-
fore moving back to Dansville in 1959.  Lee Lemen 
worked at Mason’s Typewriters, and his daughter, 
Sandra, graduated from AACS in 1959. Sandra has 
been a longtime supporter of the Almond Historical 
Society.  She recently sent an envelope containing 
the memorial service program for her brother, Gary 
Lynn Lemen, 3/27/1943-12/28/2019, and her hus-
band, Philip William Dempewolf, 2/26/1942- 
5/25/2020 which was held in Dansville on Septem-
ber 10, 2021.  These will be placed in the Lemen 
family file.  She also noted that Dansville plans to 
dedicate a new athletic complex, currently under 
construction, to Gary in the fall of 2022.  “I intend to 
return for that.  It’s located behind the high school.”      
The following is from Gary’s obituary: 

“Nicknamed ‘Lark’ or ’Larkie’ after Meadowlark 
Lemon of the Harlem Globetrotters. Gary played an 
integral role in the Dansville Schools sports pro-
grams. He was admired as a kind, mild-mannered 
gentleman whose presence was always appreciated 
at Dansville school sporting events. Gary helped to 
manage the teams and spoke to the players about the 
importance of maintaining good sportsmanship with-
in the spirit of competition. He traveled with teams 
to out-of-town games and was a true sports fan. In 
2000, Gary "Lark" Lemen became the first inductee 
to the Dansville High School Wall of Fame. Gary's 
sports knowledge and advice have benefited many 
generations of Dansville athletes, and he leaves be-
hind a significant legacy of community support.” 

Harold Snyder, Alfred Station: “I want to com-
mend you on the nice newsletter.  The history , the 
pictures – the cemetery – I read it from cover to cov-
er as soon as it came!” 

Ida Karr (Willis), vice president; Ken Hagadorn, Beulah 

Harris, Elwin Emerson, Agnes Makeley (Fritz) secretary/ 

treasurer; Clark Palmer, Leone Adams, George Benjamin, 

president 
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Robert L. "Bob" Baker, who went home to be 
with his Lord on Friday, November 19, 2021 at St. 
James Mercy Hospital, Hornell, surrounded by his 
family.  Bob graduated in 1953 from Alfred-Almond 
Central School and from Springfield College, 
Springfield, MA in 1957.  He later completed his 
master's degree from Alfred University.  From 1957-
1962, Bob taught and coached in Belmont Central 
School, followed by 16 years at Alfred University as 
head basketball and tennis coach and three years as 
the first soccer coach.  In 2018, he was inducted into 
the Genesee Valley Central School Wall of Fame for 
his accomplishments in several sports at the high 
school and collegiate level, as well as for his 21 
years of coaching high school and college athletics. 
From 1978 until 2011, Bob was an area coordinator 
for Community Services Systems, a nationwide 
Christian public relations company. In 1980, he was 
honored as "Man of the Year." 

Bob was active in other community organizations, 
including the Alfred Almond Alumni Association, 
where he served several terms on the board of direc-
tors.  

Wanda Patricia Horton Dungan, 92, of Hornell 
and Almond, who passed away peacefully surround-
ed by family on Christmas morning (December 25, 
2021), at Elderwood, Hornell.   As a child, she lived 
in Hornell, Nunda, Buffalo and finally Brooklyn, 
N.Y. from the age of 12 until her move back to her 
roots of Alfred in her early 20's. Her stories of grow-
ing up in N.Y.C. included skipping school to see 
Frank Sinatra on stage, "beaching it" at Coney Island 
and many Flatbush Avenue memories.  When she 
left N.Y.C. and her job as a designer, she was hired 
by the renowned Glidden Pottery of Alfred as a re-
spected painter and artist. She continued her passion 
for painting and the arts even through her struggle 
with Alzheimer's disease. She was employed at Al-
fred State College for over 30 years and retired in 
1989. 

Gary L. "Lark" Lemen, 76, of Dansville,  who 
peacefully passed away after a brief illness on De-
cember 28, 2019 at Scripps Memorial Hospital in La 
Jolla.  Gary was a 1965 graduate of Dansville High 
School and worked there for 40 years as a custodian, 
until his retirement in 2005.   He was nicknamed 
"Lark" or "Larkie" after Meadowlark Lemon of the 
Harlem Globetrotters for his passion for sports.  
Gary visited his sister, Sandra, and her family in  

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF 

California every winter, arriving early December 
and returning to Dansville in the spring. Gary took 
daily walks and enjoyed yard-work and feeding a 
busy backyard of birds. He enjoyed chess, traveling, 
the theater, and was a dedicated golfer at the Brae 
Burn Golf Course in Danville.  (See more infor-
mation on Gary in the column, “We Hear From Our 
Readers”.) 

Beverley Plank Snyder, who passed away Janu-
ary 13, 2022 after an 11-year battle with Alzhei-
mer’s disease.  In her teens her family moved to 
Pennsylvania Hill Road, Hornell, where she entered 
Alfred Almond Central School, graduating in 1951.  
Her obituary reads:  “Beverly always felt that she 
first understood the true meaning of family when 
she married into the Snyder tribe, and she dedicated 
her time and energies to caring for her husband and 
family.  She was a helpmate to Harold during hay-
ing season on the tractor raking hay, sometimes 
driving the rig for baling and when not occupied 
that way she was keeping the hired hands, the 
neighborhood boys and the grand kids who were 
helping refreshed with lemonade, milkshakes and 
sustenance often late into the work day. Harold and 
Bev were dancers all their married lives, square 
dancing and swing dancing brought fun and new 
friendships into their lives even into their late 70’s 
and 80’s.” 

Barbara Ann Schneckenburger Dirlam Bern-
stein, who died peacefully in Wellsville, on No-
vember 15, 2021, at the age of 91. She taught Eng-
lish and History at different schools including Pult-
neyville, Wayne Central School, Alfred-Almond, 
SUNY Geneseo, and Alfred University. She wrote 
thousands of poems in her lifetime and was pub-
lished in a variety of literary magazines in the 
1960's and 1970's. She served on the AACS Board 
of Education in the late 1960s and also the Town of 
Alfred board for 18 years in the 1980's and 90's. In 
retirement, she continued her interest in genealogy 
by doing extensive research on the family where she 
visited libraries, cemeteries, and town halls across 
New York and New England. Her collection of ge-
nealogy related books and data includes over 15,000 
names and histories in a family computer database. 
She was an extensive and voracious reader from 
childhood on and collected books and had approxi-
mately 9,000 at one point. She worked at the Hinkle 
Library at Alfred State College and volunteered at 
the Box of Books Library in Alfred in the 1990's.  
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CONDOLENCES  CON’T. 

Barb was a faithful volunteer at the Almond Histori-
cal Society office for many years.  This excerpt is 
from a 1990s issue of the AHS newsletter:  

Barbara is a specialist in genealogical work, having 
pursued this hobby since 1955.  A retired Alfred Al-
mond Central School English teacher, the Nunda na-
tive belongs to six genealogical societies and seven 
historical societies, including the New York State 
Historical Society in Cooperstown. Currently, she is 
writing about 1930’s and 1940’s life in Nunda in po-
etry form, having also written some Alfred area his-
tory and family genealogy in verse.  Her extensive 
research enabled her to provide information to the  

Western New York Genealogical Society.  This has 
been published in their magazine, with credits given 
to the Hagadorn House Museum collection.  She has 
spent Friday afternoons at the Hagadorn House for 
the past eight years, because, as she says, “I am in-
terested in history and I want to make sure it is 
KEPT!” 

Her current Friday afternoon project consists of 
reading, deciphering, and copying names and dates 
from marriage, baptismal and wedding certificates 
which have been donated to the Society.  Many of 
these are in beautiful frames and are found on the 
walls throughout the Hagadorn House.   

On one wall are three shelves of resource books, in-
dexed on four sheets affixed to the end of the 
shelves. This was the work of Barbara, who also in-
ventoried and indexed the extensive contents of the 
Hagadorn secretary located in the front bedroom.  
One could spend hours reading such books as Rec-
ords of School District No. 3 in Almond – 1857  or 
Minard’s History of Allegany County – 1896. Also 
found are Civil and Revolutionary War records, Iro-
quois Indian information, books on the pioneer his-
tory of the Phelps and Gorham purchase, election 
poll records, area college directories, and land sales 
and tax arrears lists. 

We are fortunate to have had Barb’s expertise and 
commitment for so many years.  She was an encour-
agement to us all to be diligent and vigilant, preserv-
ing our precious history.   

 

AHS OFFICERS: 

President: Louise Schwartz 

Vice President: Helen Spencer 

Treasurer: Teresa Johnson 

Secretary/Newsletter editor: Donna Ryan 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Mike Baker 

Cindy Banker 

Cash Davison 

Adam Evans 

Brad Hager 

Dan Hegarty 

Barbara Bernstein and Doris Montgomery are shown 

here by the bookcase in the upstairs Hagadorn House 

office  c. 1990 
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AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE: 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

THE ALMOND STORY  - $18 plus postage    

In 1962, John Reynolds, published a delightful book, The Almond Story – The Early Years. The book was 

eagerly received by the community and was a catalyst in lighting a fire within local people to join with John 

and organize the Almond Historical Society.  131 pages include pictures, fascinating local historical stories, 

John F. Reynolds’ bio, and an AHS timeline and short history. Cost of the book is $18 plus $4 shipping if 

we need to mail it out.  

BECOMING THE VILLAGE POTTER  By Andrew L. Phelan,  

$45 plus postage 

The AHS has a small supply of this book, described by Andy as “A 

concise, illustrated presentation on how, in the author’s view,  Linn 

L. Phelan became the village potter.”   While many Almond area 

residents know a lot about Linn and Helene Phelan while they lived 

in Almond, most probably know very little about their lives before 

they settled in Almond in 1946.   When they came to Almond, Linn 

was then 40 years old and Helene was 33.  Both had careers before 

marriage.  Linn had taught pottery, made pottery and participated in 

several innovative ventures and Helene had worked for the YWCA.  

Linn had gone to college in Rochester (NY) and Columbus (OH) 

and Helene had gone to school in Philadelphia (PA), Chapel Hill 

(NC) and Bryn Mawr (PA).  Then, separately or together, they had 

lived in Rochester, Cincinnati (OH), Maine, Bryn Mawr and Hano-

ver, (NH) before they settled in Almond.   Both Linn and Helene 

served the Almond Historical Society in outstanding ways: He 

served as archivist for many years and Helene researched and wrote 

several extensive books on local history.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  

PERSON WITH COMPUTER SKILLS who would be in charge of updating the Almond Histor ical 
Society     website https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ and also our facebook page. The person willing 
to serve in this way would not only update website and facebook, but take personal initiative and be crea-
tive in postings. Contact Donna Ryan, AHS secretary, if interested: dryan14804@gmail.com  

SOMEONE TO SERVE AS LOCAL HISTORIAN: We have received correspondence from the New 
York State Historian’s Office in Albany requesting the name of our Town Historian. We do not have a 
Town    Historian – and have not had someone fill this position since the passing of Richard Burdick sev-
eral years ago. If you are interested in volunteering for this position, please contact us at AlmondHistori-
calSociety@gmail.com. 

DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE?  The 12-page Almond Historical Society newsletter is published quarterly 
and features local historical stories and items of interest.  Marilyn Lockwood wrote the newsletter for 
many years, and when she died in 1997, Donna Ryan picked up the mantle.  This is a fun job – although it 
is time-consuming.  In our archives there are myriad stories and articles that can be reprinted in the news-
letter.  At 81 and   nearly 25 years later, Donna is looking for some help:  Would you be  willing to do 
some reading and research -- possibly interview someone – and put together a story or two for the newslet-
ter?  Please contact Donna at dryan14804@gmail.com or 607.725.0735. 
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