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TENT RENTAL AVAILABLE 

Call Adam Evans 

(607) 968 1382 

______________ 

 

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2021 
DUES 

Notices went out recently in a  
separate mailing.   

Your prompt payment will help 
us by not forcing us to make           

follow-up calls and reminders. 

______________ 
 

HELP US PAY OUR BILLS: 
DONATE YOUR POP/BEER 

CANS 

Please leave clean cans in 
strong plastic bags                      
in the shed by the                 

Almond Municipal Building 

______________ 

 

AHS OFFICERS: 

President:  Louise Schwartz 

Vice-President:  Helen Spencer 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor:  
Donna B. Ryan 

Treasurer:  Teresa Johnson 

Directors: 
Mike Baker           Cindy Banker 
Kim Costello       Adam Evans 
Brad Hager         Dan Hegarty 

According to information found in the Ostrander file at the Ha-
gadorn House office, Jessie Seager Ostrander was born in 1883, 
and was married to Bert Ostrander in the town of Sonora, Steuben 
County, on November 5, 1906.  To them was born one son, George 
W. Ostrander, on August 17, 1907, at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Den-
ver, CO.   The local Ostrander roots go back to 1828, where a deed 
of land to John Ostrander is noted in the Ostrander file.  The Os-
trander genealogy in the AHS files also traces the name back to 
1650 in Holland.  

The story of Mrs. Ostrander’s early years is now somewhat ob-
scure, but a typewritten note, found in the AHS family files, and 
courtesy of the late Garland Larkin’s memories reads:  “Ostrander, 
Jessie:  A great musician, studied music in Germany.  Played the 
pipe organ in the Presb. Church for many years.  Taught math in 
High School at Almond for many years.”  We know that she was 
teaching at Almond HS in 1915 – as a statement of her wages dur-
ing the period 1/29/15-5/28/1915 showed she was paid a whopping 
$140.76.   

 

REMEMBERING JESSIE OSTRANDER 

By Donna B. Ryan 

(Editor’s note: A recent item in the Alfred Sun piqued the interest of 
many and brought forth remembrances of the late Jessie Ostrander, 
Almond High School math teacher, local piano/organ teacher and 
longtime Almond Union Church organist.) 

FROM THE ALFRED SUN 75 YEARS AGO June 25, 1945 

Two piano recitals were given by the pupils of Mrs. Jessie Os-
trander in the Almond Union of Churches this past week.  The 
beginners gave their recital on Thursday evening with the fol-
lowing taking part:  Jackie Sick, Gladys Pierce, Wilma Rice, 
Barbara Ordway, Shirley Ordway, Charles Faisst, Madeline and 
Audrey Hurd, Joseph Cotton, Patty Spaine, Joanne Sick, Rob-
erta Snyder, and Doris Perkins.  Jeanne Kame, violist, and Syl-
via Ferry, clarinetist, were guest soloists for the evening.  On 
Sunday evening, the more advanced pupils held their recital 
with the following taking part:  Corrine and Shirley MacIntosh, 
Phyllis Wightman, Jeanne Huber, Anne McIntosh, Jane Ellen 
Gillette, Lola Davis, Donald Biehl, Nancie and Jackie Paine, 
Sylvia Ferry, Margaret Burdett, Joseph Cotton, Rose Mary 
Wheeler, Doris Chandler, Francis Brooks, Rose Mary Baker 
and Joanne Kame.  Kay Ostrander of Niagara Falls was guest 
soloist for the evening.  He played a selection on the clarinet 
and one on the piano.  Mrs. Alva Strong of Alfred Station was 
guest vocalist for the evening.   
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REMEBERING JESSIE OSTRANDER CONT… 

“Ostie”, 
as she was 
affection-
ately 
known by 
her long-
time 
neighbors 
and 
friends, 
was rec-
ognized in 
May, 
1956 as 
shown in 
this Even-
ing Trib-
une photo:  
The cap-
tion reads: 
“STILL 

GOING STRONG – In recognition of her services 
to the church, about 90 members and guests of the 
Almond Union of Churches honored Mrs. Jessie Os-
trander, organist for more than 40 years, at a recep-
tion and dinner at the church yesterday.  Mrs. Os-
trander is shown above at her familiar place at the 
clavier with the Rev. Arthur Guild, pastor, looking 
on.”   
 
Contacting some of the students mentioned in the 
Alfred Sun column brought forth interesting memo-
ries of Mrs.Ostrander as piano teacher: Anne McIn-
tosh Hardy-Holley, San Antonio, TX, wrote:  
“I’m sitting here by myself in my office at home 
smiling and remembering dear sweet Mrs. Ostrand-
er.   I’ll admit I was not a star pupil since I did very 
little practicing at home. But I do remember her pa-
tience with me and that I enjoyed going and being in 
her presence up Karr Valley where she lived. I had 
no idea so many people from the area took lessons 
from Mrs. Ostrander.  She certainly remains in my 
memory as someone who truly loved her students, 
no matter how talented they might have been...or 
not!”   
Corinne MacIntosh Kober of Rochester  respond-
ed: “I think it is so nice of you to pay tribute to Mrs. 
‘O’.  She probably taught nearly every young girl in 
Almond.  I can remember her coming to our house 
to give me lessons when I first started.  Don’t re-
member how old I was but I’m thinking maybe 10  

or so.  That would be 1943.  We lived in a house on 
upper Main St., across from the Johnson’s, at that 
time. Then she stopped coming to our house and I 
began going to the basement at the Alfred-Almond 
Central School.  That seemed like a rickety old pi-
ano.  Mrs. Ostrander was a nice lady, strict about 
how we played and, to me, seemed like quite an old 
lady. Now that I’m old, she probably wasn’t as old as 
she seemed!!    I do remember the recitals at the Al-
mond Union of Churches.”   
Shirley MacIntosh Ballard, Stephens City, VA, 
collaborating with her sister, Corinne, remembered:  
“Mrs. Ostrander was such a sweet lady.   I remember 
her dozing off when I was playing my lesson. . and 
Mrs. Whitaker doing laundry in the basement.. She 
played the organ at the church for so many years.”    

 Audrey Hurd Burrow, Vancouver , WA, texted:  
“During school I went down into the gloomy base-
ment to take lessons. I think it was just her and I dur-
ing the hour.  During the summer Dad would drop 
me off at her home.  He would go to Baker’s to settle 
the (grocery) bill, then come pick me up.  Her home 
was filled with stuff like my Gramma Rich’s.  Sort of 
dark, no open windows.   I can still remember the 
right hand but have to think about the left hand.  I 
never heard her raise her voice in anger . . just had 
me repeat a measure until I got it.” 

Nancie Paine Kallin, West Seneca: “ I am glad that 
you are writing about this talented lady.  Jackie (my 
sister) and I took piano lessons from her for many 
years.  Either we drove to her house (in the summer) 
or at the school during the school year.  At school 
they provided her with an old, rickety piano in the 
basement.  (At least I thought it was rickety)  She 
was kind, understanding, and most of all, very talent-
ed.  She was delighted that Jackie and I could play 
duets.  We would practice and practice so it would be 
perfect.  Recitals always made Jackie very nervous, 
so we would hold hands when it was our turn.  Eve-
ryone seemed to enjoy them, so I guess we did al-
right.”  

Barb Baker of Alfred responded:  “I remember 
going down the cold cement AACS stairs to the even 
colder and damp cellar to an old upright piano.  Mrs. 
Ostrander sat in a larger class room chair next to me.   
It seems she was always the same temperament and 
never scolded me if I didn't do well.  I think some-
times there were even ladies there canning (in the 
Canning Center) during my lesson….but the play 
must go on.  Like you said ….there was a definite  
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sweaty smell and the smell of laundry all at the 
same time…  Have fond memories of my time 
with her…not sure but I think the lesson might 
have cost about fifty cents.”   

Barb’s hubby, Bob, added:  “My recollections are 
a bit different than Barbie's. As I recall it was very 
HOT down there!  The huge boiler that heated the 
entire school I believe was there, along with the 
dryers that dried all the towels, etc.  I remember 
Mrs.”O” as very soft, quiet, patient lady, etc.  I 
had NO IDEA what I was doing!!  I probably took 
lessons for only 1 or 2 years.  When it was all said 
and done, I wasn't prepared for Carnegie Hall 
(through no fault of Mrs. “O's”!)” 

Audrey Hardy Lamprey, wr iting from CA, a 
close neighbor of Mrs. “O”:  “I remember “Ostie” 
very well.  I saw her every Sunday seated at the 
organ in church.  Piano lessons started when I was 
8.  I remember leaving Mrs. Wirt's 3rd grade 
room, walking down to the basement of the school 
building and having a half hour lesson with 
her.  Lessons continued until I was 13 (a year be-
fore she died) but once I started playing the  

French horn at age 10, the piano lost its charm!  I 
was probably about 12 when I started mowing her 
lawn.  I also occasionally did other chores for 
her.  The most memorable one I was not able to 
pull off.  It involved beheading a chicken!  I recall 
visiting her when she had cataract surgery.  It was 
a big deal then….” 
 

An obituary for her husband, Bert, indicates that he 
passed away in 1939.  She lived at the Karr Valley 
residence until her passing on March 14, 1959.   
Her rather graphic obituary reads:  “Mrs. Jessie 
Seager Ostrander of the Karr Valley Rd, Almond 
RFD, was found dead at her home this morning.  
The body was discovered when a neighbor, Nathan 
Hardy, called on her.  Failing to get an answer, 
Hardy notified her daughter-in-law, Mrs. George 
W. Ostrander of Sanborn, who was visiting in Hor-
nell.”   
 

A rather unhappy ending to the story of a lady who 
lived in this community for decades and impacted 
many lives with her talents.  I was a piano pupil of 
Mrs. Ostrander, and was privileged to take her 
place at the Almond Union Church organ console 
the Sunday following her passing.  Thank you to 
all who remembered her!   

REMEBERING JESSIE OSTRANDER CONT… 

 

We are pleased to report that our New Member Campaign, initiated and spurred on by the enthu-
siastic direction of Lyle Barron, is continuing successfully!  To date – mid February, we have 
reached more than 60 members, with several more pending.    

You will notice on your annual dues notice (mailed in a separate mailing recently) that there is 
an option to purchase a gift membership for a friend or relative at the cost of $15.  This has been 
the focus of Lyle’s drive to secure new members – and it has turned out to be very successful—
so far!  We want to thank these folks for their help:  Jan and Carl Leathersich, Louise Schwartz, 
Dick Cott, Harry Hurd, Arlene and Dan McMahon, Diane Davison, Dan Coleman, Kim and 
Kathy Costello, Keith and Sally Doty, Cindy and AJ Neville, and Deb Thompson.  

Lyle continues to contact prospective members via email and phone calls.  We hope that you 
will help us reach our goal!  Think of a neighbor – a friend – a relative – who would like to re-
ceive our quarterly newsletters and support the Almond Historical Society!  Please contact Lyle 
at:  lbarron40@gmail.com 

NEW MEMBER CAMPAIGN 2020-2021:   

GOAL:  100 NEW MEMBERS  

mailto:lbarron40@gmail.com
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LiLynn Graves, Ithaca, sent this email:   Looking for old record of families that lived on 3780 Baker 
Valley Rd, Almond, NY in the late 1950's. I was there with my grandmother visiting relatives but can't 
seem to find who they were.  Grandmother's name was Edith Smith (Graves), daughter of Ransom and 
Bertha Smith. They had 13 children that lived and I can't seem to come up with any connection to that 
farm.  Thank you so much. I just love your website. What a treat to find that. Roxanne (VanOrman) 
Waight wrote a story about her mother, my grandmother's sister Margaret Smith (Van Orman) . . .   
Donna Ryan contacted LiLynn and suggested she contact one of our members, Ralph Hills, in Wellsville. 

LiLynn responded:  I grew up in Wellsville and left after  high school. I now live in Ithaca and was 
riding my bike in the state forests near West Almond. I saw a farm that I thought I had visited as a young 
kid and then started digging into the internet. I found this wonderful site almondhistory.wordpress.com 
and started searching all the incredible resources and newsletters. I found a delightful story about my 
great uncle Clayton Smith which took me to the Almond facebook page with lovely stories about his 
home in Almond.  

The one piece I could not find was the farm but the Almond Historical Society connected me with Ralph 
Hills who married Gerry Smith, my second cousin. He is full of stories and what a memory. I sat with 
him for a couple hours and learned so much history about the Smith family. The farm was not in West 
Almond but I will be back to go visit the farm in Freeville. It turns out Ralph spent a lot of time there 
also. And he confirmed that my great grandmother had 15 children!  Thank you all for the work and ded-
ication that has been put into the Almond Historical Society! 

Florence Wright, Glen Ellyn, IL:  I just finished reading from star t to finish the newsletter . Great 
one. So interesting.   Question: Does AHS archives have more on Lincoln’s Notch?  I have everything 
that has been in past newsletters so this would be above that. Lincoln is Dave’s family tree so I re-
searched quite a bit but always looking to add.  To Share:  The Presbyterian Historical Society in Phila-
delphia has original records from the Almond Presbyterian Church NY. Years ago I did quite a bit of re-
search there and held and read the original papers. It was awesome. They have most online too and could 
help you with any questions from past. Might be a nice project for one of your archivers and answer 
some questions.   And lastly will Almond now have older records for genealogists to get in their town 
hall?  We went there once too and found some very relevant information I would never have found else-
where but also very little of some available at time. I was thankful for what I did find though. (Editor’s 
note:  Florence is referring to the story in the last issue about the Town of Almond’s historical records 
being organized, catalogued and slimmed down.)  
 
Jan Leathersich, Almond:  “On a recent visit to Lakeland, FL, we (Carl, Jan, Marilyn and Jim Habern) 
were remembering things about Almond.  Marilyn Zirkelbach Habern recalled seeing Mrs. Benson, from 
the old “Nanrod Nursing Home” at 73 Main St,  driving her big old (1927 Hudson) touring car with the 
huge St. Bernards in it.  Thanks to Donna we found the February 2001 AHS newsletter containing that 
story and we read it aloud.  We laughed hysterically when we read the quotes from Bob Broughton’s 
book,  The Dumbest Kid in Third Grade about the boys mowing her yard and escaping the ‘big brown 
mounds in the yard that were proof that the dogs were well fed.’ A very funny story!! Thanks, Donna for 
recalling the amusing  article!”  
 
Dick Wirt, Booneville, AR:   I enjoyed the newsletter  about Almond and the people.  Please use 
this check to help repair the library building.  My brother, Vic, passed away September 3, 2020 in FL.  
He graduated from AACS in 1949.  He was in the Navy four years, then after college was an industrial 
arts teacher before retiring to FL.  I also miss Ralph Rossman as well as other classmates of 1951.  (We 
thank you, Dick!  We will forward this gift to the library treasurer. And our condolences to you on the 
loss of your brother and so many friends lately.. . .)   

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS AND FRIENDS 
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COMMENTS FROM SOME OF OUR NEW MEMBERS:  
 
David and Mary Bordeaux, Almond:  Mary and I are looking forward to being new members of 
the Almond Historical Society. 
 

Shirley Faisst, Avon:  Thank you for  the information I was able to get at Almond Histor ical Socie-
ty when my sister and I were doing our genealogy.  I appreciate your hard work to keep it ongoing! 
 

Judy Bordeaux Seiler, Ft. Lauderdale, FL:  It was good to hear  from you!  Would love to get back 
for a visit!  Maybe our alumni reunion . . Fond memories of Almond. . . 
 

Alan and Ellen Mason, Hornell:  Thanks so much for  sending the membership form and newslet-
ter with Lyle’s crossword.  The newsletter is very well done (must be a lot of work) and we’ll enjoy 
reading them. 

 

New members Tim and Sharon Haley Hornell sent pictures of 
the Horsetrader’s Convention ca. 1940s in memory of Bert and 
Mary Sherwood. They wrote:  “Good morning Donna; Jan asked 
me to send you a little information and the newspaper photo from 
the Horsetraders Convention in Almond New York. The young 
boy in the corner is Louis Sherwood. Louie was my mother 
Louise’s twin brother. She and Louis were the youngest of the 
Sherwood family. Louis was killed in action during the Korean 
War. He was a tail gunner. I was only around three years old 
when he died. But I have photos of him with me and I was told 
he loved me very much. I have many photos of the Sherwood 
family. I have been going through some different albums and 
looking to pass them on to family as well as others to share the 
history of those we hold dear in our hearts. Jan asked if I would 
be interested in becoming a member of the Historical Society and 
I told her I would. I always enjoyed when my mother had her 
membership and we shared the stories together. I also have the 

three pictures from the horse traders convention which I will send to be donated to the historical society.  
 (An article about the famous Horsetraders Convention appeared in Oct Nov Dec 2003 AHS newsletter.  
To our readers:  Should we run that article again??) 
 

 

Back in the early 60's there was a "loosely formed" Almond Fast-Pitch league that was played on what 
was called the Little League field and that was later on used for one of two fields in the Alfred-Almond 
Slow Pitch league. And, the Almond teams did indeed have that as their home field in Little League after 
the layout on Whitney Valley Heights was "plowed under" for a new housing development. That field 
was where homes owned by Paul Coleman and the Woody Schmidt family eventually settled on.  

Now, finding information on this league has been super tough, to say the least. This search actually be-
gan when I saw a Facebook posting by Terry Fraser (A-A '69) and he was asking about information on 
it. I got in touch with him later on, along with my Uncle Butch Lorow, as I remember watching him play 
in the league when I was just a kid in Almond. I was about 8-9 years old and the thing I remember most, 
two things actually, were seeing Al Palmer sitting in his green Jeep behind the home plate backstop 
watching the team he sponsored and of Ronnie Mullikin pitching.  

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS AND FRIENDS CONT…. 

ALMOND SOFTBALL: THE EARLY DAYS 

(Reprinted from the Alfred Sun “Dugout” by Doug Lorow 6/18/2020) 
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The Palmers Pool Hall team was a young squad consisting of guys just out of high school, for the most 
part. Uncle Butch rattled off names like: Bill Snyder, Gary Harding, Andy Phelan, Karl Meeks, Jim Bey 
and George Corbin as teammates from the Palmers team. And, if I recall correctly, Mr. Bob Torrey was 
their coach!  

Andy Phelan got in touch with me 
via email and had a list of names 
that he thought played in the 
league as well. Older guys like 
Jim Winters, Bud DeLavergne, 
Jack Harvey, the Rossman broth-
ers, Lyle Barron, Karl and/or Har-
ry Hurd, Walt Cook, Johnny Ide, 
Butch Johnson, Ted Root, maybe 
Sam Moses, maybe some of the 
Van Duser's, Don and Gary Jef-
ferds. Along with Danny McMah-
on, Joe Studley and Joe Doorley. 
And while he couldn't remember 
the team names, he thought they 
might have had sponsors like: 
Palmer's, PA McIntosh, Mason's 
Typewriters, Kellogg's Country 
Store, Gillette's Garage and the 
Kant You Come Inn (Coslo's). 
The last place mentioned is now 
Muhleisen's restaurant. 

Everyone I talked to or heard 
from, the first thing they mentioned was the pitching of Ronnie Mullikin. An older guy at the time, but 
the best pitcher in the league. Perhaps with teammates like Claire and Ralph Rossman, Gary Fraser, Karl 
Meeks and maybe Big Dale. Know he played but not sure for which team. Maybe along with Hammer 
Hanks, Ralph Allen, the Schwartz brothers?  

The Almond Fast-Pitch league was apparently quite the mixture of young and old players, perhaps 
young and old teams as well. Fast-Pitch was big back in that era and it sounds like it was quite the gath-
ering for Sunday afternoon games in Almond. Maybe double or triple headers? It wasn't restricted to just 
guys from Almond as players were on rosters from Crosby Creek, Phillips Creek, Thacherville and Al-
fred Station as well. 

Not exactly a detailed history of this league but from what I gathered it was a league that many in the 
Town of Almond and some from other nearby areas took part in. An official champion? Have no idea! 
The best team? Probably the one that Ronnie Mullikin was pitching on!  

Many thanks to Andy Phelan for his input in this along with the likes of Terry Fraser, Butch Lorow and 
Coach Mac. Talked to Floyd Farley as well and although he didn't play in the league, he "remembers 
going to watch the games on Sunday afternoons and a enjoying a few cold ones in the stands." I'm sure 
he had some company those afternoons as well. If anyone has any further information on this league, 
would love to hear about it!  

(Editor’s note:  Subsequent to this posting, we have had an extensive story from Steve Metzger, Mt. 
Vernon, WA.  We will include some of his memories at a later date. . .) 

ALMOND SOFTBALL: THE EARLY DAYS CONT... 

(Reprinted from the Alfred Sun “Dugout” by Doug Lorow 6/18/2020) 

Ronnie Mullikin: top left/back row 

Other names unknown 
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by Louise Schwartz, AHS President 
 

 The year 2020 started out fine, but as we all 
know, it changed drastically.  Due to COVID19, 
we did not have much of anything that was 
“normal” happening for most of the year.  I just 
want to highlight some things that did happen.. 
  
At our January board meeting, we appointed 
Dan Hegarty to mow the lawn. We scheduled 
two Spring cleaning days for the inside 
of the house- March 14th and April 18th.  
Two people showed up for March, but 
then the next day everything was closed 
due to COVID19.  We also discussed 
the need for new members. Since then, 
Lyle Barron has taken on the project 
and he is doing a great job!   To date, 
we have 50 new members!  If you want 
to help, please contact us. 
  
At our March meeting, we met with a 
contractor regarding the painting of the 
Hagadorn House.  The paint is in bad 
shape, some siding boards need to be 
replaced and the windows wrapped.  
We decided to get other bids and move 
forward---which was stopped by 
COVID19. There was discussion about 
siding the house instead of painting.  If 
any of you have thoughts and/or ideas 
on either painting vs. siding, we would appreci-
ate your contacting us. (Louise Schwartz 
(schwartz.louise.42@gmail.com) 
 
 Sunday, March 15th was a scheduled book sign-
ing meeting with Andrew Phelan, in conjunction 
with Alfred Almond Association of University 
Women. However, Andrew was planning to fly 
in from Oklahoma, and this meeting, of course, 
was cancelled. 
 
In September, we held an open board meeting in 
the pavilion to comply with COVID19 regula-
tions.  Financial reports were received and fur-
ther discussion ensued on Hagadorn House exte-
rior repairs. The annual meeting/election of of-
ficers, scheduled for November, was also can-
celled. 

 
 Since we could not have our Strawberry Festival 
which is one of our biggest fundraising  
projects each year, I want to take this opportunity 
to thank all who have donated to our Pop Can/
Bottles project last year. It turned out to compen-
sate for the lack of the Strawberry Festival bring-
ing in just under $5,000!  (Check out our pop can 
shed by the Almond Municipal Building on Main 
Street) 

Some who would have come to the Strawberry 
Festival, donated what they would have  
spent plus more to help the cause.  The costs for 
maintenance of the property, utilities, mowing and 
snow removal still have to be met, and we, as the 
board, are extremely thankful for all the donations  
and to those who make sure the cans and bottles 
get picked up and taken to the redemption centers.   
  
In December, AHS helped the Almond Communi-
ty Church and Lauren Norris' Side Porch   
dance studio  with a program of Christmas music 
do an outside event.  AHS provided cookies and  
Kitty Baker's wassail.  The weather was favorable, 
but cold. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support! 

2020 AHS PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

mailto:schwartz.louise.42@gmail.com
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PATRICIA ZIRKELBACH  LYKE DYE,  88, 
who passed away on November 30, 2020 in Lake-
land, FL. A 1950 graduate of AACS, she had lived 
in Florida for decades.  She was an active member of 
the Indian Rocks Beach Baptist Church where she 
taught Sunday School for years. From her FL obitu-
ary:  “She was a strong, determined and fiercely in-
dependent woman who enjoyed spending time with 
her friends, members of her Red Hat Club, and her 
Bible Study Group. And, there was always time for a 
game of Euchre or Uno and, of course, some shop-
ping. Most of all she loved her family. She will be 
dearly missed and forever in our hearts.” 
 
KENNETH L. KERNAN, 74, of Twin Valley Ter-
race, Almond, who passed away on December 1, 
2020. A lifelong resident of Almond, Ken graduated 
from Alfred-Almond Central School, Class of 1964.  
He was the first recipient of the Alfred Almond 
Alumni Association Scholarship. After his 1966 
graduation from Alfred State College, he served two 
years in the United States Army, including a 15-
month tour in Korea. He was employed with the US 
Postal Service from 1973 to 2006, serving as Al-
mond Postmaster from 1980 to 2006.  Ken was a 
lifetime member of the NRA, a member of the Al-
mond Rod & Gun Club, Arkport Legion, and former 
member of the Alfred Almond Bible Church where 
he served as a deacon. Most recently he attended the 
First Presbyterian Church of Arkport. 
 

WILLIAM (BARRY) SMITH, 73, of Twin Valley 
Terrace, who died December 2, 2020.  Bill grew up 
in Westbrook, CT, graduated from high school there 
and entered the Marine Corps in Aug. 1966. He 
served in Vietnam for a year until his injury in Sept. 
1967. Bill was awarded the Purple Heart, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal and qualified as a 
Rifle Sharpshooter. Bill graduated from Alfred Uni-
versity with Bachelors and Master’s Degrees in soci-
ology and secondary education in 1975. He taught 
History and Computer Technology at Canisteo Cen-
tral School for 22 years. For several seasons, Bill 
coached men’s cross country and track and field. He 
retired in 1997 from Canisteo and ended his profes-
sional career working as an Educational Specialist 
for three years at Hillside Children’s Center in 
Rochester. Bill was also a member of the Alfred Rod 
and Gun Club.  

 

ROBERT H.  LEWIS, 87, of Arkpor t, who 
passed away December 17, 2020 at Noyes Memori-
al Hospital in Dansville from complications of the 
Covid-19 virus. A 1950 graduate of Alfred Almond 
Central School, he received his Bachelor’s degree 
from Cornell University and his Master’s degree 
from SUNY Brockport. Bob was a teacher and ad-
ministrator at Canaseraga Central School for 37 
years prior to his retirement. He served as a Deacon 
and Sunday School teacher at Hillside Baptist 
Church. Bob was an active member of Almond His-
torical Society, and enjoyed bringing and donat-
ing  Lewis family memorabilia and historical items 
to the volunteers on Friday afternoons.  

MARY ELLEN TUCKER WESTLAKE, who 
passed away on December 29, 2020 at her home in 
Almond at the age of 89.  A Class of 1949 graduate 
of AACS, she went on to get her BA in Latin from 
Alfred University in 1952, and  her master’s in edu-
cation and guidance counseling. Mary Ellen’s first 
teaching job was at Arkport CS, where she taught 
Latin and Phys. Ed, as well as advising the cheer-
leading team. For 27 years, she taught Latin part-
time at AACS, retiring in 1988. She started and ad-
vised a chapter of the Junior Classical league, and 
was advisor to the National Honor Society and Ac-
ademic All-Stars.  In 2020, she was honored for her 
lifetime of service with the AA Alumni Associa-
tion’s Outstanding Service Award. As the Almond 
Historical Society’s exhibit chairman, Mary Ellen 
decorated the Hagadorn House annual Christmas 
Open House with her fabulous all-natural, hand-
made displays.  She also served as a guide to guests 
through the House. 
 

ROGER “MOON” MULLEN, who passed away 
on January 11, 2021. Roger was a lifelong resident 
of Almond, graduating with the Class of 1955 at 
AACS.   Roger joined the US Army in 1958 and 
was stationed in Iceland for almost 2 years before 
his honorable discharge. He then worked for A.L 
Blades for several years as well as a bartender for 
Harvey's Restaurant. Before retiring, Roger was 
employed for 29 years as Superintendent for the 
Village of Alfred.  Roger enjoyed attending and 
watching NASCAR racing and watching the Buffa-
lo Bills. One of his favorite things to do was mow 
lawns:   He maintained the lawns at the Almond 
Community Church and the Hagadorn house for  

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF 



9 

 

All of Almond was stunned on Thursday evening, August 13, 2020, when fire claimed the life of Nancy 
Stuart Mallory at her home at 37 Main Street.  Nancy, a 1980 graduate of Alfred-Almond, and her hus-
band, Clair, were longtime residents/owners of the home, located across from the Almond Library.   An 
eyewitness on scene told The Hornell Spectator the fire started in the garage and spread to the two -
story home, with flames leaping from the roof as firefighters attacked the structure from the second -
story windows.  The home, unable to be salvaged, was demolished recently and is now an empty 
lot.  We extend our sincere condolences to the entire Stuart/Mallory family.   

many years.  Roger was a member of the Almond Community Church, Loyal Order of Moose and the 
American Legion.  
 

LINDA MCKIBBEN JOHNSON, who died on January 13, 2021 at her  home in Marion, NC.   She 
resided in Almond for several years, attended AACS and was a member of Camp Fire Girls.  She was a 
proud veteran of the U.S. Navy Hospital Corp, and of the USNTC Bainbridge WAVES. Linda was also 
a member of the Pleasant Gardens Baptist Church, American Legion and Marion Lions Club. She en-
joyed crafts, cooking and spending time with her family, friends and neighbors. 
 

CLIFFORD DUBREUIL, who died at the age of 90 on January 24, 2021. Cliff earned his Bache-
lors and Masters in Physical Education from Indiana University and served with the U.S. Army as First 
Lieutenant, INF, USAR.  Cliff started his career at the University of Rochester as a coach, intramural 
director, and teacher. He worked at Alfred University from 1959 – 2004. He became a member of the 
AU Hall of Fame in 1993 and received Emeritus Status in 2006. He valued the opportunity to work with 
James McLane and Alex Yunevich as the Freshman Football Coach. As Head Track Coach and Cross-
Country Coach, his contributions to NCAA Division III Track and Field are a lasting legacy. He was 
founder and coach for the Alfred Atalantans for women.  Considered by his students and athletes as a 
mentor, a teacher, and someone they could call on when needed, he was listed as a noteworthy educator, 
and coach by Marquis Who's Who. 

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF CONT... 

TRAGIC FIRE CLAIMS LIFE OF NANCY STUART MALLORY 
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By Donna B. Ryan and Valerie DuMond 

As with other programs and events scheduled by the 
Almond Historical Society this past year, our Annu-
al Christmas Open House at Hagadorn House and 
the accompanying musical program (held in the Al-
mond Community Church sanctuary for decades) 
was cancelled due to Covid-19 Pandemic re-
strictions. 

Disappointed by the fact that this program would be 
missed greatly, Pastor Scott DuMond’s wife, Va-
lerie, and Side Porch Ballet director, Lauren Norris, 
were sensing that God was providing a way so that a 
safe outdoor event could be held. 

Believe me, I had my doubts when the plans for an 
outdoor celebration – in December – began to for-
mulate.    Outside???   Dancers??  No control over 
the weather??  How is this going to work? 

But . . . let me tell you:  It turned out to be a very 
successful day. . . .and the sun shone!  

Although it was cold, folks sat in lawn chairs on the 
church lawn (which had been plowed and shoveled) 
all bundled up in their winter outerwear complete 
with scarves, hats, mittens and blankets!  A few who 
could not get out, viewed the performance from 
within their cars in the parking lot.  Many Almond 
Community Church goers set up for the event which 

included fire pits where folks could get warm.  Everything was beautifully decorated for Christmas in-
cluding the tables where Louise Schwartz and other ladies were serving refreshments of hot cocoa, indi-
vidually wrapped Christmas cookies made by our AHS friends and Kitty Baker’s famous wassail.  Kitty 
has been the one who has prepared this well-known hot spiced cider for decades, which contains a 
“secret ingredient”, says Mrs. Baker.  

The ACC Chime Choir, decked out in matching red fleece scarves, played “Carol of the Bells”, directed 
by David Hardy.  Linda Staiger directed a community choir of about fifteen, as well as a small chil-
dren’s ensemble again in matching scarves. We all were filled with CHRISTmas spirit along with lots of 
fresh winter air as we sang carols with choir.  There was a group of youth dancers from Lauren Norris’ 
Side Porch Ballet and they did a wonderful job, as they have in past AHS Christmas programs.  (Never 
saw them dance in boots before! But with the global pandemic of 2020 we have all needed to be flexible 
and willing to do things way out of the ordinary. We say: Hats off to the youth for leading the way.)  A 
family group also sang with their own guitar accompaniment. It was beautiful.  Dave Burns, from Ando-
ver, stepped in as the sound person at the last minute.  Pastor DuMond shared a Biblical devotional dur-
ing the program that challenged us to seek after the greatest treasure of all time, Jesus! 

Never in the decades-old history of the AHS Christmas Open House and musical program has it been 
done this way! But we celebrated in a new way – as we have been forced to do since this Covid thing hit 
this year.  We are thankful to the folks who had the idea for the outdoor celebration, came up with the 
plans and put it together – and for all who took part!  Also thankful that God gave us Sonshine that day!  

ALMOND COMMUNITY CHURCH & AHS COLLABORATE FOR THE 
2020 OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
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I wrote a note of thanks to Tom, expressing my 
excitement and appreciation in receiving these pic-
tures of my neighborhood taken by my longtime 
neighbor, and a few days later I received another 
envelope from Tom:  “I am very glad that I sent 
the pictures.  I would have never expected them to 
get to someone so closely connected to both the 
pictures and to my grandparents!  I found (more) 
photos of the grandparents’ place after the Flood of 

’72.  The garden in 
back was all rocks, 
the garage was 
missing a couple of 
sides and 
someone’s shed was 
in their back yard.  
My brother, mother 
and I were remem-
bering how we 
would go down on 
weekends to shovel 
mud out of the 
basement and clean 
up the first floor.  
Boy that was a job!  
I remember how my 
grandparents went 
to the school during 
the flood. I also re-
member how Erie 
Street was washed 
up on their side of 
the street.” 
 

His letter continued:  “As kids going to the creek, 
going up to the railroad tracks, and spending time 
with Earl Sr. were always things to look forward 
to.  Also going to Kellogg’s Store was a big deal!  
In my treasures from my grandparents I have a 
booklet from the Flood of 1935. My boys will nev-
er have the connection to Almond that I do, so I 
am thinking that the Historical Society might like 
it.  Thank you so much for your message. It really 
brought a lot of joy and memories.”  
  
Thank you, Tom, for finding a new “home” for 
these pictures of bygone days! 

Sometimes the Post Office provides a surprise 
package that takes one back several decades.  That 
happened to me a couple of weeks ago, when the 
AHS received a large envelope from Tom Hurd of 
Cheektowaga filled with black and white pictures 
taken by his Great Grandfather Earl Hurd, Sr.   
When I opened the package, I realized it contained 
many pictures of my house and the Erie Street/
Main Street area.  I was so surprised and excited to 
see these pictures! 
 
Earl Sr. lived at 
52 Main Street for 
many years with 
his son, Earl and 
his wife Bertina.  
We moved to 54 
Main in 1964 – 
and they had lived 
across the Erie 
Street side street a 
long time before 
that.  Earl was a 
good neighbor – a 
quiet, gentle man.  
I did not realize he 
was a “hobby” 
photographer until 
I saw the pictures! 
 
There were many 
Almond snow-
storm pictures 
dated February 
10, 1970.  Photos 
of the new construction (undated) of the Erie Ave-
nue bridge and one ca. 1967 that Earl had marked: 
“Post Office under construction in Almond.”   
 
Other historical photos include many of the Hor-
nell’s  now long-gone Flat Iron Point, victim to the 
Urban Renewal program and the construction of 
the arterial highway leading to Canisteo.   The re-
nowned Sherwood Hotel, the subway that went 
under the railroad tracks, and many of that area’s 
businesses brought back many memories to Lillian 
Hanks, one of our faithful Friday afternoon volun-
teers.  
 
 

PHOTOS FROM THE PAST 

By Donna B. Ryan 
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