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ALMOND DAYS 

Saturday,             
September 11, 2021 

Parade - 10 a.m. 

All Day Park Events: 

Vendors, Games,                
Chicken BBQ 

Hagadorn House 

Open 11-3 for tours &     
family file browsing 

______________ 
 

HAGADORN HOUSE/
OFFICE 

Open Friday afternoons        
2 - 4 p.m. or call for          

appointment (607) 725 0735 

______________ 

TENT RENTAL           
AVAILABLE 

Call Adam Evans 

(607) 968 1382 

______________ 

President: Louise Schwartz 

Vice President: Helen Spencer 

Treasurer: Teresa Johnson 
Secretary/Newsletter editor: 

 Donna Ryan 

Board of directors 

Mike Baker 

Cindy Banker 

Cash Davison 

Adam Evans 

Brad Hager 

Dan Hegarty 

Save the date:  

Saturday,  

September 11, 

2021:  This 

year the      

Almond Days 

celebration will 

center on    

Almond’s       

Bicentennial: 

the establish-

ment and 

naming of the 

Town of      

Almond.   

Lots of activities are planned:  The annual parade will begin at 

Karrdale Avenue at 10 a.m. and come south on Main Street, 

ending at the Village park.  Prizes for parade participants will be 

awarded at 1 p.m. in the park gazebo.  Vendors will set up in the 

park at 8 a.m., offering games, crafts, unique activities and lots 

of fun stuff!  A kids coloring contest is also planned, as well as a 

treasure hunt for children.  Almond Community Church will be 

the site of a cooking contest, with recipes that feature maple   

syrup.  At noon, Stearns barbecue chicken will be for sale in the 

park.  Once again, horse-drawn wagon rides around town will be 

available.  Music by various groups will be played from the      

gazebo.  

Plans are also being made for a block party from 7-9 on Friday 

evening, September 10, by the Village Park.   

Our Hagadorn House will be open Saturday from 11 to 3.  We 

will offer tours of the 1830s house, as well as accessibility to 

books, memorabilia, maps, and family files in the archives/office.   

If you would like to volunteer to help that day, please contact 

Donna Ryan (607) 724 0735 or email dryan14804@gmail.com. 

ALMOND DAYS 2021 TO              
CELEBRATE OUR BICENTENNIAL 
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HAPPY 200th BIRTHDAY, TOWN OF ALMOND! 

We have written many times about the arrival of the very first settlers in this valley in 1796-97.  But it     

is important to remember that the Town of Almond was not actually formed until 1821.   

Part of the extensive Pulteney Estate, the early settlement here was known as “Number Fourt Settlement”. 

As such, it was included in and was a part of the Town of Canisteo.  The very old records of Canisteo 

town covering the period of 1801-1810, inclusive, indicate that the early residents of Almond took an   

active part in the civic affairs of the Town (Canisteo).   

By an act of the NYS Legislature, Allegany County was formed from the County of Genesee on April 7, 

1806. From the time of its formation, political influence has played havoc with Allegany’s geography,  

according to John Reynolds’ The Almond Story.  Towns were taken away here and added there in the  

early days of its history and boundary  lines have changed as often.  When Allegany County was first   

settled, as was Steuben, it was a part of Ontario County with the county seat in Canandaigua.  In 1802,  

the County of Genesee, of which Allegany was a part, was created and the political center became        

Batavia.  This arrangement was unsatisfactory as the transaction of legal business entailed many miles     

of travel and consumed valuable days of time. 

A series of decisions involving the NYS legislature regarding county and town lines resulted in the Town 

of Alfred’s creation and extended the present northern boundary all the way south to the Pennsylvania 

state line and included the present towns of Almond, Alfred, Andover and Independence.  

Even though the early settlers came to Karr and McHenry Valleys before Alfred was settled, Almond was 

included in the Township of Alfred.  Almond continued to be a part of the huge Town of Alfred until it 

was formed as a separate town by an act of the Legislature, March 16, 1821: Hence our Bicentennial year!   

The initial town meeting was held on the first Tuesday in April, 1821, at the home of David Crandall in 

Karr Valley for the purpose of organizing the affairs of the town and electing a slate of town officers.   

Tarbell Whitney acted as moderator. 

According to John Reynolds’ account, the following officers were elected:  Supervisor, Silas Stillman; 

town clerk, L. S. Rathbun; assessors, David Crandall, Roswell W. Knight and George Lockhart;          

commissioners of highways, George Lamphere; overseers of the poor, Stephen McKay and Amos Maxon; 

school commissioners, L. S. Rathbun, William Howe and Henry McHenry; inspectors of schools, Roswell 

W. Knight; Samuel Karr and William Burdick. 

Several bylaws were passed at the beginning, among which was one to restrain horses, cattle, and hogs 

from running at large within one mile of any meeting place or gristmill.  Samuel Neeley’s barnyard in 

North Valley was designated as a pound and he was made poundmaster.  L. S. Rathbun and Daniel 

McHenry were directed to draw a map of the town. 

Subsequent town records describe the manner by 

which each farmer identified his sheep in the early 

days by cutting certain slips or notches in their 

ears.  After this mark was described, a drawing 

was made of a sheep’s ear that showed accurately 

just how they were marked, and this information 

was filed with the town clerk.   

About 1826, a town law was passed forbidding 

parents to send their children to school with the 

itch.  The penalty for doing so was $5 (a lot of 

money in those days!)  Teachers with the disease 

were liable to a fine of $10!   
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ALMOND RECEIVES ITS NAME  

The naming of the town apparently took place at the time of the town’s establishment: 1821.  There has 

been much discussion on the truth of where the name came from.  This is explained by an article written 

by Craig Braack appearing in The Almond Gleaner on September 5, 1996, the 200th anniversary of the 

first settlers’ coming to Almond.    

Craig writes:  “The Beer’s History of Allegany County in 1879 states that during an early town meeting 

around 1821, the town fathers were debating over possible names for their town. A young boy passed 

through, hawking a tray of nuts including almonds.  At this point, someone suggested the name Almond, 

and as they say, the rest is history.  Unfortunately, I found myself subscribing to this simplistic view of 

taking history at face value and 

assuming that is the truth.  At 

this point we must look at this 

version with skepticism and ask:   

Does the ‘boy selling almonds 

story’ really hold up under closer 

examination? 

“Two views must be explored. . . 

. with the first being, do you re-

ally think almonds were availa-

ble in the American frontier in 

1821?  I really don’t think so.  

Secondly, we must consider the 

ethnic heritage of our early set-

tlers.  Many of the first residents 

in Almond were of Scottish de-

scent with names such as Karr, 

McHenry, etc.  The majority of 

our early settlers brought few 

material possessions with them 

but it’s important to remember 

they brought their culture.   

“About 10 miles west of Edin-

burgh, Scotland flows the Al-

mond River, and it is from this area our settlers originated.  If the valleys and creeks of your new area re-

mind you of the old country, wouldn't it seem reasonable to name your new home in honor of your old?  

No doubt they had longings for their homeland so by keeping a familiar name they could maintain their 

culture in the new land. 

“I might also add that in Scotland the river is pronounced ‘Elmond’, and not ‘Allmond’.  Out of a sense of 

respect for our settlers of Almond, we must pronounce it as they did.   

“Summarily, I believe the story of the boy selling almonds is just that:  a story.  Sure it makes for a nice 

story to tell the grandchildren on the front porch, but history isn’t like that when you strive for accuracy.  

But isn’t that one of the things life is all about?” 
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Life in Almond 70 years ago . . . a much simpler time . . . was the topic of a delightful conversation be-

tween 92-year old Almond native Jeanne Kame Schwartz, her  sister-in-law, Louise Newman Schwartz 

and myself recently.  

Jeanne has seen a lot of changes, having lived in Almond her entire life.  The cute little cottage-type 

house with its a white picket fence on Chapel Street has been home to Jeanne and her husband, Fred, for 

more than 70 years.  Here they brought up their two daughters, Chris (Drumm) and Susan (Lockwood).   

Jeanne was born on March 13, 1929, the oldest daughter of Ed and Evelyn Willis Kame.  Many will re-

member her mom, Evelyn, who served as Town of Almond Clerk for several years, and how she will-

ingly issued annual hunting. . . .and marriage . . . . licenses from her home office on Chapel Street.  

Jeanne’s sisters, who have since passed away, were Joyce Kame Lawson and Joanne Kame McIntosh. 

Their dad, Ed, was one of four brothers:   Rob, Walter, who ran the Atlantic gas station by Al Palmer’s 

(where “I took my skates to be oiled”), and ``happy-go-lucky” George, who was famous for his involve-

ment with the annual Horsetraders Convention. (AHS newsletter Apr/May/June 2010). None of his 

brothers were married, Jeanne said.  Their sister, Hattie Carnes, and her husband, Elmer, lived on Erie 

Street where Jefferds live now.  Jeanne remembers her dad, Ed, as an industrious gardener who tended 

to four garden plots: one at their Chapel Street home, two plots at the Bayless and Lockhart properties 

on Chapel Street, and the one at Hattie and Elmer Carnes’ home.   

 

A CONVERSATION WITH LIFELONG RESIDENT JEANNE KAME SCHWARTZ 

By Donna Ryan 
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WE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

The flat field behind the creek 
adjoining the Carnes property 
was the site of the village ball 
field.  The (old) Almond school 
Phys Ed classes were also held 
there.  Jeanne described a foot-
bridge across Canacadea Creek, 
built by Ed and Rob, which 
was located “beside Guthrie’s 
house” and gave access to the 
fields.  This long-gone bridge 
was “taken out by the ‘35 
flood, but they built it back 
again,” Jeanne said.  “My 
mother took us to many ball 
games over there . .  my dad 
played ball.”  

Their mom, Evelyn, had a half-
sister, Frances Rose, 
(“Frannie”), who was less than 
four years older than Jeanne. 
Even though technically her 
aunt, “she was like a sister to 
me,” Jeanne commented.  The 
Almond Historical Society 
owes a huge debt of gratitude 
to “Frannie”, as we were the 
beneficiary of a large portion of 
her estate, which enabled us to 
build our much appreciated  
office/archives building.   

Jeanne attended the “old”     
Almond school until the      
centralized AACS was opened 
in 1940, when she became a 
sixth grader at the brand new 
school with Mr. Elmer Willard 

as her teacher.  She and Fred started “going together” when she was 16:  he was a basketball player and 
she was a cheerleader.  The school bus would leave them off at Fenner’s store after games and practices, 
and they would walk home together.  She graduated with the Class of 1947.  They were married on June 
5, 1948, and they have had 73 years together! 

Jeanne had a variety of jobs before she was married:  She babysat for many local families, including the 
Otto Jones family (he was the village cop) . .  Billingtons (AACS teacher) . . DeLavergnes  . . .Pastor and 
Mrs. Jackson’s family. . .The going rate for babysitting back in the 40s was 10 cents an hour . . and 25 
cents after midnight, according to Jeanne. 

She also worked for Sophie and George Lewis, who had a dairy farm on McHenry Valley Road but sold 
bottled milk from a little building behind their Main Street home.  “Sophie boarded teachers -- Olin John-
son and Vera Paulson were among some of them. I would go up and do the supper dishes and wash the 
‘milk dishes’ for them.  I got $2 a week!” 
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But her favorite was her job at the Almond phone company.  This was back in the days of “number 

please” . . . “long-short-long” rings . . . and way before the dial tone.  Mable McIntosh ran the phone 

company then, and Jeanne worked from 5pm to 10pm.  “I would sleep overnight there in case there was 

an emergency call, and I would open up in the morning for Harriet Ide, who worked from 9am to 5pm.  

“I loved working at the telephone company.  At night, the Erie sometimes called for Frank Whitford to 

come into work . . . or once in a while someone would come into the office and ask me to call a taxi for 

them.”  

With all the jobs that Jeanne had, you would think there wouldn’t be time for some recreation and fun.  

But she remembers that the playground was a favorite place for the kids to hang out  . . . and the curfew 

was at 9 p.m.  “The tennis courts at the playground were a popular place, but you had to wait in line to 

play.”  She remembers playing tennis with her good friend, Dorothy Lorow (Taft) “who lived in the 

double house down by the gas station.”     She also fondly remembered going to the home of another 

good friend, Mary Baker (Petric), whose mother had “nail polish!”      

Rather early in her young life, Jeanne began playing “Aunt Ruth’s” violin.  

Aunt Ruth was Ruth Ebner Coats (later VanOrman) who had adopted 

Jeanne’s mother, Evelyn. Ruth was a sister to Evelyn’s biological mother, 

Carrie Ebner.  Jeanne took violin lessons with Olin Johnson . .  and then 

with Jean Baker (upstairs over Koskie’s Music Store on Main Street, Hor-

nell).  She later played with Hugo Winterhalter’s orchestra in Canisteo, as 

well as performing many solos at Almond Union Church.  Jessie Ostrander 

accompanied Jeanne, who confessed that she was afraid to get on the 

stage.  “People would clap and Mrs. Ostrander would say ‘They want an-

other one’ – but she would say “I don’t have another one to play!” 

Admitting that she is a hopeless “keeper” of 

memorabilia and irreplaceable family items, 

Jeanne tenderly brought her mother’s antique porcelain doll down from 

her upstairs bedroom:  A beautiful brunette dressed in a sweet lace-

trimmed dress sewn by her sister “Joy” (“from measurements that I sent 

her in the mail”) and stockings hand knit by her “Grandma Ebner”.  

“When I was going to Almond grade school, I would come home for 

lunch and take this doll for a ride in her doll carriage down to Emmett 

Palmer’s and back . . .”    

 “The olden days were the best . . . I live on my memories now,”  she 

said.  Her enthusiasm and joy in reminiscing made our two-hour visit 

short as we listened to Jeanne’s amazing recall of her “early” Almond  

life.   

A CONVERSATION……..CONT. 
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Almond Historical Society’s 46th Annual Strawberry Festival 2021 was a great success, according to all 
who participated!   

Activities started early Monday morning, June 21, when the men arrived with 24 flats (192 quarts) of 
strawberries, and the washing process began.  The crew came with their hulling utensils and the meeting 
room adjacent to the kitchen was humming with conversation and fun.  As the tubs were filled with 
cleaned and hulled berries, they were taken to Muhleisen’s Restaurant uptown and sliced, then returned, 
“sugared”, and 
left to sweeten 
for the evening 
event.  Mean-
while, others 
were cleaning 
tables and chairs 
under the tent 
and pavilion, 
which our crew 
of men had set 
up and arranged 
the day before.   
After the biscuits 
were buttered, 
most of the team 
went home – 
some of them to be coming back soon to join others as servers, cashiers, waiters, runners, dish washers,  
and on the clean up crew.  The impending weather threat resulted (thankfully) in only a small rainstorm 
before customers came . . . but we were told that big storms happened around us, which did keep out-of-
towners from coming.   

You could tell that folks were happy to be out and about following months of covid-imposed isolation and 
quarantines.  However, some fears among area residents still lingered, and we ended up selling about 100 
less servings than 2019.   We realized a profit of around $1350 – which was some $270 less than 2019.  
But we were very happy with the results:  It was so encouraging to witness the cooperation of our very 
willing board members and volunteers, and to greet and serve 
the folks who came out to support this, our 46th annual event.    

Thank you to ALL 
who helped in one 
way or another:  We 
had a variety of 
folks from eager 
young people/Boy 
Scouts to our faith-
ful, stalwart octoge-
narians . . . (and all 
those in between) . . 
.  who have worked 
this event for dec-
ades!  We are look-
ing forward to our 
47th annual event in 
2022! 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 2021 A SUCCESS!! 
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We are always excited to receive relics and items associated with life here in Almond.  Thank you to 

those who remember us and are glad to have a place for safekeeping of these treasures.  

Recently, Liz Kernan brought in a charming item for our 

Children’s Room  which Ken, her late husband, had 

“rescued” many years ago.   Ken was at the landfill one day, 

and saw folks throwing out items that seemed valuable to 

him.   After a conversation with them, he was invited to 

clean out the attic of the home.  This antique miniature 

child's victrola phonograph is about 18” high. The cabinet is 

in good shape and shows the label, “ , 

THE GARFORD MFG. Co. ELYRIA, OH”.  Also included 

was a box of about twenty 7” records under the label “Little 

Wonder”, which play only one side.  Some of the titles are 

“London Bridge”, “Let the Rest of the World Go By,” and 

“Gladiator March”.  I can’t wait to see how our fourth grad-

ers, who visit in June, attempt to identify this 100+ years old 

item!    

 

 

Chris Rossman Kernan brought in an interesting item 

one day:  her late father, Ralph’s, honey extractor.  

Her story:  “Ralph Rossman spent his life farming.  

Later in life he had a passion for bee keeping.  He said 

many times that bee keeping was like farming:  ‘No 

matter how hard we try to get the bees to do what we 

want, they will do what they want.  Nature does what 

nature wants.’  In the early years when it came time to 

extract the honey he had to depend on other people 

since he didn’t have his own extractor.  Dad finally 

bought an extractor from an old man.  I don’t know 

the man’s name . . Dad just referred to him as ‘an old 

man’.  It was an old antique honey extractor but it re-

ally worked well.  It had a manual crank that took 

work but Dad always felt it did a great job of extracting all the honey from the frames.  My sister and I, 

after many years, bought him a brand new stainless steel extractor.  The new one was also a manual 

crank although it worked much easier.  Even though it worked well, Dad once said ’I think the old ex-

tractor worked better at getting all the honey off.’  Dad always felt that if something was working well, 

why change it!” 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
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Cathy Baggan, Stafford, VA, recently  sent  

several pictures and clippings from the Karr    

family. Cathy (and her sister Margaret Wehr,    

Jordan, NY – both AHS members) are daughters 

of the late Eileen Palmer Towner.   A clipping  

dated 1939 tells of their great grandmother, Alice 

Wilcox Karr’s 86th birthday party held at the 

Loon Lake cottage of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Miles.   

Alice was the mother of Mrs. Harriet Karr Palmer, 

wife of Luin Palmer.  They lived on Park Street, 

Almond, in the home where Pauls . . . then 

Woughters. . . and now Dirlams live.    

The newspaper clipping also tells about Alice’s 

son, Darwin Karr, who was visiting his mother for 

the first time in 12 years.  Another picture sent by 

Cathy is of Darwin, whose acting career in Holly-

wood began around 1911. Appearing in over 140  

  

 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS AND FRIENDS 

films, Karr was known for Eugene Wrayburn 

(1911) and Blood and Water (1914, and The    

Village Homestead (1915).  Born July 25, 1875 in 

Almond, he died on December 31, 1945 at age 70 

in Los Angeles, CA and is buried in Forest Lawn 

Memorial Park, Glendale, CA.  

 

Marilyn Zirkelbach Habern, Lakeland FL:          

Jim and I enjoyed reading the article on the 1972 

flood.  We both enjoyed Heidi's article "Memories 

of a Five-Year Old Refugee".   Writing and       

storytelling must run in the family!   I recall the 

flood, as my late husband Jesse and I were living 

in Rochester.  We were following the reports 

etc.  After the rain stopped, I said to Jesse "We 

need to see if we can get Mom & Daddy (Serena 

& Don Zirkelbach) and bring them back to    

Rochester where they can be safe and              

comfortable”.  So we jumped in our car bent on a 

mission to bring my parents to Rochester.  At that 

time I knew some of the back roads to get into  

Almond, and we did manage to get to the out-

skirts.  I told the patrol person we were there to 

bring my parents back to Rochester.  So they took 

us to the school.  It was like old home day seeing 

and talking to the many people!!!  When I        

presented the escape plan to my parents, they told 

me there was no way they were going back to 

Rochester with us.  I think they were rather       

enjoying being with the neighbors and the social 

aspect of it.  Besides when they could leave, they 

wanted to check out their home. So we returned to 

Rochester from our adventure.  Water had come 

into their basement and they lost a freezer, but 

PTL no serious damage.  I remember the silt the 

waters left behind marking where the flood waters 

had been: that was visible for a long time.  Thank 

you for the article.   Jim & Marilyn Habern 
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January 31, 1946: 

Indications that work on the proposed Almond Dam 

might get underway before the end of April were 

made recently when a dozen of the families in the 

vicinity of Goff Bridge section were asked to vacate 

their homes by April 15 by officials of the local State 

Highway Department.  In the deficiency supply bill 

passed by Congress and signed by President Truman 

the later part of December, a total of $1,030,500 was 

set aside for Almond Dam and channel improve-

ments and levees.  (See AHS newsletter June 2001 

and September 2001) 

 

July 18, 1946: 

The $3,330,000 contract for construction of the Al-

mond Dam has ben awarded by the federal govern-

ment to Carlo Bianchi and Co., Inc, of Framingham, 

Mass.  The project was authorized by the Federal 

Food Control Act of 1936 . . .but plans laid dormant 

because of the War.   

 THE ALMOND DAM 

FROM THE ALFRED SUN (75 YEARS AGO) 

The maximum pool 

created by the dam 

will barely reach the 

Village of Almond.  

At full capacity the 

reservoir or lake will 

extend 2 ½ miles up-

stream from Goff 

Bridge but the occur-

rence is of extreme 

low frequency.  Com-

putations released by 

the Army Corps of 

Engineers show that it 

will be completely full 

once in 100 years and 

half full once every 

ten years.   

—————————————————— 

This is a fascinating story, with those still living 

who watched houses pulled through town on flat-

beds and huge earth-moving equipment move dirt 

and build the dam become fewer each year.        

Although a limited number of 2001 copies are 

available, it might be well to reprint that story . . . 

Any comments or interest?  Contact me:                    
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Elizabeth “Betty” Rachael Schwartz, 94, who 

passed away on June 25, 2021, at her home in Hor-

nell. She attended school at the old Almond School, 

and then Alfred-Almond School where she graduat-

ed in 1945. She was an active member of the Alfred 

Almond Alumni Association, faithfully supporting 

her class reunion and attending annual alumni ban-

quets.  Betty was employed at the “chair factory” in 

Almond, Sears in Hornell, Alfred University, Alfred 

State College, and Alfred-Almond Central School.  

Betty and her family attended Almond Methodist 

Church where she was a Sunday school teacher, 

choir director and youth leader. After the Methodist 

church closed, she and her family attended Hillside 

Baptist Church where she served as a Sunday school 

teacher and a youth choir director. Through the years 

she led many Bible studies well into her 90's. 

Audrey Torrey Connell, 102, who died June 24, 

2021, in Wellsville.  A 1936 graduate of Arcade 

Central School, she received her teaching degree 

from Geneseo College in 1939. Audrey taught      

 

 

 

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF 

special education, advanced reading, and fourth 

grade for many years at Alfred-Almond Central 

School. Audrey was a long-time member of Eastern 

Star. She was a member of the Almond Senior Citi-

zens, and was also deeply invested in the Almond 

Community Church. In a 2012 feature, in the Alfred 

Sun, Audrey was remembered as an advocate for 

meeting younger parishioners  half-way, and credit-

ed the church for being "a wonderful place to wor-

ship." An avid camper, she enjoyed her retirement 

wintering in Florida for a span of about 18 years. 

Gerald Donald Zirkelbach, 94, who died June 29, 

2021 at his home in Lakeland, FL. An AACS Class 

of 1945 graduate, Don entered the US Navy at the 

age of 18.  He took his basic training at Sampson 

Naval Base, and shipped out to the Philippines are-

na. After returning to Hornell, Don worked for sev-

eral bread companies which took him and his family 

to Syracuse, Albany, Buffalo, Kentucky and Mary-

land.  Eventually they retired to Florida.  Don was a 

life member of the Almond Historical Society. 
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