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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

Spring/Summer 2020 April— Sept   Editor—Donna Ryan    Asst. Editor—Lindsy Palmer     Est. 1965 

Upcoming  

Events 

 

PLEASE HELP US: 
IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID 

YOUR 2020 DUES, PLEASE 

DO SO PROMPTLY. 

 

SUNDAY,             

SEPT. 20, 2020 

Open House 2-5 pm  

Program 3 pm:     

John Babbitt        

“The Vin Fizz Story” 

 

AHS OFFICERS 2020-21 

President— Louise Schwartz 

Vice President— Helen Spencer 

Treasurer— teresa Johnson 

Secretary— Donna Ryan 

Board members: 

Cindy Banker 

Brad Hager 

Mike Baker 

Adam Evans 

Kim Costello 

Dan Hegarty 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: THIS AHs NEWSLETTER ISSUE 

WILL SERVE AS THE SPRING/SUMMER 2020 ISSUE; MADE 

NECESSARY DUE TO RESTRICTIONS AND COMPLICATIONS 

OF THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC. 

Who can ID all of these Strawberry Festival volunteers from 2006?? 

Hundreds of strawberry lovers are going to be disappointed this 
year!  For the first time in 46 years, the Almond Historical Society 
will not be serving their famous shortcakes!   

It was a tough decision to make:  to cancel our annual Strawberry 
Festival , , , , but because of the strict limitations placed on us due to 
the  Covid-19 Pandemic. .  . social distancing . . . controlled seating . 
. .mandatory masking . . .   . . . we had no choice. 

Jim Woughter, a faithful AHS supporter, indicated on a FaceBook 
post, that he planned to send a donation to the AHS in the amount 
that they would have spent for shortcakes.  We think that is a great 
idea!  We will gladly accept any donations – which will go toward 
our expenses in maintaining the 1830s Hagadorn House property.   
This past year, we spent a lot of money on restoring the front porch 
and we also have a new roof.  Next year, we will need to paint the 
house.  So folks – if you want to help us with a Strawberry Festival 
special donation, we will be very happy to receive it!   You can send 
your check to Almond Historical Society, PO Box 203, Almond, 
New York 14804.  Thank you for your continued support for our 
projects!   

NO STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL   

IN 2020! 
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SCHULE ITEMS RETURNED TO ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Fred Schule and his wife, Anne, of Geneva re-
cently sent us two large envelopes containing 
pictures and several items pertaining to Al-
mond.   But the most recent envelope contained  
the sad news that his parents, Jacob and Marga-
ret “Betsy” Schule, had passed away last month 
in their home in Cortland on May 12 and May 
6, 2020, respectively.   

The couple came to Almond in 1950, just after 
Jacob had received his BS in library science 
from the State University of New York at Alba-
ny.  Both taught at AACS from 1950-54, with 
Jacob serving as librarian.  They then moved to 
Cortland, where Jacob’s career was within vari-
ous aspects of library and literature at Cortland 
State Teachers College/SUNY Cortland. 

The couple remained longtime friends with sev-
eral area families, including the Phelans and the 
Westlakes.  In past years, the couple had re-
turned for safekeeping at AHS several items of 
Linn’s unique pottery, including many of his 
distinctive “crazy fruits” and also their collec-
tion of Linn’s handcrafted block print Christ-
mas cards.  

Among the “treasures” in the latest envelope 
were several “blast from the past” pictures, in-
cluding a group photo of the Class of 1963 as 
sixth-graders or early junior high-ers and the 
1963 Alcen staff.   

What fun we had with Barb and Bob Baker, Bob 
as a member of that class, attempting to identify-
ing  the nearly 50 “kids” with hands folded neat-
ly in their laps and feet crossed identically in the 
front row.  The name of the teacher seems to be a 
mystery . . .  

Also received were black and white pictures of 
two familiar institutions:   The Alfred-Almond 
Central School, dated 1952 (below), shows the 
original building prior to several additions.   The 
“pines” forest located on the hill behind the 
school . .  the huge side yard which appears to be 
the site of the original track, and the vintage au-
tomobiles parked in front.  What do you see that 
summons a special memory?   
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The Almond Union Church photo, also ca. 1950s, 
shows the handsome organ pipes and the  center 
console pre-1960s.  Remember the maroon velvet 
curtains which hid the keyboards and the lower 
extremities of the choir members?  Also notice the 
straight back choir chairs, the brass candlesticks 
and cross on the communion table, and the old 
furnace grates?   

Of special interest  is a 16-page pamphlet with a 
well-worn hand-drawn colorful cover entitled 
“Cookies”.  The table of contents reads 
“Twentieth Century Club’s Cooky Sheet” with 
seven classifications: Refrigerator cookies, Molas-
ses cookies, Sugar cookies, Christmas cookies, 
Date cookies, Bar Cookies, and Assorted cookies. 
The first chapter, Refrigerator Cookies, contains 
this intro:  “This seems to me to be a good place 
to start, for refrigerator cookies are like money in 
the bank: wonderful in an emergency.” 

The identification of the bakers and their 
“specialties” serves as a walk down memory lane:  
Names like Audrey Torrey, Eloise Baker, Serena 
Zirkelbach, Gladys Witter, Ethel Dexter, Mabel 
Halsey, Helene Phelan, Elizabeth Greene, Grace 
Ewell, Doris Hanks, Dorothy Crusen (who de-
scribes her brown sugar cookies as “soft and 
good!”) 

The list of cookie bakers continues:  Jessie Co-
burn, Ruth Kellogg, Lillian Patterson, Ellen Mac-
Michael, Winifred Mensinger, Grace Wightman, 
Dorothy Whitford, Betsy Schule, Ellen MacMi-
chael, Elsie MacIntosh, Leona Guild, Mary Scott, 
Gertrude McIntosh, Luella Westlake, Marilyn  

Lock-
wood, 
Bertha 
Klees, 
Agnes 
Fritz, 
Mary 
Petric, 
Frances 
Leather-
sich, 
Marion 
Straight, 
Eliza-
beth 
Karr, 
Maxine 
Averill, 
Melrose 
Lilly, 
Norma 
Clark, 
Mabel 
McIn-
tosh, 
Grace 
Guild, Martha DeLavergne, Sue Turner, and Ber-
nice Burdett who describes her coconut cookies as 
“A good crisp one!” 

How many of these cookie bakers do you remem-
ber??  This gem will be filed in the Twentieth Cen-
tury Club file at AHS – but if you are looking for a 
recipe from one of your favorite bakers, contact us 
and we will be happy to copy it for you!  Email 
Donna B. Ryan, dryan14804@gmail.com.  

We extend our sincere sympathy on the passing of 
Jacob and Betsy and our gratitude to their sons, 
Fred and John, for sharing these vintage Almond 
artifacts with us.  

SCHULE ITEMS RETURNED TO ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ACROSS 

2.ANGELICA 

5. HURD 

7. HARMON 

9. BE 

11. TORCH 

12. TURNPIKE 

14. ONIONS 

15. AM 

16. SISSON 

18. MABEL 

19. SMITTY 

21. BE 

DOWN 

2. MARTIN 

2. ANN 

3. EMERSON 

4. CLAIM 

5. HOT 

6. DECKS 

8. MASONS 

9. BUN 

10. FENNER 

12. TON 

13. PALMER 

17. STUARTS 

20. MORFORD 

21. BARRELED 

24. BELMONT 

25. WEST 

26. CLINT 

27. MARK 

28. CLERGY 

30. HISTORY 

34. COLEMAN 

36. KEN 

37. LEE 

22. BUD 

23. KARR 

24. BIRD 

29. WHEELER 

31. LEO 

32. IS 

33. TORRENCE 

35 STUNTS 

36. KELLOGG 

38. FEED 

39 TURKEYS 

40. ALMOND 

Answers to the crossword puzzle on page 15 

mailto:dryan14804@gmail.com
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(Ed. note: We are all reeling from the effects of 
the Covid 19 global pandemic. . . death, serious 
illness, loss of jobs, the effects of isolation, the 
unknowns we face in the future: how long will 
this go on . . . will we ever be “normal” again? ?  
Browsing through John Reynolds’ book, The 
Almond Story,  I found a story describing the 
hard times that Almond’s pioneers faced when 
they came to live in this wilderness in the early 
1800s. It is interesting to note 
that 200 years ago, the winter 
of 1813, the first settlers 
faced an epidemic of terrible 
sickness . . . and were totally 
dependent on “home reme-
dies”, without the medical 
help available today.)  

The year of 1813 was a time 
of sorrow for the pioneer set-
tlers. Early that year, an epi-
demic of fever swept Western 
New York. Old records define 
the disease in various ways 
such as malaria fever, pneu-
monia, typhoids, and just 
plain fever. Today, it might 
be called influenza. Whatever 
it was, it must have been 
highly contagious as hun-
dreds of people were stricken and the death toll 
was high.  

Among the prominent men in the community to 
succumb and of whom there was a record, were 
Matthew McHenry, who died January 8, 1813.  
Matthew’s death was the first to occur among 
the original settlers and occasioned much sor-
row.   He is buried in a small cemetery lying on 
the north side of the Karr Valley highway on the 
old family homestead, the property now owned 
by Susan Olix-Anderson.  He left his wife and 
six children who were faced with the problem of 
survival in the frontier settlement.  Having lost 
the man of the house, the stalwart pioneer moth-
er and the children carried on with determina-
tion and fortitude.  The only assistance they re-
ceived was that which their neighbors could of-
fer from their scanty resources.   

 

Then, ten days later on January 18, Joseph A. 
Rathbun, the town’s first schoolmaster, who had 
attended his neighbor McHenry’s funeral, passed 
on. Joseph was forty-seven. He was the father of 
three sons and five daughters.  He is buried with 
his wife Priscilla in a small cemetery a few rods 
to the west of where he built his home in the wil-
derness, or directly across the highway from the 
present residence of Cheryl Allison.   

Around the same time, Judge 
George Hornell, for whom the 
Town of Hornell was named and 
the first listed member of the Al-
mond Presbyterian Church, 
passed away at his home. An en-
trepreneur and Indian trader, he 
came to the area from PA in 
1794.  He established a profitable 
sawmill, gristmill, general store, 
inn and a home near the west end 
of what is now Main Street, Hor-
nell.  He also represented the 
Hornellsville area in the 1808 
State legislature as a member of 
the Assembly.   

Nathaniel Dike, Allegany Coun-
ty’s pioneer settler at Elm Val-
ley, also passed away at this time 

and it is reasonable to assume from the same dis-
ease.  

In the Merwin Cemetery in Almond Village 
(Mill Street), there is buried an Elizabeth Gray 
who died in February 1813, at the age of forty-
nine and at the time the epidemic was raging. 
She may have been the wife of William Gray, 
another of Almond’s pioneers. How many more 
victims of the epidemic lie in numerous un-
marked graves in the family plots and early cem-
eteries will never be known.  

(Ed. Note: The next chapter in John’s book is 
“Twelve Months of Winter” – which occurred just 
three years later . . . (see AHS newsletter Jul/Aug/
Sept 2009) “By some strange freak of nature, it 
was unseasonably cold and there was a killing 
frost or ice or snow every month in the year . . . 
crops could not grow . . . no harvest . . .” Hardy 
group, those first Almond pioneers! ) 

THE YEAR OF GREAT SORROW  

ID Judge George Hornell 
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Among our visitors last fall were Lorrie Wallace, 
who lives in Connecticut and her niece, Karen 
Knipp from Nevada.  They were searching for in-
formation on the Crandall and Stillman families.  
Once again, our archives files revealed valuable 
family information, and our cemetery census pro-
vided burial site information.  After searching and 
reading through our family files, they asked if an-
yone could take them to the cemeteries where 
their ancestors were buried.  Almond Community 
Church Pastor Charlie Emerson regularly stops by 
on Friday afternoons to say hello to the volun-
teers, and he appeared at the right time!  The Still-
man cemetery is located near the farm once 
owned by Charlie, and he and Don Jefferds 
(Almond Woodlawn Cemetery president) took the 
women to the site.   Doris Montgomery noted that 
her son-in-law, Steve Crandall, might be able to 
give more family information, and so he came 
down and spent some time with the women. 

Lorrie writes:  “My niece and I planned a visit to 
Alfred Station to find my 2x & 3x great grandpar-
ents’ cemetery stone. We also wanted to see if we 
could find more history about our family; boy, 
were we in for a great surprise!  Almond Histori-
cal Society volunteers were warm and welcoming 
and helped us uncover our history back to 1634! 
Yes, 1634! We also went on a journey with Mr. 

Jefferds and Mr. Em-
erson to find stones of 
more ancestors 
(Stillman). I cannot 
thank them enough 
for taking the time to 
help us.   My niece 
and I are planning a 
trip to England for 
more research so stay 
tuned for more! Oh, I 
almost forgot, we met 
a cousin while at the 
Historical Society! 
(Steve Crandall) 
Crandall is our family 

name.  Thank you again to all who made our trip 
so memorable.  Warm regards,  Lorrie Wallace” 

From the AHS website: 
www.almondhistory.wordpress.com:  About a 
quarter of a mile back of the residence of Mrs.  

Mae Whitford (ca. 1966 – old Alfred Almond Road 
near Town of Alfred line) and to the right after passing 
through the “V” shaped cut in the glacial moraine, is 
another small family cemetery. Included among the 
few who are buried here is Silas Stillman. He was born 
in Rhode Island on June 6, 1780, and moved to Rens-
selaer County. In 1807, he accompanied Nathan 
Green, Clark Crandall and Joseph Lanphear to Alfred. 
Two years later, he moved to Almond, where he had 
purchased 250 acres of unimproved land in the south-
ern part of the town, near the Alfred town line. 

In addition to being a farmer, Mr. Stillman was also a 
blacksmith and one of the first in the town. His shop 
was located near the present residence of Mae Whit-
ford (ca 1966). His grandson, Horace Stillman, who 
was Almond’s grand old man, once said his grandfa-
ther performed a service vital to the early settlers by 
forging their necessities. In addition to the many small 
items, he made andirons for fireplaces and the swing-
ing cranes that supported the heavy iron kettles over 
the fire in which the family cooking was done. Both 
horses and oxen were shod in this pioneer blacksmith 
shop. To shoe an ox was quite an undertaking. 

Mr. Stillman served as the first supervisor of the Town 
of Almond soon after its organization, having been 
elected at the first town meeting held April 1821. Mr. 
Stillman died June 2, 1857, at the age of 76. 

Another stone in this cemetery, part of which is miss-
ing, has been carried in some manner about fifteen feet 
away, but which fits into the base beside the grave of 
Silas. It reads: “(Name missing) Wife of Silas Still-
man, Died Feb 23, 1859.” At this location there is a 
footstone with the initials R.S. inscribed upon it. This 
would identify it as 
the grave of Rebec-
ca Stillman, the 
wife of Silas. The 
only other graves 
that can be identi-
fied here are those 
of Thomas Lewis, 
1795-1808; Marga-
ret, wife of Thom-
as, who died Oct. 
4, 1851, aged 53 
years; and their 
son, T. Menza 
Lewis, 1835-1853. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT AHS 
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On Saturday, June 6, 2020, many of us were 
thrilled to watch the skies as two World War II 
planes from the National Warplane Museum in 
Geneseo, NY, flew over Almond during their 
“Operation Thanks From Above” .  This was the 
NWM’s second show in three weeks, as they 
honored the first responders, healthcare person-
nel and essential workers in the Southern Tier 
and Western New York. 
 
Craig Braack, Allegany County Histor ian and 
photographer extraordinaire, caught excellent 
pictures as these historic planes dramatically 
crossed the 
beautiful blue 
skies on a per-
fect summer 
morning.   
 
Craig writes:  
“This morn-
ing's flyover of 
World War II 
planes was to honor the medical personnel in-
volved in fighting the Covid 19 Pandemic. The C
-47 was the Army Air Corps workhorse through-
out the war. (The Army Air Corps split from the 
Army in 1947 forming the U.S. Air Force. )This 
one is named Whiskey 7 and is owned by the 
National Warplane Museum in Geneseo. The 
Whiskey-7 was the lead aircraft of the second 
wave of the Normandy invasion, carrying sol-
diers who went into battle on D-Day 76 years 
ago.  Their route took them from Geneseo at 
10:00 AM west to Bemus Point in Chautauqua 
County and due east, more or less following I-86 
to Binghamton trying to fly over every hospital 
in the Southern Tier. The photos were from a 
hillside in Andover at 11:15.  They flew due east 
from Wellsville, banked left over Andover and 
headed due north following State Route 21 to 
Alfred, Almond, Hornell, etc... 
 
“Please bear with me for an Almond history sto-
ry. During the war years, Almond participated in 
a program most likely run by the Army Air 
Corps.  The local host would build a small shel-
ter on the top of a high hill with a 360 degree 
views with local volunteers manning the station  
 

24/7/365.  They used military supplied binoculars 
to spot and report ALL planes flying over their 
sector.  The military ran a telephone line to the ob-
servation post and on to Buffalo, the regional 
headquarters.  Every plane our volunteers saw was 
reported to Buffalo noting, the plane's coordinates, 
elevation, direction of travel and what type of 
plane if they could tell.   
 
“Hopefully you're still with me and asking your-
selves where was the Almond observation post lo-
cated?  Visualize turning onto Karr Valley Road, 
County Road 2 at our traffic light. Go past Wood-

lawn Ceme-
tery and the 
Wightman 
homesteads.  
The Village of 
Almond's wa-
ter tank will 
be on your 
right and a 
beautiful old 

barn on your left just before you crest the top of 
Sand Hill. The observation post was very near the 
top of the hill due to its commanding view. The 
only Almond people I know for sure that volun-
teered for this duty were Allen and Gladys Witter 
who lived on Chapel Street.  I remember Allen 
telling me about it one night - OH TO HAVE 
WRITTEN IT DOWN!  Check in at our wonderful 
Almond Historical Society archives building for 
more information.  Donna Ryan wrote a wonderful 
story on this in an edition of the society's newslet-
ter.”  
 

(Editor’s note:  Many WWII stories and memories 

from Almond’s folks and veterans are  

recorded in the following AHS newsletter issues: 

Nov 2001  A Glimpse at World War II;    

Jul/Aug/Sept 2005  WWII Home Front Memories 

Part I ,  and Jan/Feb/Mar 2006  World War  

Memories, Part II.   Copies of these newsletters are 

available by contacting Donna B. Ryan, AHS  

Newsletter editor dryan14804@gmail.com 

or find them on our website:  

www.almondhistory.wordpress.com 

WWII PLANES FLY OVER ALMOND 
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My father, Ward Bowen, was born in Almond and 
lived at 48 Main Street with his parents, Beryl and 
Susie Bowen, and his sisters, Jessie, Dorothy, and 
Faye (Farrell). My Aunt Dorothy married Fred 
Bayless. 

My Uncle Fred was related to Burtis and Henry 
Bayless of Conklin, NY (near Binghamton) who 
lived during the mid-1800s and fought in the Civil 
War for the NY 137th regiment led by Colonel 
David Ireland. Burtis and Henry Bayless wrote 
many letters to their parents. They fought at Get-
tysburg. Henry was killed at the Battle of Wau-
hatchie near Lookout Mountain Tennessee. Burtis 
lost a leg at the Battle of Peach Tree near Atlanta 
but survived, settled in Binghamton, married and 
raised a family with Nellie Watrous.  

My Uncle Fred received typewritten transcripts of 
the Civil War letters of Burtis and Henry Bayless 
from his cousin Bruce Bayless who lived in Cali-
fornia. Uncle Fred shared these transcripts with 
my father and I made copies of the transcripts for 
my family in 1994. I then returned the binder with 
the transcripts to my Uncle Fred who may have 
donated them to AHS. Not sure. 

Years later I converted the typewritten transcripts 
to MS Word documents which I shared with the 
New York State Military Museum in Saratoga 
Springs. The Museum has them available for read-
ing on their website. I borrowed 
copies of some of the original let-
ters from Albert Bayless, cousin of 
my Uncle Fred, and scanned them 
to create digital images. The rest of 
the original letters were in the pos-
session on Uncle Fred’s cousin 
Jean Bayless, wife of Bruce Bay-
less, the person who transcribed the 
original letters. Jean’s son John 
Bayless scanned their original let-
ters for me. I now have digital im-
ages of all of the original letters. 
Some of them were quite worn and 
difficult to read. I can share these 
digital images by putting them on a 
thumb drive. I sent the digital im-
ages to the New York State Mili-
tary Museum. 

 

The letters tell a story that is quite touching and 
dramatic. The history of the NY 137th was cov-
ered in a book by historian/author David Cleutz 
who lives in Binghamton. The book is entitled 
Fields of Fame and Glory. 

I had felt for years that the story of Burtis and 
Henry would make for a great television drama 
and feature film. Many Civil War soldiers died 
from disease as well as from battle. The current 
pandemic inspired me to take action and collabo-
rate with a professional screenplay writer from 
Hollywood to create a 10-episode limited series 
screenplay for television as well as a screenplay 
for a feature film. I shared the transcripts of the 
Civil War letters and the book by David Cleutz 
with the screenplay writer. We have now complet-
ed a draft of the “treatment” for the pilot episode 
of the limited TV series. I attached a copy of this 
treatment. A treatment is not a script. It is a prose 
description of the plot. We have a lot more work to 
do. This is going to take some time. I don’t know 
if we will be successful in getting this screenplay 
produced. Wish us luck.  

Please feel free to share these things with history 
and English teachers in the Alfred Almond school 
district. They might be able to make use of them in 
their online teaching during this pandemic. My 
father was a student in the Alfred Almond school 
district. 

THA BAYLESS BROTHERS: A CIVIL WAR MOVIE OR TV SERIES? 

By ROBERT BOWEN, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
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Sylvia Sisson  Armer, Albion:  Love the news-
letter.  Take it to read to my dad, Raymond Sisson, 
as soon as I get it 

Carolyn Caesar, Santa Monica, CA:  Thank 
you for keeping the memories alive.  Always enjoy 
the newsletter.  Wish you well in the new year.   

Mary-Lou  and Jerry Cartledge, Alfred Station:  
We always enjoy your programs and the Strawber-
ry Festival.  We also save all our cans and bottles 
for you to recycle for refunds.  It amazes me that 
you can raise so much from those cans. 

Patricia S. Harvey Curran, Almond:  Every-
thing is nice.  Wish I could help more . . . .  

Arlyss Domagala, Webster :  I love your  (my) 
Almond Historical Society mailings – and espe-
cially so, as I am a direct descendant of Walter 
Karr, whose mother was Margaret Karr.  Thank 
you for all the volunteers, officers and committee 
members. 

Nancy Glover, Arkpor t:  I enjoy your  newslet-
ter – always interesting and I like the old pictures. 

Sandra Perry Hackett, Almond:  You are a ma-
jor asset for our community.  Our history is very 
well documented.  Share your info – it will keep 
this viable.  Thanks! 

Anne McIntosh Hardy-Holley, San Antonio, 
TX:  Hello Donna and others:  I just finished read-
ing the Jan/Feb/Mar newsletter. You all are won-
derful.  During WWII,  I “worked” for Aunt Mable 
(McIntosh) in the telephone office and have some 
stories!  She was a really wonderful person!   
Ralph Hills, Wellsville:  I think I have a “story” 
here for the newsletter!  I am 89 now so I need to 
get with someone to write it all up for a future is-
sue.  Contact me if interested. 

Joyce Hollister, Hornell:  The newsletters are so 
well done – much research is done to gather all the 
great stories that are written.  I can’t begin to know 
the hard work that is put into all the projects done 
to keep the Society going!  Thank you to all in-
volved!  You are much appreciated!   

Sally Zimmer Hooker, N Hornell:  After  living 
in Angelica for 45 years, I’ve sold my house and 
bought a home in N Hornell to be near my family.  
I’m doing well.   

Corinne MacIntosh Kober, Rochester : Enjoy 
reading this well-written newsletter each time! 

Audrey Hardy Lamprey, LaVerne, CA:  News-
letter is excellent.  Always look forward to it. 

Steve and Chris Lindeman, Saltville, VA:  Love 
keeping in touch with home history.  Thanks. 

Tim Lloyd, Alfred Station:  Love your  work! 
 

Butch and Cass Dobson Lorow, Almond:   We 
enjoy reading every issue; brings back so many 
memories and many events we did not know about 
in the area. 

Patricia McEvoy, Almond:  Great newsletter !! 

Charlotte and Lewis Major, Manchester , MI:  
Thank you for your informative and interesting 
newsletter.  I learn so much from it! 

Nelson and Amanda Snyder, Alfred Station:  
Thank you for all the members who continue to 
teach all of us our area history. 

Andrew Stevens, Gary, TX:  You always do a 
great job with the newsletter. 

Mike and Diane Stuart, Almond:  The newslet-
ter is such a pleasure – time to learn, reflect and 
enjoy.  Well planned and written.  We look for-
ward to receiving and reading it.  Thank you to all 
who contribute to it so faithfully!   

Connie Washburn, Wellsville:  I enjoy your  
newsletter. 

Margaret Wehr, Bealeton, VA:  Thank you for  
this organization. 

Ardean Wells, Farmington:  It would help if 
there was more parking available for the Strawber-
ry Festival. (Ed. note:  Thank you for this sugges-
tion.  While the 2020 Strawberry Festival has been 
cancelled, we hope that you will come in 2021 and 
take advantage of the large parking lot of our 
neighbor, Almond Community Church.) 

Richard Wirt, Boonville, AR:  Thanks for  the 
interesting articles in the newsletter. 

Lisa Woughter, Andover :  Thank you!!  

Florence Wright, Glen Ellyn, IL:  Love all the 
articles in the newsletter, and look forward to re-
ceiving throughout the year! 

THANK YOU FOR THESE COMMENTS FROM OUR DUES PAYERS 
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Jean Carpenter Brown, Cor tland and Lake-
land, FL:  I just received the AHS newsletter and 
read it non-stop. I say ditto to Helen Spencer's 
comment about the way you keep writing the 
most interesting and outstanding articles. Your 
tribute to the remarkable Doris Montgomery was 
beautiful! What a blessing she has been to the Al-
mond Community & elsewhere. The McIntosh 
family article was very enlightening. Growing up 
in Almond I knew Mabel and Bryde but none of 
their family history. Susan Steere's article was al-
so excellent! Sincere gratitude for all you do to 
keep Almond history alive.    
 

Harold Snyder, Alfred Station:  I enjoy every 
issue of the AHS newsletter.  Some of my best 
friends after centralization (Alfred-Almond Cen-
tral School) were from Almond (boys and girls):  
Donny Biehl, Dale Lorow, Harold Stewart, Ralph 
Pratt (anyone remember him—short stay), Keith 
Reynolds, and others.  I used to get homesick over 
summer vacation for those new friends of AACS 
coming from Almond.  We had pickup teams in 
football and would meet for games in Alfred.   
One special memory stands out:  Before classes 
started, the early bus kids would run and race 
around the front lawn and I felt pretty proud lead-
ing the way.  One day Shirley Ide came cruising 
up next to me, smiled and sped on by, taking 
some of the wind out of my sails!   Because of the 
new Almond Dam, I also 
met my darling wife, Bev 
Plank, there also!  
 

Michael Hardy recently 
contacted me from his home 
in Corning regarding some 
items that belonged to his 
mom and dad, Clayton and 
Barbara Hardy, inquiring if 
the AHS would like them.  
There are three black and 
white pictures of the Harold 
Ross home, ca. 1940s, locat-
ed on Ryan Road where Bar-
bara grew up.  Clayton Har-
dy’s dad, Raymond Hardy, 
owned the farm just below 
the Ross home.  This farm 
was later owned by Lee R. 
Ryan.  In the 50s the   

Ross home was owned by Fred Flurschutz, and 
after that by Bob and Diane Davison.  Diane was 
happy to receive scanned copies of the photo of 
this home called “Tranquility Lodge” by Michael. 
 

Michael also sent three booklets of poems written 
by the late Ruth Alla Wager, apparently given to 
Michael’s dad, Clayton, while he was a patient at 
the Mt Morris Tuberculosis (TB) Sanatorium in  
the mid-40s.   Ruth, a beautiful woman, a teacher, 
a talented poetess, lived with her family in Al-
mond at 28 Main Street.  Born May 28, 1908, she 
was a graduate of Almond HS and Geneseo Nor-
mal School.  She taught in Warsaw for a couple 
of years and then came back to Almond where 
she taught a short time before being taken sick 
with TB.  Ruth was confined to her bed for 17 
years and passed away at the Mt Morris facility 
on October 15, 1951.   

We are, once again, thankful for the AHS ar-
chives which contain a Wager family file reveal-
ing clippings and family information that enabled 
us to feature Ruth’s life in the AHS Jan/Feb/Mar 
2004 Newsletter entitled Almond’s Emily Dickin-
son – Ruth Alla Wager.  This story reads:   “An 
accomplished poetess, her life somewhat parallels 
that of Emily Dickinson, in that both lived lives 
of seclusion, neither married, and both wrote 
about their intimate experiences and feelings 

about life.” The AHS newslet-
ter article continues: “A full 
length feature story in the Au-
gust 3, 1951 (?) Evening Trib-
une, entitled ‘Miss Ruth Alla 
Wager Is Among The Happiest 
People On Earth,’ is also in the 
Wager family file and reveals 
more about this woman trapped 
in a debilitating body.  Written 
by Grace I. Barber, it begins:  
‘This most awe-inspiring char-
acter I have ever met is Miss 
Ruth Alla Wager, who lies af-
flicted with tuberculosis in the 
parlor of her cherished home in 
Almond. . .’   

 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS 
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Also included in the AHS story are testimonies 
from Lillian Guthrie Hanks, and Betty Hicks 
Schwartz who, with their mothers, visited Ruth at 
her home: “Neighboring,” as “old-timers” call it, 
was a custom that Lillian‘s mother, Margaret 
Guthrie, also practiced and taught her family.  
“She visited Ruth all the time . . and she took me 
with her,” Lillian recalls.  “Ruth was so beautiful . 
. she had reddish auburn hair and her mother kept 
it so beautiful.  There were satin bedspreads on 
the bed, and porcelain dolls in the bedroom.  Mom 
gave her a little crystal sugar and creamer for her 
tray.  She wrote to my mom later, and told her: 
‘Lucy Bird came with little Shirley.  Shirley loved 
the little creamer and sugar bowl set. .’”  

Lillian lamented the disappearance of 
“neighboring” in today’s busy world:  “We were 
all close neighbors. I can remember my mother 
going next door and across the street and the 
neighbors coming to our house to talk with my 
mother. We didn’t have TV then. . .and we sat on 
our front porches and visited with our neighbors.” 

As a child, Betty Hicks Schwartz shared that she, 
too, went often with her mother to the Wager 
home.  “They lived next to the ‘Beehive’ in the 
home where Robert Mullen lives now.  She was in 
an upstairs bedroom where her mother protected 
her and cared for her for many years.  She always 
looked so pretty in her bed – in a lovely bed jack-
et.  She was a very beautiful, sweet fragile girl, 
and she looked very young to me.” 

 

Betty went on to explain their visits: “On Sunday 
afternoons quite often my mother would take us 
over to see her and we (my sister Ruth and I) 
would sing to her.  My mother made it very im-
portant that we realize that we could make some-
one else very happy on a Sunday afternoon – giv-
ing something of ourselves to an invalid or nursing 
home – they feel so deserted, and it was important 
that we take the time to give something of our-
selves.  She taught us that life can be brighter for 
someone else and we always felt better after doing 
something for someone.” 

One of the booklets is entitled Robins in the Rain 
and includes a poem written to honor her brother, 
Ted, age 29, who was killed in a freak baseball ac-
cident in 1934.  One verse probably sums up 
Ruth’s philosophy: 

“For love cannot be buried 

Nor crushed beneath death’s pain; 

That’s why my heart keeps singing 

Like robins in the rain.” 

Thank you, Michael, for donating these items that 
bring to mind special folks from days past . . and a 
much different way of life. 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS CONT’D 

Many thanks to Lyle Barron, 
who created a crossword 
puzzle for our readers —     
using local names and places 
from the past as clues.  You 
will find this on page 15.  The 
Friday afternoon AHS volun-
teers had a great time doing 
this puzzle recently.  You may 
need to engage some help!  
Enjoy! 

We have fun on Friday afternoons in the AHS office, 

identifying photos and places from Almond’s past!   

Can you 

guess whose 

house this 

is...why it is 

being 

moved...and 

where it was 

taken? 

 

 

Hint: Its   owner will celebrate his 100th birthday on 

December 4! 

Contact Donna B. Ryan, dryan14804@gmail.com 

with your answer 
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Martin (Bud) Gillette, former ly of Almond, 
who passed away on March 17, 2020 at the age 
of 92. “Bud” worked with his father at "Gillette's 
Garage" until joining the Army, where he was 
stationed between California and Alaska. He 
loved fishing of all kinds: Ice, trout and surf fish-
ing, as well as bowling and NASCAR racing. 
Bud had the most wonderful garden every year 
which he shared with neighbors and friends. He 
taught his sons the value of hard work and the joy 
of being outdoors.  The majority of Bud’s work-
ing years were as a plumber at Alfred University. 
He was a lifetime member of the Almond Histor-
ical Society and spent many hours assisting the 
ladies there.  His generosity enabled the new ar-
chives building sidewalk to be created, which 
connected the Hagadorn House and the new 
building.  

Dianne J. Lockwood, 72, of Almond, who 
passed away April 5, 2020 at her Main Street 
home.  Dianne was a graduate of Nunda Central 
School. She had resided in Almond since 1975.   
Dianne especially enjoyed her flowers and gar-
dening, animals and shopping for and collecting 
antiques.   

Pamela G. Stuart, 68, of Almond, who died 
at Strong Memorial Hospital on April 28, 2020 
after a brief battle with lymphoma.  Pam grew up 
in Almond and was a graduate of Alfred-Almond 
Central School, class of 1970. She excelled at 
track and soccer while at AACS and loved to  

 

share stories of her intramural sports competitions. 
Pam also enjoyed competing with the Alfred Track 
Club. She was inducted into the Alfred-Almond 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1995. Pam devoted most of 
her life to staying home and raising her four chil-
dren. When she became a grandma for the first 
time in 2005, she started a tradition of Sunday din-
ners that will never quite be the same without her 
amazing cooking! She also took great pride in hav-
ing the world's most perfect left-handed penman-
ship. 

Frederick Ray Bayless, 74, of Wellsville, who 
passed away May 21, 2020 at Jones Memorial 
Hospital, following a brief illness.  Fred attended 
Alfred-Almond Central School and completed his 
studies in West Seneca.   He was associated with 
Allegany ARC for over 50 years and will be sadly 
missed by the many staff members and friends he 
worked with over the years.  He was a life member 
of the Almond Community Church, a fan of the 
Buffalo Bills, Buffalo Sabres and the New York 
Yankees.  He enjoyed politics and had definite 
opinions. He wished he were president. He was 
also a history buff, and especially enjoyed discuss-
ing the Civil War. He had many fond caregivers at 
Allegany ARC who enjoyed sharing his interests 
with him. 

Joyce Rebecca Kame Lawson of San Diego, 
CA, who passed away on  June 2, 2020, at age 87.   
Joyce, a native of Almond, spent her early life 
here, and was a member of the AACS Class of 
1951. Although she moved to California with her 
family in 1954, she said her heart remained forever 
in Almond.  Joyce worked with fabrics, sewing 
and cross-stitching until her vision declined sever-
al years ago. According to her obituary, her favor-
ite projects were cross-stitch drawings of the cats 
she doted on throughout her life, and cloth dolls. 
She gave many of the dolls as gifts, but one set 
that she held onto depicted the characters she grew 
up with as a young girl in Almond. These will be 
offered to the Almond Historical Society, where 
she maintained a membership all of her life and 
eagerly read the newsletters when they arrived by 
mail. 

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF 
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In Memory of Gary L. Lemen        

By Sandra Dempewolf      

 

In Memory of Barbara Hardy  

By Mike Hardy  

 

In Memory of Percy and Gertrude McIntosh   

By Anne Hardy-Holley  

 

In Memory of Jean Huber       

By Anne Hardy-Holley  

 

In Memory of Emma and Mark Loree  

By Meg Krywe  

 

In Memory of Joan Lindeman    

By Steve and Chris Lindeman  

 

In Memory of Bryde McIntosh Kuhne 

By George McIntosh  

 

In Memory of Ralph Rossman 

By Norma Rossman  

 

In Memory of Fred and Lena Schwartz  

By Fran and Betty Schwartz  

 

In Memory of Katherine Smith Horn 

By William and Mary Smith  

 

In Memory of John Westlake 

By Tom and Susan Steere  

Mary Ellen Westlake 

At this time when we are unable to host our big 
fundraiser – our Strawberry Festival -- we are so 
appreciative of the generous donations that our 
members include with their dues renewals.   Many 
of them were designated as memorials.  We are 
listing them here for you to remember these folks 
who have passed on as well . . .  

 

In Memory of Terry Allison  

 By Cheryl Allison 

 

In Memory of Virginia Paker    

 By Cheryl Allison 

 

In Memory of Ralph Allen   

 By Betty Allen 

 

In Memory of  Ide/Sisson Families  

 By Sylvia Sisson Armer 

 

In Memory of Ralph Rossman 

 By Sylvia Sisson Armer 

 

In Memory of Lee A. Ryan 

By D. Philip Baker 

 

In Memory of Madelyn J. Hurd   

By Audrey Burrow  

 

In Memory of Robert “Bob” Schwartz 

Chuck & Becky Schwartz Comer 

Gordon & Kathie Schwartz Hughes 

 

In Memory of Helen and Walter Davis 

By Joan M. Davis    

 

AHS MEMORIAL DONORS 2020 
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In Memory of Ken & Helen Wirt 

By Richard A. Wirt 

 

In Memory of Clyde Bracken 

By Stephen & Theresa Bracken 

 

In Memory of Nathan, Ellen & Janet Hardy 

By Bill & Audrey Hardy Lamprey 

 

In Memory of Bonny Lewis 

By Robert Lewis 

 

In Memory of Dale & Anne Lorow   

By Steve Lorow 

 

In Memory of Carol Woughter 

By Paul & Lisa Woughter 

 

In Memory of Leo Johnson 

 By Gene Johnson 

 

In Memory of Roger Johnson 

 By Gene Johnson 

 

In Memory of Paul Johnson 

 By Gene Johnson 

 

In Memory of John Albiston 

 By Gene Johnson 

 

In Memory of John Thompson 

By Deborah Thompson  

 

In Memory of Marty Moses 

By Tim Lloyd  

 

In memory of The Tucker Family 

By Jim Tucker   

 

In Memory of Leland "Lee" Mosher  

 By Judy Mosher Grant  

 

In Memory of Sean Phelan 

 By Maureen Kelley  

  

In Memory of Andrew Marlatt 

By George & Judy Bracken Marlatt 

 

In Memory of Ronald E. Mullikin 

By Ruth Mullikin Page 

 

In Memory of Clifford "Chup" Patrick 

By Lisa Patrick 

 

In Memory of Cora Mills Thompson 

By Lisa Thompson Prisco 

 

In Memory of Lee A. Ryan   

By Jeff Ryan 

 

In Memory of Martha Hanks 

By Maureen Costello VanCura 

 

 

AHS MEMORIAL DONORS 2020 
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WHERE DID THE VERY FIRST PIONEERS SETTLE IN ALMOND?  Part II 

THREE MEN AND THEIR FAMILIES SETTLE IN MCHENRY VALLEY ca 1796-1800 

picturesque Ledges (near where the Rod and Gun Club was 
located prior to 1972 flood).   Henry operated a tavern in his 
home around the time the Turnpike Road became a main 
thoroughfare for emigration to the west.  In 1821 when the 
Town of Almond was organized, he was elected overseer of 
the poor as well as school commissioner.  Both he and his 
wife Priscilla were among the original twenty-one members 
of the Presbyterian Church at its 1812 organization. 

Much has been written about the famous character, Moses 
VanCampen, who also came with the or iginal settlers.  
Portraits of this legendary man are hanging in the AHS of-
fice and Hagadorn House, and his leather fire bucket is on 
display as well.  From John Reynolds The Almond Story, we 
read that Moses Van Campen was “a man of rare courage 
and judgment, unlimited daring and several miraculous es-
capes from death betokened a charmed life.” This reputation 
came from his fearless dealings with the Indians during the 
Revolutionary War, the Wyoming Massacre, and General 
Sullivan’s campaign.   It is believed that his farm was locat-
ed on the site occupied by the Clifford Hadsell family, ca. 
1960s, in McHenry Valley.  He moved to Angelica about 
1805, where he was employed as a surveyor by Judge Philip 
Church.   “He was very active in civic affairs,” John writes:  
“On August 12, 1807 he was appointed judge of the court of 
common pleas and on November 10 of that year he was the 
leading judge at the first court in the county.”  He held the 
offices of judge, justice of the peace, county treasurer, and 
deputy county clerk until 1831, when he moved to Dansville.  
He died October 15, 1849 at the age of ninety-two years.  In 
his funeral sermon, the Rev. Thomas Aiken said, “His Chris-
tianity was pure, his views of religion sound and scriptural, 
and his fidelity and integrity of character were like his well-
aimed rifle, true to the mark.”   More information can be 
found in various AHS newsletters, as well as this marvelous 
website maintained by his descendant, David Hopkins, of 
Doylestown, PA:   https://www.mosesvancampen.com/ 

(Editor’s note: In the July/Aug/Sept 2019 AHS newsletter, 
we featured the story of eleven of Almond’s original set-
tlers ca. 1796-1800 and their settlement of the Karr Val-
ley area:  Samuel Karr, Silas Ferry, Benjamin VanCamp-
en, Walter Karr, Joseph Karr, George Lockhart, Andrew 
Gray, Stephen Major, Joseph Rathbun, Joseph Coleman, 
and Matthew McHenry.   This information was taken from 
the narration of a bus tour conducted in 1971 in conjunc-
tion with the Town of Almond’s 175th anniversary.  I be-
lieve that the late John Reynolds wrote the script, alt-
hough it is typewritten and does not bear an author’s 
name.  Other information on these early settlers was 
found in John’s book, The Almond Story, as well as early 
histories of Almond.  Included also is a map from a Plat 
Book/directory produced by the Allegany County Farm 
Bureau, presumed to be published in the 1950s.  This will 
assist in identifying the presumed locations of the early 
settlers.) 

The first of the pioneers to locate in McHenry Valley 
were Maj. Moses Van Campen, William Gray and Henry 
McHenry. 

William Gray was one of the or iginal settlers who 
came to Almond in 1796.  He was a brother of the Rev. 
Andrew Gray, who settled in Karr Valley and started the 
first church in Allegany County.  A native of Ireland, he 
came to Almond from Holland with his parents to escape 
religious persecution.  With the other early settlers, he 
came from Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and located in 
McHenry Valley on a farm near the old District 13 
schoolhouse, just a short distance to the east of where his 
friend, Moses Van Campen,  chose as his farm site.   

Another one of the original settlers from Luzerne County, 
was Henry McHenry, whose farm was located at the en-
trance to the valley which bears his name, just beyond the  

https://www.mosesvancampen.com/
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DOWN 
1. Farmer owned fields now known as Whitney Valley Heights 
2. First name of mother of sport writer for The Alfred Sun 
3. Last name—Maple Syrup Fame, currently pastor of ACC 
4. Gold miner stakes his ______ 
5. English for caliente 
6. 50’s gas station—now the 7-Elevem 
8. Typewriter store 
9. Wrap you dog in a  ______ 
10. Family of authors, also formerly owned the Coslo building 
12. 2000 lbs. 
13. Almond sporting goods store 
17. Swimming pool business owners 
20. Almond mayor early 2000’s 
21. “He “____” right through the stop sign” 
24. Allegany County seat 
25. Horace Greely said “Go ____ young man” 
26. Owner’s first name of Gillette’s Garage 
27. The gospel according to ____ “(He made his ____)” 
28. Ministers are called members of the _____ 
30. Mr. Torrey taught ______ at AACS 
34. 6 generations of carpenters 
36 First name of postmaster who bequeathed his home to AHS 
37 Farmer who became successful Nationwide insurance agent 
 
 
Answers on page 3 

ACROSS 
2. Street in Almond dead ended by route 86 
5. Local quarter horse judge & trainer 
7. co-owner of Oliver tractor dealership 
9. Saying: “To ___ or no to ___” 
11. Fire stick 
12. Road from McHenry Valley to West Almond 
14. Peeling these can make your eyes water 
15. Forenoon 
16. Longtime Almond JP, Ruth ______ 
18. First name of Almond switchboard operator 
19. Almond barber 
21. Same as 9 across 
22. First name of one of Rada Gillette’s boys 
23. Almond settler 
24. Powers, Martin & Cook were ____ watchers 
29. Virginia ______, school secretary in the 50’s 
31. Owner of gas station (now the Big Dipper) 
32. Present tense 
33. Almond hardware owners 
35. Almond’s Buddy Mason did movie _________s 
36 Almond grocery store 
38. E.A. Witter “______” store 
39. Wightmans raised ______s in the 50’s 
40 Best town by a dam sight 
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