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REMINDERS: 
 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR 
CLEAN COOL WHIP 
CONTAINERS FOR   

TAKE OUTS FOR OUR 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

IN JUNE 
------------------ 

POP AND BEER CANS  
AND PLASTIC WATER 
BOTTLES ARE BEING 

COLLECTED IN THE BINS 
AT ALMOND MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING PLEASE HELP US 
WITH THIS FUNDRAISER! 

------------------ 
OFFICE/ARCHIVES 
BUILDING IS OPEN  

FROM 2-4 ON FRIDAY 
AFTERNOONS, OR BY 

APPOINTMENT 
BY CALLING DORIS 

MONTGOMERY, 
607-276-6760. 
------------------ 

WANT TO VOLUNTEER  
TO HELP ON FRIDAYS? 

WE CAN FIND PROJECTS 
THAT WILL HELP US 

PRESERVE OUR AREA’S 
HISTORY! 

------------------ 
ANNUAL DUES ARE DUE:  

WATCH YOUR MAIL 
FOR YOUR NOTICE.    
IF YOU ARE A LIFE  

MEMBER, YOUR DUES  
HAVE BEEN PAID UP. 

The Hopkins Family 

By Donna B, Ryan 

A recent eBay posting sparked an interest in the Hopkins 
family who lived in Almond in the 1800s and early 1900s.  A trip 
to the archives files at the Hagadorn House brought to light many 
stories and a great deal of interesting information. 

Offered on eBay was a letter, plus the envelope, written by 
Elias Hopkins on September 30, 1849, to Mr. Pardon Redfield, 
Bainbridge, Chenango County, New York.   It begins:  “Your 
friendly note of the 23rd came to hand last night and I was 

exceeding glad to 
hear from you 
and learn how 
you did succeed 
in disposing of 
your horses. . . .  
In answer to your 
question about 
the poneys (sic), 
Mr. Hammond, 
the man that 

owned them while you were here sold the pair together about a 
week ago to Mr. Wagoner living directly across the street from me 
for $125 and Wagoner started for New York last week with them 
for a visit.  He bought them for that purpose and says he shall sell 
them while gone if not when he returns.  They are in fine condition 
and are said to be the best poneys about here. He will be back in 
about two weeks and then I will send you the partickulars (sic) 
about them . . .” 

The Hopkins name goes back a long way in Almond.  Notes 
written by the late Helene Phelan in the glossary at the back of her 
book, If Our Earthly House Dissolve, tell us that Elias Hopkins was 
born in Luzerne County, PA, in 1817 and came to Allegany County 
in 1831.  He was in the carriage making business for seventeen 
years.  Then he became a farmer in 1853.  He was married in 1842 
to Lucinda Forbes, and they had two children:  Daniel C. (known 
as D.C.) and Adelia (Mrs. Alvin Berry).  They lived at 47 Main 
Street next to the Almond Post Office, known (later) as the Heller 
house.  From 1874-1878, Elias was supervisor of the Town of 
Almond. 

Their son, Daniel, or D. C. as he was known, was born in 1853, 
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The Hopkins Family Cont… 

and was educated at Alfred University.  Among his 
interests were farming and fruit growing.  He went 
into business with the Rev. William Allen, the local 
Methodist minister, establishing Hopkins & Allen, 
nurserymen.   According to Helene’s notes, he was 
known as the 
“Father” of Arbor 
Day in this part of 
New York State.  
On July 16, 1891, 
Daniel Hopkins 
was married to 
Sarah Crandall, 
who was the great-
granddaughter of 
Moses Van 
Campen.  They 
had one son, Carl 
Crandall Hopkins. (This is the end of Phelan notes)   
He married Juliette Hopkins (no relation), eight 
generation descendant of Stephen Hopkins who came 
to America aboard the Mayflower.  They had two 
sons, John Hopkins and Richard Hopkins.    

The nursery  (see photo) was located on the west 
side of Route 21 north of Almond village, between 
Hopkins Road and the PA Hill intersection.  This area 
was taken by the Federal Government for the 
construction of the Almond Dam in the mid-1940s.  

The partners published a quarterly magazine 
entitled The Northern Spy, An Illustrated Magazine of 
Home and Public Improvement, at a cost of 5 cents 
per copy, or 15 cents per year, circulation 5000.  
Included in the 50-page document are stories and 
illustrations of local homes and businesses, with the 
back section devoted to the catalogue, price list and 
order form for the nursery stock.   Certified free of 
“any contagious or infectious disease” by the NYS 
commissioner of agriculture, customers are urged to 
“buy near home and of those whom you know.”  
Terms:  Cash in advance . .  “We have exceptional 
facilities for shipping, as we can deliver at the 
stations of the Erie, Shawmut, and New York & Pa. 
Railroads . . .(and) can express via wells Fargo & Co 
or the U. S. Express Co.”   Stock available ranged 
from many varieties of apple, pear, plum, peach, 
quince, cherry and nut trees; and grape, currant, 
gooseberry, raspberry, blackberry, strawberry, 

asparagus, and rhubarb plants plus gladiolus bulbs.   
Promoting the sale of ornamental trees, shrubs, 

and climbing plants, they state:  “Aside from the 
pleasure of having fine trees, shrubs, vines and 
flowers in the grounds surrounding a home, few 

realize how much 
these add to the 
commercial value 
of the place.  A 
purchaser having to 
decide between a 
house with bare 
and unkept (sic) 
grounds and one 
surrounded by fine 
ornamentals, 
invariably chooses 
the latter at a 

marked advance in price, because he sees that he will 
at once enjoy what it would otherwise take some 
years to secure.  Sagacious men are led by a 
knowledge of these facts to plant fine trees and 
shrubs about vacant lots that they are intending to 
put upon the market.  Lots thus planted readily 
secure purchasers at good prices when bare grounds 
go begging for buyers.”    

More is learned about the business from 
documents transcribed from early issues of the 
Alfred Sun (May 1, 1901) by the late John F. 
Reynolds:   “The Hopkins Nursery, always a busy 
place, has for a few weeks been the scene of more 
than ordinary business activity.  It is the  season for 
filling out the spring orders and all hands are busy 
from early morning to late night, sorting, bundling, 
packing and shipping choice varieties of fruit and 
ornamental trees, shrubbery, berry bushes, rose 
bushes, strawberry plants and flowering bulbs.  Mr. 
Hopkins employs a large number of men at nearly all 
seasons of the year and conducts one of the most 
successful enterprises in this section.” 

Letters found in the AHS archives, written by the 
late Garland Larkin, describe his working there, ca. 
1916-19 (AHS website cemetery records indicate 
Garland was born 1901 – thus a teenager working 
part-time, it is assumed):  “Working at the Dan 
Hopkins farm on the Almond-Hornell road was great 
fun.  It was a truck farm and had nine greenhouses.  
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The Hopkins Family Cont… 

Pay was 10 cents per hour.  We worked a couple of 
hours after school and 10 hours on Saturday.  
Everyone tried to be assigned the job of watering the 
greenhouses.  We were paid two cents a quart for 
picking strawberries and cherries.  They had a big 
cherry orchard and most of the trees could be picked 
from the ground or a step ladder.  Many times we 
were called in at night to fill the smudge pots with oil 
to help stop the frost.  We could pick about 100 
quarts per day and the same with the strawberries.  
Peas were picked by the bushel.  I believe most of 
these are picked by the pound today.  We also could 
pick up about 100 bushels of potatoes in a day and 
were paid two cents a bushel for doing that.” 

Another article from the AHS files is a large 
business card advertising “Western New York 
Nurseries and Fruit Farm, Dansville, NY and 
Almond, NY, representing 100 acres in stock and 
fruit.”   Promo reads:  “We are practical nurserymen.  
Our office is not in a city.  We are located where 
stock and fruit are growing.  We test and send out 
thousands of trees and plants that we know to be 
valuable; that have proven themselves to be hardy 
and prolific, and with well ripened wood that will 
readily adapt itself to a change in climate and soil.  
We would be pleased to see your name upon our list.  
Most respectfully, D. C. Hopkins Nursery Co.   
Salesmen Wanted”  (Interestingly, the name of 
Donald MacIntosh is handwritten in the upper corner 
of the card . . . . but an inquiry to his daughter, 
Shirley Ballard, revealed no knowledge of his 
connection as a salesman for the company.) 

The April 1905 “Almond Edition” of The 
Northern Spy is in the AHS archives, and provides a 
glimpse into life in this village a century ago.  
Advertisers in the publication include W. H. 
Hagadorn, dealer in “Heavy and Shelf Hardware, 
Agricultural Implements, etc” (see picture and story 
in AHS newsletter Apr/May/June 2012).   Almond 
merchants selling groceries included  F. J. Taylor, 
“dealer in choice groceries, dry goods, boots and 
shoes, hats, caps, blankets, robes and rubber goods”– 
also paint and Snag Proof Rubber Goods; Stoddard 
and Adams, “A Grocery for the People,” “First Class 
Butter and Eggs a Specialty.”   

Bell Brothers’ Almond Market featured fresh 

and salt meats, hams, bacon lard, and oysters in 
season and  S. R. Helmer, promotes himself as a 
wholesale dealer in “Allegany County Full Cream 
Cheese”.   An ad for Rose’s Drug and Jewelry Store 
(opposite Park, Almond, NY), operated by W. A. 
Rose, lists himself as a dealer in fine groceries – as 
well as drugs, watches, clocks, jewelry, bicycle 
sundries, fishing tackle, strings for all musical 
instruments, guns and ammunition, fruits in their 
season, books, stationery, notions, and watch, cloth 
and jewelry repairing.   A. J. Fenner & Sons half 
page ad lists these specialties:  Pine Tree Timothy and 
King Brand Clover Seed, garden and field peas, 
“Pittsburgh Perfect Electrically Welded Fences”, and 
Sherwin-Williams paint.    

The Rev. Mr. Allen also advertises himself as a 
general agent for The Connecticut General Life – our 
motto, “Not size but strength”. 

A few Hornellsville merchants have full page ads:  
First National Bank of Hornellsville, est. 1849; 
Stephen Hollands’ Old Reliable Seed Store, 169 
Main Street, Hornellsville; George W. Peck Co’s 
nine wholesale and retail stores promoting carriages, 
buggies, cutters, sleighs, surreys, stanhopes, 
runabouts and their accessories.   E. B. Kreason’s 
full page real estate ad features “A Good Farm of 120 
Acres for Only $2000” featuring 20 acres timber and 
good sugar bush of 400 trees, good water piped to the 
house, and nice spring creek in the pasture.  Terms 
$500 down, balance on terms to suit purchaser.   

The ad for the Pierson Drug Store, Main Street, 
Hornellsville, begins:  “EVERY WOMAN has an 
idea that if she could only get the right kind of Wall 
Paper in her bedroom, it would improve her 
complexion.  Scientists claim there is nothing so 
conducive to a cheerfull (sic), happy home, as bright 
Wall Paper.  We have selected all of our patterns for 
the season of 1905 to fill the above want, and if it is 
price, if it is quality, if it is style, we can hit ‘em all.  
Price begins at 7 cents double roll.” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Although none of the Hopkins descendants live in 

the area now, several are members and supporters of 
the Almond Historical Society.  While they were in 
town for the funeral of their cousin, Irene Hopkins 
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The Hopkins Family Cont… 

Glover in the summer of 2011, 
John and Richard Hopkins, 
grandsons of Daniel (D.C.) and 
Sarah Crandall Hopkins, paid a 
visit to the Hagadorn House.  They 
were able to see the wedding dress 
in our costume collection which 
belonged to their maternal 
grandmother, Eva Lena (Haskell) 
Hopkins.  (See Oct/Nov/Dec 2011 
AHS newsletter for story and 
picture)   

John’s son, David Hopkins, 
sixth generation descendant of 
Moses Van Campen, has 
established the website, "Moses 
Van Campen ... In Tribute"  
(http://mosesvancampen.com/).  
David explains that this website 
allows him “to explore his interest 
in technology, passion for history, 
and desire to contribute to the lives of others”.   
This website is especially interesting and has local 
connections, since Moses Van Campen was one of 
the very first pioneers to come to Almond in 1796 
from Luzerne County, PA.   

According to David, his paternal grandparents, 
Carl and Juliette are buried in Almond in the 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Almond in Lot A-17, along 
with Carl’s parents (Sarah Crandall and Daniel 
Cass Hopkins).  In 2009, David visited Almond and 
sent us this picture of his daughter, Juliette, at his 
grandmother Juliette’s grave.   

Once again, the treasures 
that have been safely kept in 
our archives/office building 
have provided information 
and clues to life in Almond 
from another day. We are also 
delighted to have out-of-state 
members of the Hopkins 
family remain in contact with 
the hometown of their 
ancestors via AHS 
membership and occasional 
visits, helping us “fill in the 
blanks”.   

+++++++++++++++ 
There is a sad footnote to 

this story, originally written 
for the July-Dec 2013 AHS 
newsletter but not published 
because of lack of space.   We 
received word from John’s 

son, David, on November 8, 2013:   “It is with great 
sorrow that I share with you the news of the passing 
of my Father.  John passed away peacefully at home 
on Saturday, October 19th surrounded by family.  
John’s love of family, God, and golf brought him 
countless joys in life.  He was loved by all he touched 
and will be missed by many; none more than Barbara, 
his wife of 54 years.  She remains strong through her 
faith in God and never ending support from family 
and dear friends in Pittsburgh and around the 
country.  Please find attached a copy of his obituary.  
Please keep us all in your prayers.”   

New AHS Fundraiser—Can You Help Us? 

The AHS will now be collecting pop cans, beer bottles, and plastic water bottles to assist in raising 
funds for our annual budget.    

We are grateful to Karl Grantier, commander of the Alfred Legion Post, and its members for turning 
over this fundraiser to the AHS.   For the past three or four years, it has provided enough income to 
send high school boys to Boys State.  However, lack of manpower has made it difficult to continue 
the project, Karl said, and they offered to turn the bin and its potential income over to the AHS.      

You can help us by depositing your rinsed out cans and bottles in the bins located at the Almond 
Municipal building on Main Street.  If you have any questions, please call Lee A. Ryan at 276 6760. 

Juliette at her namesake’s grave 
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2013 President’s annual report 

DURING 2013, WE HAVE: 
• Written/published and mailed three 12- page newsletters to all members 
• TWO LARGE  TENTS that can be rented to members:  Mike Baker is in charge of this project:   Tents were 

rented to AHS members four times for a profit of $380.  The Almond firemen were given the tent to use at 
no charge for Almond Days.   

REMINDER TO MEMBERS -  PLEASE NOTE:  We have two tents available  
for rental at a reasonable cost.  This helps us with our expenses – so please use our tents. 

• Completed insulation and particle board installed in new building attic, making room totally usable 
• Installed new ceiling in upstairs bedroom ceiling, Hagadorn House  

o Special thank you to David Gillette and Jeremy Roberts for their fine construction work 
• Replaced one window in the kitchen 
• Updated our Hagadorn House pamphlet –  

o Sheryl House and Donna Ryan completed this project, which was printed in-house. 
• Realized $1449. from our Annual Strawberry Festival event in June 

 
SPECIAL GUESTS, EVENTS and TOURS: 

• NEW YORK STATE SENATOR CATHY YOUNG visited the new office/archives building on April 12.  
Cathy has been a big encouragement for our projects, even though we have not been able to get any State 
grants or funding. 

• AACS FOURTH GRADERS VISIT/TOUR AHS June 4:   44 kids, plus teachers and helpers came.  Very 
well behaved, it was reported by all the guides.  They also sent a $33 donation 

• HISTORIAN PRESERVATION OF ROUNDTABLE held their December meeting at Hagadorn House and 
toured the building, enjoying Christmas decorations and refreshments. 

• RICHBURG/WIRT HISTORICAL SOCIETY visited and toured in October:  donation $27. 
• CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE AND MUSICAL PROGRAM, DECEMBER 2, 2012 

o Special thank you to Randi Corkey and her children’s choir for providing the wonderful musical 
program.   

o Special thank you to all our Christmas volunteers (see article page 9).  
• MANY VISITORS visit our facilities weekly who want to search our family files for genealogy 

information. 
o Susan Carlson visited  (a Karr descendant) during Strawberry Festival – scanned much Karr 

material, and left a generous donation!  $500! 
 

HELD THREE REGULAR OPEN HOUSE MEETINGS: 
• MAY 5, 2013:  Sue and John Babbitt:  “The Genesee River” 
• SEPTEMBER 15, 2013:  Bill Heaney and Kay Bennett:  “Mary Jemison” 
• NOVEMBER 17, 2013:   Craig Braack, “Architectural Styles of Almond Home” 

 
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR OFFICERS AND REGULAR VOLUNTEERS: 

First of all, I would like to thank Hazel Bracken, who has coordinated the Strawberry Festival for decades.  This 
year, she requested that someone take over this job, and Louise Schwartz agreed to do that.  Together, they 
orchestrated a VERY SUCCESSFUL Strawberry Festival. Thank you, Hazel and Louise! 

I also would like to thank Wayne Kellogg, who has been on the board in one capacity or another since the 
Almond Historical Society was formed in 1965!  Wayne has moved to Pawley’s Island, SC  and we wish him many 
years of good health and great fun in his new home! 

I appointed Bob and Louise Schwartz to fill the vacancy created by the resignations of Wayne Kellogg and 
Diane Davis.  They are Almond natives, fine AHS board members, and we are grateful for their willingness to 
serve: 
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2013 President’s annual report 

OUR OFFICERS ARE: 
President  Lee A. Ryan   VP  Helen Spencer 
Secretary  Donna B. Ryan   Treasurer Teresa Johnson 
 

DIRECTORS: 
Mike Baker, Cindy Banker, Bob Schwartz, Louise Schwartz, Kim Costello, Brad Hager 

 
ALSO – A BIG THANK YOU TO  

Bill Banker, local blacksmith, who forged the plaque on the front steps, recognizing Bud Gillette’s generous 
donation to complete our attic project and the new sidewalks 

Brad and Jenny Hager for painting the new office building 
Sean Phelan, who has spent days, weeks and months, scanning and restoring the slides taken of Town of 

Almond houses and businesses in the late 1960s, and preserving them electronically on CDs.  Sean’s project also 
included taking current pictures of all the homes in the Town of Almond!  He says that he has now completed 
about 92% of the houses and businesses in the Town of Almond.  
 
A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR REGULAR VOLUNTEERS:  
Doris Montgomery, archivist, and her assistants who open the House and office on Friday afternoons from 2 -4 pm:  
Kitty Baker, Sheryl House, Barbara Bernstein, Donna Ryan and Lillian Hanks.  Summer volunteers were Maria 
House and Emma Tyrell.  Alysha Hurd is a new member and has started to come to help on Friday afternoons.  
HAGADORN HOUSE MUSEUM AND OFFICE/ARCHIVES BUILDING IS OPEN EVERY FRIDAY 
AFTERNOON FROM 2 -4 AND ALSO BY APPOINTMENT 

Ron Taylor, our webmaster 
Roger Mullen, lawn and grounds keeper 
Mike Baker – Hagadorn House maintenance and patrol, tent renter  
Teresa Johnson and Becky Schwartz Comer – maintaining our database/sorting and preparing our 
newsletter for mailing 
Donna Ryan and Lindsy Baker Palmer – writing and producing our quarterly newsletter 

 
PROJECTS PLANNED  FOR 2014: 

• New furnace – Hagadorn House . . . One floor furnace has given up the ghost, the other is questionable 
• Convert upstairs bedroom (old office) to house our costume collection 
• Plaque recognizing donors for new office building  
• Kier Dirlam, Allegany County Planner, is willing to set up an interactive map on our website, showing 

various buildings and locations in their earliest to current status/ownership. This is a work in progress – too 
difficult for one person.  Louise and Bob Schwartz plan to work with Cindy Banker on this project  

• New member campaign to increase the size of our membership rolls  
• Possible additional hours open for Office/Archives building:  More volunteers needed  
• On a weekly basis, take care of our new fundraiser:  the pop can redemption box  at the Almond Municipal 

Building  
 
I am sincerely sorry if I have forgotten to mention any projects or people who have contributed to the success of 
Almond Historical Society this year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lee A. Ryan, AHS President 
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“Holly Jolly Christmas” at AHS 2013 

A great time was had by all at the annual Almond 
Historical Society Christmas Open House and Musical 
Program held Sunday afternoon, December 8. 

The Hagadorn House featured exquisite 
arrangements of holly, natural greens, vines, garlands, 
candles and Christmas decorations created by the team 
of Mary Ellen Westlake, Susan Steere, Cindy Banker 
and Helen 
Spencer.  
Nativity scenes 
of various types 
and periods, 
loaned by 
several 
members, were 
found 
throughout the house.  The traditional parlor Christmas 
tree, donated by Kim and Kathy Costello, was adorned 
with Christmas decorations made by the local 
homeschool group.  Hot wassail made by Kitty Baker 
and Mary Jane Reid’s Christmas cookies were served in 
the meeting room, enabling the crowds to walk through 
the entire downstairs.     

Next door at Almond Union Church, a musical 

program was presented at 2 p.m., featuring a kids choir 
directed by Randi Corkey and accompanied by Donna 
B. Ryan.   Also performing were a young men’s choir, a 
girls ensemble, the David Burns family, Jessica Norris 
dancing, a vocal solo by Sandy Dygert, a piano solo by 
Katharine Meyer, and a vocal ensemble from Hillside 
Baptist Church conducted by Kelly Perkins.   

Jan and 
Carl 
Leathersich, 
commented later: 
“The Christmas 
program was so 
nice.  I loved the 
kids’ parts!   
Randi sure is 

gifted with the kids.  We could understand every word 
and were amazed they'd memorized the words!  Their 
faces truly reflected joy and their stage presence was 
wonderful!   Great musical  talents!   The house looked 
very nice and the refreshments were delicious.”   Many 
thanks to all who participated, making for another very 
successful AHS Christmas event! 

 

Barbara Seiver Tudor, 92, died on November 19, 2013 in St Cloud MN.  Barbara was born October 31, 1920 in 
Marquette, NE to Thomas and Florence (Karr) Seiver. She married David Tudor on December 27, 1941 in Macon, 
GA. Barbara supported her husband’s officer’s career in the United States Air Force for 30 years. She and her 
husband, David, moved to St. Cloud in February 2007 from Colorado Springs, CO. 
Wayne H. Carter, 91, Professor Emeritus of Floriculture at Alfred State College, died on October 18, 2013, at the 
Bath VA Medical Center. He served as a sergeant in the Infantry in the European Theater, and was awarded a Purple 
Heart.  In 1953 Wayne and Edna moved to "Diaper Hill" in Alfred where he began teaching at Alfred State College 
as Professor and later Chairperson of the floriculture department at Alfred State College. In 1966 he originated the 
first Floriculture Flower Show and Open House at Alfred State College, which continued annually for several years. 
Retiring in 1978 from teaching, Wayne operated a small engine sales and repair business, Ariens of Alfred-Almond, 
from his home in Almond.  Wayne was  a lifetime member of the Andover Lodge No. 558, F & AM, of which he 
was a Past Master and Past District Deputy Grand Master, a member and Past Patron of the Kanakadea Chapter No. 
626, OES in Alfred. In 1998 he received the Daniel O'Keefe Memorial award for dedicating over 900 hours of 
service to the Comstock Hospice.  

Dennis "Denny" McHenry, 87,  died at Prospect Park Living Center, Estes Park, CO, on  September 25, 2013. 
Dennis was raised in the Chicago area and taught for 2 years at All Saints Parochial School before starting his 31 
year career at the Rock Island Arsenal as Supervisor in the Analytical Chemistry and Metallurgy Laboratory. During 
World War II he joined the United States Army Combat Engineers in Europe, participating in 3 battles.  After 
retiring to Estes Park, CO, he played an active role with The Longs Peak Scottish Irish Highlands Festival almost 
from its beginning, was a Chevalier in The Imperial Constantinian Order of St. George, and was a member of the 
Estes Park Genealogical Society. He had traced his family history back to the 1500s.  

Our Condolences to the Family & Friends of… 
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We Hear From Our Readers 

It is always enjoyable to receive comments from previous newsletters – many of which offer additional facts and 
clues to stories.  Here are some remarks we received after the July-December 2013 AHS newsletter was mailed: 
Karl Grantier made this correction in the story, “A Walk Into Almond’s Past”:  “The fire that destroyed the Al 
Palmer block did not start in the upstairs apartment at M&D Auto Supply store.  It started, in fact, on the first floor in 
the back end of the storage in the electrical box.  This was determined by the fire inspectors at the time.”  If you 
missed that story, be sure to read about the fire that destroyed that historic building, once known as the Budd block.   
The building that replaced “Al’s” is now an ACCORD project and is being renovated for homeless veterans. 
Following the mailing of our 
Apr/May/June 2013 newsletter, 
Craig Braack  posed this 
question regarding the picture of 
the old Main Street fire hall:  “I 
can’t quite read the sign to the 
left of the fire hall that’s in front 
of the 1960 Chevy.  Was this 
part of Percy’s business?” So our 
friend and faithful photo restorer, 
Sean Phelan, sent an enlarged 
copy of the Palmer picture – 
showing the sign and Al 
Palmer’s new location adjacent 
to the fire hall following the devastating 1967 fire.     
Nancy Glover sent this email, commenting on the pictures she had donated of Ruth Kellogg’s antique collection:  “I 
received your newsletter today and sat right down to read it.  As usual it is a wonderful newsletter with interesting 
stories.  I enjoy it so much.  You have a hardworking group of members and that’s wonderful.  I was amazed to see 
my name in there, not once but twice!   I was glad to donate the pictures and hope that others will enjoy seeing 
them.” 

Bud Gilllette, who was Almond’s oldest continuous resident of 
Almond, has moved to Rochester and would love to have visitors:  
His address is:   Brentland Woods, 3831 E. Henrietta Road, Apt 
#224, Henrietta, NY 14467.  His phone number is 585-321-1490. 
Wayne Kellogg, who now lives at Pawleys Island, S.C., was back 
in town over Thanksgiving, visiting his family.  Over lunch at the 
“Jet” in Alfred, Wayne spoke about his memories of life in this 
small town.  “I miss the hill terribly. . . . where I live now it is just 
flat land!”   He also reported that he had been out deer hunting 
with his family!  Not unusual???  Wayne will be 93 on May 6!   
Many times on Friday afternoons at the Hagadorn House office,  a 
picture will surface from one of the files, posing a question of 
identities.  This picture, believed to be taken in the 1950s in front 
of the Almond Library, was tentatively ID’d as the Biehl girls and 
????   We emailed the photo to Lois Biehl Miner in Round Rock, 
TX, and Kay Biehl Burgess in Rochester, NY.  Here are the 
comments we received:     Lois wrote:  “Hi Donna,  I called Kay 
and forwarded the picture and your response to me, to her.  We 
had some laughs over the picture and of course we love to talk 
about ‘the good old days’.    Yes.  For sure, this is Kay and me in 
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We Hear From Our Readers Cont…  

the picture.  I don't know who the boy is but I suspect that it could be Ronnie Wright.  Do you know who he is?”  Her 
sister, Kay, wrote:   “Oh my goodness.  What a trip to the past.  Thank you Donna.  I certainly am interested in 
joining and will look through Mama's old pictures to see if there is something that you might be interested in.  Thank 
you again and I will send in my dues.”   Florence Wright was also copied into the emails, and she confirmed that it 
was, in fact, her late husband David’s brother, Ronnie Wright.   
“The Beacon on the Hill” story, AHS July-Dec 2013 newsletter, also elicited comments from Jim Turner,   who 
found us online.  He writes via email:   “Greetings, I happened upon your newsletter, and found it of great interest.  
On page 6, I found the photo of The Beacon Inn.  My grandmother’s brother, Leo Burdick once owed it. My 
grandmother (Madeline Burdick Turner) is still alive and well at 105 years of age.  I found your newsletter simply by 
searching Leo Burdick/Almond Dam. I have read a few accounts about the Beacon Inn, but had never seen a photo 
before.  I would very much like to obtain a copy of that photo, if possible. Thank You for any info you may provide.” 
Jim Turner,  Ocala, Fl 
Lillian Guthrie Hanks had a surprise awhile ago when attending the Hornell High School Alumni Association 
banquet:  Norm Annis of Hornell had a display of notepaper featuring pictures of vintage motorcycles and their 
riders.  “I couldn’t believe it – I looked down and said, ‘That’s my sister!  And that’s my brother’!”   She went on to 
explain that he wanted her to identify the riders, which included her sister, Dorie Guthrie Johnson and Milton Gray 
(son of “Aunt Sybil”), and also her brother, Tom Guthrie.  Another couple on cycles were Bus and Margaret Sharrett 
Perry.  Later on, Lillian heard that the photo of a group of cyclists that included Dorie and Milton had been enlarged 
(greatly) and now covers the entire wall at the new Harley Davidson complex owned by John Jamison on Rt 36 
between Arkport and Hornell.  “My daughter, Chris, and I went to see it – it was a thrill to see Dorie there!” Lillian 
said. 

 

HELP WANTED:    
If you have borrowed a quilting or  

Civil-War related book from Mary Ellen 
Westlake, will you please return them?   
You can leave them in the Hagadorn  

House office Friday afternoons from 2-4,  
or at Mary Ellen Westlake’s home. 

 

PASS THE WORD:    
AHS HAS TWO TENTS AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT TO MEMBERS:  $75 IF YOU SET UP 
AND TAKE DOWN YOURSELF,  $125 IF 
AHS MEN PUT UP AND TAKE DOWN 

THE TENT.   CALL MIKE BAKER,  
607 276 6161 FOR DETAILS. 

Photo on Left:  Dorie Guthrie Johnson and Milton Gray, other unknown motorcyclists 
On Right: (left to right)  unknown riders, Tom Guthrie and Mary Hurd, “Bus” and Margaret Sharrett Perry 
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