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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

OCT NOV DEC  2017     Editor—Donna Ryan    Est. 1965 

Upcoming  

Events 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017 

 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

1 P.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

REFRESHMENTS WASSAIL AND         
CHRISTMAS COOKIES/EXQUISITE           
DECORATIONS THROUGHOUT THE         
HAGADORN HOUSE 

 

MUSICAL PROGRAM 2 P.M. 

ALMOND UNION CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO DONATE YOUR 
CANS AND BOTTLES TO AHS: LEAVE THEM 
IN THE LITTLE BUILDING NEXT TO THE   
ALMOND MUNICIPAL BUILDING, MAIN 
STREET 

 

AHS OFFICE OPEN 2-4pm FRIDAY 
AFTERNOONS OR by APPT:  CALL 
DORIS MONTGOMERY 276-6324 

VISIT US AT:                                           
https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook:  Almond Historical Society 

Email:                                                           
almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

Phone:  (607) 288-2833 

 

NEW LIFE FOR GREG NORTON MEMORIAL PARK . . .  
Submitted by Lois McKnight Curran  

 

When you drive by the Greg Norton Memorial Park in Almond, it is sad 

to see the old equipment, the empty spaces where broken equipment has 

been removed, and the run-down basketball court – an eyesore on Main 

Street Almond.  On a daily basis I see youngsters playing there trying to 

make the best of what is there. 

I have very fond memories of the Almond playground.  As a child, I 

spent every day of the summer there.  I remember many young children 

and teenagers playing on the merry-go-round, the monkey bars, teeter-

totters, and slides.  There was a large sandbox, basketball court and 

kickball field.  Inside the Grange building were arts and crafts, board 

games and a small library.  We loved the talent shows each summer 

too!  Two afternoons each week we rode a bus to Alfred Almond school 

for swimming!  Traffic on Main Street was stopped while all children 

proudly paraded our pets through town or we decorated our bicycles, 

wagons, or whatever we could find for the “bicycle” parade.  I felt so 

important marching or riding along with so many adults lining the street 

cheering us on.  Ernie Moore and then Jim McEvoy were responsible 

for all of us and creators of the fun we all had every summer! 

I would like to see “new life” brought to what is now The Greg Norton 

Memorial Park so that “children” of all ages and families can once 

again enjoy activities at the Almond Park.  A committee has been 

formed with the goal to raise money and renovate this park.  We invite 

and encourage 

everyone to be 

a part of this 

exciting pro-

ject!  Check 

out and join 

our Facebook 

page - Greg 

Norton Memo-

rial Park. 

IT TAKES A 
VILLAGE TO 

RAISE A 
CHILD! 

 

 

https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/
mailto:almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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A LITTLE HISTORY . . . .  

Compiled by Donna B. Ryan 

The Greg Norton Memorial Park is located at the corner 

of School Street and Main Street, beside the Grange 

building and across the street from the old Almond 

School (Mullen’s Factory Direct Carpets).  It is the same 

location as the place called the “Almond playground”, 

which decades ago was the hub of kids’ activities in the 

Village.   

The AHS archives files contain an “Almond Playground” 

folder with newspaper articles and pictures dating back 

to 1961.  Ernie Moore was playground director and 

worked with the older children.  His assistant, Nancy 

Clicquennoi (Davis) was in charge of children in grades 

K-4.  Opening day was July 1, and continued for seven 

weeks.  Hours were 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. with a recess 

from noon until 1 p.m. for lunch.  

A clipping dated July 26, 1962 indicates that sixty      
Almond children participated in a costume parade, 

judged by Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Lorow 
and Mrs. and Mrs. 
Douglas Montgom-
ery.  Other events 
being held that 
summer included a 
doll show, a hat 
show, a horseshoe 
tournament and a 
track meet for chil-
dren in grades K-6, 
with prizes for 
kickball, softball 
throw, three-legged 
race, jumping race, 
and marble races.   

Crafts were 
taught in the   

afternoons in the 
Village building 
by Nancy with 

the children  
making whistle 
chains, key 
chains, bracelets 

and dog leashes  

NEW LIFE FOR GREG NORTON MEMORIAL PARK . . . (cont.) 

 

from boondoggle; plaster of Paris plaques and pictures 
of colored stones.   Fifty children also participated that 
summer in a decorated vehicle parade with prizes to 
Terri Gifford, most patriotic bicycle; Jeffery Howat, 
prettiest bicycle; Susan Schwartz, prettiest scooter; Scott 
Wagner, youngest and most original; Michael and    
Jonathan Howat, most original with a surrey with the 
fringe on the top.  Weekly swimming trips to Hornell 
were also provided. 

A 1963 article revealed that a girls’ softball team had 
recently been formed, and would go to Alfred to      
compete.  An average of 76 youngsters attended the  
activities at the playground the week before. . . Fourth 
graders are working on pictures made with small pieces 
of colored granite, and young ones were making hot 
plates out of popsicle sticks.  James Tucker defeated 
Stephanie Jefferds in the finals of the checker           
tournament under the supervision of Mr. Moore. 

The summer 1964 opening announced that Pat          
Lindeman had been appointed assistant director,        
replacing Nancy Clicquennoi.  A croquet tournament 
was added in 1966, and the pet parade winners, of 
which there were 100 children participating, were      
announced:  Prettiest: cat, Colleen Wagner; ugliest: 
toad, Susan Westlake; biggest: dog, Amy Thompson; 
most unusual: grasshopper, Jim Anderson.   

Summer 1965 showed Ernie still as director, with Kathy 
Clark assistant.  Swimming was now being enjoyed in 
the new AACS pool. The 1967 vehicle parade winners 
were Laurie Coleman, prettiest two-wheel vehicles; 
Becky Schwartz, three-wheel tricycle; Trent Switzer, 
four-wheel vehicle (go-cart); Amy and Lisa Thompson, 
funniest (wheel barrow);  and Lisa Patrick most unusual.  

The announcement of activities beginning on July 1, 
1967, reported that James McEvoy was director of the 
recreation program – open five days a week with    
Tuesday and Thursday swimming at AACS.  A picnic  
at Stony Brook would close out the season.   

The August 1968 season ending news announced that 
Marty Moses was the big winner of the championship 
tournaments, winning the boys badminton division and 
the 13-15 age group foul shooting contest.  Other     
winners were:  Robin Lorow and Bill Lockwood,  
checkers; Jenny Hanks, girls badminton; Mike Winters, 
horseshoes; Steve Lorow, croquet; Rocky Perry, 10-12 
foul shooting.  
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NEW LIFE FOR GREG NORTON MEMORIAL PARK . . . (cont.) 

For some reason, the folder contains no more playground 

news stories until 1976, when the Alfred Sun reported a 

“highly successful season”.  “About 110 children partici-

pated under the direction of Mike Neville and Martha 

Hanks.  Mike supervised sports and Martha handicrafts 

but each gave individual instructions when requested.  

The children by their requests help to determine the pro-

gram, which has been going for about 15 summers. 

“The sports program included baseball, softball, football, 
soccer, tennis and swimming.  Monday and Fridays were 
swimming days at the Alfred-Almond Central School 
pool.  Instruction was given on request.  One young lady, 
when queried about what she enjoyed most, said:  ‘I like 
it when the boys pushed me in the pool.’ 
“The final event was a picnic at the Kanakadea Recrea-
tional Area.  Mike and Martha were pleased with the re-
sults.  ‘The kids said they had a good time.’” 
 
News of the formation of the Greg Norton Memorial 
Park Committee and its goal to renovate  “the play-
ground” was posted on Facebook, along with this picture 
of earlier days.  Cara McEvoy Wilkinson wrote from 
Dansville:   “I have many fond memories of the park/
playground. Especially in the summer. That was the  

place to be. Must have been at least 25-30 bikes there a 
day. Going in the Grange basement or the building next 
to it for arts/crafts (boondoggle, plaster of Paris, weav-
ing potholders etc,) board games, the bike parade, pet 
parade, or just playing on the playground-monkey bars, 
teeter totter, swings and the favorite merry go round. 
Those were the days and I'm soo glad I was able to   
experience it. Hope the playground/park can be brought 
back so today’s youth and adults can enjoy it and make 

their own lasting memories.”  

Heidi Ryan Lindley posted from 
Anderson, IN:  “While this picture 
was before my time, I have many 
wonderful memories of my time at 
the playground. I loved the crafts: 
boondoggle, God's eyes, woven pot-
holders, and ceramics, just to name a 
few. Then the parades- pet parades, 
hobo parades- so much fun!!” 

Randy Gillette commented from 
Oak Island, NC:  “So many great 
memories of using the Grange in the 
summer. Jenny Hanks was our   
leader. Endless games of kickball, 
kick the can, swinging on the giant 
swings, and even boondoggle! 
Wednesdays they bussed us to 
AACS to swim. Good luck in this 
great endeavor!”                     

Donna Petric Cappadonia from   
Kershaw, SC remarked:  “I think 
often of that crazy merry go round:  
it's a wonder we didn't kill ourselves 
getting in the center to make it go 

faster. Parents today would have a fit. So unsafe, but so 
much fun!”  Heidi agreed:  “Oh my goodness! Yes! We 
used to get in between the spokes of that thing! How  
did we ever survive?” 

It  turned out that it was not a question of the kids’ sur-
vival . . . but the survival of the summer rec program . . . 
and the playground itself.   Somewhere along the way, 
the summer recreation met its demise . . . and the play-
ground deteriorated badly.  On  August 4, 1993, Chris 
Peterson posted a short article in the Evening Tribune:  
“The playground in the Village of Almond is getting a 
facelift. . . the village board voted to spend $575 on 
playground renovations.  Most of the renovations are 
needed because of vandalism at the facility.  The money 
will be used to fix the fence, fix the shingles on the  
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monument, and paint over the graffiti.  Mayor Ben Palmer 
said the renovations to the playground will go as far as the 
funds that were set aside will take them.  There was talk 
among board members to make the swing set safer and to 
put a gate on the fence, but village officials weren’t sure if 
there was enough money for those improvements, or if 
those improvements were even necessary . .” 

On August 6, 
1988, Greg Nor-
ton, a local young 
man in his early 
20s was tragically 
killed in a car   
accident.  A      
remarkable basket-
ball player, he is 
not only remem-
bered for his indi-
vidual successes 
but also as a dedi-
cated team mem-
ber who made all 
his teammates  
better both on and 
off the court.   
When recalling 
Greg, his class-

mates used the following words to describe him:  “good 
moral character”, “kind”, “fantastic athlete”, 
“sportsmanship”, “funny”, “made us laugh”, “a sense of 
humor”, “strong ideals”, and “heart”.  Doug Lorow    
commented that the playground is a great place to honor 
Greg:  “I remember driving through Almond when     
coming to visit my parents and there would be Greg, a 
high school basketball star already, playing ball with 
younger kids and helping them by passing the ball around.  
That was Greg Norton -  very unselfish!  And, even as a 
young high school kid, taking time to help others and   
particularly young basketball players who (most likely) 
looked up to him.”  His AACS classmates and alumni 
have memorialized Greg by establishing the $2500 Greg 
Norton Memorial Scholarship, which is given annually to 
a graduating Alfred Almond Central School (AACS)   
senior who displays strong leadership skills.  

The year following his passing, members of the Lions 
Club wanted to rename the playground area in memory of 
Greg.  The Greg Norton Memorial Golf Tournament was 
started, and with funds from that, plus help from the Lions 
Club and the town and village, the basketball court was  

 

improved and a masonry monument with a memorial 
plaque was constructed. Doug Norton, Greg’s brother, 
along with Danny Washburn and Mike Harvey, con-
structed picnic tables, a tripod-type piece with fireman’s 
pole, and other playground items.  The basketball court 
has been  resurfaced periodically, but as time went on – 
close to 30 years – vandalism and misuse has taken its 
toll once again.   

The good news is --  today – 2017 -  The Greg Norton 
Memorial Park Committee’s  purpose is to bring the 
community together and  return the playground to the 
days when it was a fun, exciting place to be!   With eve-
ryone’s help, the basketball court will be refurbished, 
new equipment will be purchased and installed, and 
benches and picnic tables will provide places for folks 
to gather and enjoy the park. 

Contributions may be sent to the GNMP committee 
treasurer Tim Koegel, 15 Church St, Hornell, NY 
14843.  The committee hopes to set up a GoFundMe 
account online soon.  GNMP committee officers elected 
recently are:  Chairman, Dan Hegarty;  Vice Chairman, 
Lois McKnight Curran; Secretary, Donna Burdett Ryan; 
Treasurer, Tim Koegel; Fund raising chairman, Meagan 
Fawley; Work bee chairman/design and ideas, Adam 
Dwyer.  Village Rep:  John Meehan.   

 

 

NEW LIFE FOR GREG NORTON MEMORIAL PARK . . . (cont.) 

WE EXTEND OUR                   
CONDOLENCES TO                 
THE FAMILIES OF  

 

Roxanne Van Orman Waite, 77, who 
passed away on October 21, 2017.  A 
lifelong resident of Almond, Roxie 
graduated from Alfred-Almond     
Central School with the Class of 1958.  
She attended Alfred Tech and was   
employed by JC Penney Company in 
Hornell for nearly 30 years.  For many 
years, she operated R&B Gun Shop on      
Crescent Place, Almond.  She was a 
LIFE member of Almond Historical 
Society and a great supporter of all of 
our events.   
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KARL GRANTIER RECEIVES OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD FROM AAAA  
  by Donna B. Ryan 

ALMOND – Senator Cathy Young, NYS 57th District, 
was present at the Alfred Almond Alumni Association’s 
annual banquet recently to honor Karl Grantier, AACS 
Class of 1955, who received the much deserved Out-
standing Service Award recognizing his decades of ser-
vice to veterans.  Senator Young also shares Karl’s 
strong passion for veterans, and they have worked to-
gether for many years on their behalf.  

 

Established in 2015, this award identifies one individual 

annually whose outstanding contributions to their com-

munities, over and above any employment or job relat-

ed duties, merit special recognition by the AAAA.Karl 

was the driving force behind this year’s Almond’s 

Hometown Heroes Banner Campaign whereby persons 

sponsored large colorful banners which were placed on 

Main Street light poles, picturing and honoring Almond 

area veterans.  To date there are sixty-eight banners rec-

ognizing Almond area servicemen. Karl has served as 

Commander of the Alfred American Legion #370 for 

the past twenty years, and is a delegate and committee 

member for the Allegany County American Legion 

Committee. In this capacity, Karl has developed a 

strong relationship with NYS Senator Kathy Young, 

herself a tireless supporter of veteran recognition. 

In 2004, Karl  initiated a program  to recognize his fel-
low veterans, and resulted in the establishment of the 
Veterans Wall at Alfred Almond Central School on 
which are displayed nine handsome walnut plaques 
bearing the names of nearly 500 AACS alumni veter-
ans.  Five years ago, knowing that some of these vets 
had received heroic medals in the line of duty, Karl em-
barked on a project to find their names  and establish a 
special area honoring their heroism. Today, the names 
of twenty-seven veterans, along with replicas of their 
respective heroic medals, are handsomely displayed on 
the other side of Alumni hallway.  

 
Karl entered the US Air Force upon his graduation, 
planning to make it a career. . . but his service was in-
terrupted in October, 1957, when he received third de-
gree burns on 37% of his body from a fuel spill at 
Moody AFB, Valdosta, GA.  Discharged in March, 
1960 with a 70% disability, he returned to Almond 
where he became a truck driver, then a bus driver for 
Alfred State, and eventually established his own truck-
ing company which he operated for nearly twenty-five 
years.   

 

Karl served as the first president of Sampson AFB Vet-
erans Association (1994-1998) and spearheaded the 
effort to establish a museum at the site in Romulus, NY, 
which was a recruit training facility during WWII and 
the Korean War era.  One of his dreams, to establish a 
National Cemetery there, was fulfilled when the ceme-
tery was officially dedicated in July, 2011. 

 

In addition, his community service includes lifetime 
membership and decades of service to the Almond Fire 
Company as fire police captain, and the Almond Ambu-
lance Corps of which he was a charter member 50 years 
ago. In the early years, he was Almond’s cub master, 
and later he was the scoutmaster for the Almond Ex-
plorer Scouts.   He currently is on the Village review 
board.  As a life member of the Almond Historical So-
ciety, Karl regularly provided trucking services through 
his business, KLG Trucking, for their projects.  

Around 250 AACS alumni and guests attended the ban-
quet, standing and applauding Karl as he received the 
OSA.  Karl is married to the former Judy Sniffen, ’61, 
and they have two sons, Tim ’81, and Jeff, ’83, three 
grandchildren, and five great grandchildren.   
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  JAMES WOUGHTER IN MEMORY OF CAROL WOUGHTER 

  CHRISTOPHER & KAREN BLADES IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN 

  CHUCK & BECKY COMER & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF FRED & LENA SCHWARTZ 

  ALAN B. & GRACE COOMBS IN MEMORY OF AGNES KARR COOMBS 

  SANDRA DEMPEWOLF IN MEMORY OF MARJORIE BIRD 

  JUDI GRANT IN MEMORY OF LELAND "LEE" MOSHER 

  SUSAN GREENE IN MEMORY OF BRUCE GREENE 

  NANCY HANKS IN MEMORY OF JAMES BRUSH 

  RALPH HILLS IN MEMORY OF DODGE & SMITH FAMILIES 

  JOYCE HOLLISTER IN MEMORY OF EVERETT HOLLISTER 

  KATHY ISAMAN IN MEMORY OF KEN & MARGARET STUART 

  GENE JOHNSON IN MEMORY OF LEO JOHNSON, ROGER JOHNSON & JOHN ALBISTON 

  PAUL & SANDRA JOHNSON IN MEMORY OF JOHN LEO JOHNSON & ROGER JOHNSON 

  MAUREEN KELLEY IN MEMORY OF SEAN PHELAN 

  BIL & AUDREY LAMPREY IN MEMORY OF NATE & ELLEN HARDY 

  ROBERT LAWRENCE IN MEMORY OF RICHARD LAWRENCE 

  ROBERT LAWRENCE IN MEMORY OF PATRICIA SCOTTI 

  CARL & JAN LEATHERSICH IN MEMORY OF GLENN & FRANCIS LEATHERSICH 

  CARL & JAN LEATHERSICH IN MEMORY OF DON & BERNICE BURDETT 

  GARY LEMEN IN MEMORY OF LEON LEMEN 

  WILLIAM & DIANE LOCKWOOD IN MEMORY OF CHARLES & MARILYN LOCKWOOD 

  DORIS BIRD MARTIN IN MEMORY OF MARJORIE "MARGE" COOK 

  GEORGE & JUDY MARLATT IN MEMORY OF ANDREW MARLATT 

  JANE MESS IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM MESS 

  JUDY COLEMAN-NIXON IN MEMORY OF RONALD COLEMAN 

  ANDREW PHELAN IN MEMORY OF SEAN PHELAN AND LINN L. & HELENE C. PHELAN 

  LISA PORTER & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF CLIFFORD "CHUP" PATRICK 

  SUSAN PUGLISI & FAMILY IN MEMORY OF RONALD RAWLEIGH 

  GORDON C. RALLS IN MEMORY OF HON. JOSEPH W.COREY 

   

MEMORIAL DONATIONS—2017 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS—2017 
 

 

  DONNA REYNOLDS IN MEMORY OF BEN REYNOLDS 

  KEITH & JANICE REYNOLDS IN MEMORY OF JOHN REYNOLDS 

  JEFF RYAN  IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN 

  LEE A. & DONNA RYAN  IN MEMORY OF LEE & LOUISE RYAN 

  LEE A. & DONNA RYAN  IN MEMORY OF DON & BERNICE BURDETT 

  WILLIAM & MARY SMITH IN MEMORY OF KATHERINE LYNN SMITH HORN 

  NELSON & AMANDA SNYDER IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN & HONOR OF DONNA B. RYAN 

  MAUREEN COSTELLO VANCURA IN MEMORY OF MARTHA HANKS 

  FRED VAN ORMAN IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM & RUTH VAN ORMAN 

  WARD VOTAVA IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN   

  ROXANNE WAIGHT IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM & RUTH VAN ORMAN 

  MICHAEL & LINDA WHITE IN MEMORY OF ROGER WASHBURN 

  D. PHILIP BAKER  IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN & HONOR OF DONNA RYAN 

  PHILIP & ROCHELLE LOCKWOOD IN MEMORY OF CHARLES & MARILYN LOCKWOOD 

  DEBORAH THOMPSON IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN 

  WILLIAM W. PULOS, ATTY. IN MEMORY OF JUANITA W. PULOS 

  DEBBIE SCHMIEDING IN MEMORY OF LOIS MORGENFELD 

  ANNE M. HARDY-HOLLEY IN MEMORY OF PERCY & GERTRUDE MCINTOSH 

  DAVID HOPKINS IN MEMORY OF JOHN R. HOPKINS 

  BONNIE JIMERSON IN MEMORY OF NORM & DORIS DUNNING GUTHRIE 

  BEVERLY A. SCHMIDT IN MEMORY OF ALPHA B. ALLEN 

  DOUG LOROW IN MEMORY OF CORNY & CAROLYN LOROW & DALE LOROW 

  RUTH PAGE IN MEMORY OF RONALD E. MULLIKIN 

  SHIRLEY SHERMAN IN MEMORY OF VELMA SHERMAN 

  TOM & SUSAN STEERE IN MEMORY OF JOHN WESTLAKE 

  JOHN R. NIPHER IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN 

  JACK HOWE IN MEMORY OF JOYCE HOWE 

  STEPHEN & CHRISTINE LINDEMAN IN MEMORY OF JOAN LINDEMAN 

  JOYCE E. HOWLAND IN MEMORY OF LEE A. RYAN 
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A few months 
ago at an Al-
mond Histori-
cal Society 
board meet-
ing, it was 
suggested that 
we do some 
beautifying in 
front of the 
office-
archives 
building by 
doing some 
landscaping.  
The board 
voted unani-
mously to 
move forward 
and get some 

ideas of what to do. With the go ahead, Helen 
Spencer, Kim Costello and Louise Schwartz (The 
Trio) started the process. 
 
The “Trio” contacted James Comes from Comes 
Greenhouse in Almond for suggestions.  He was 
very gracious in helping us and suggested that we 
have his employee, Adrienne Gordon-Stanley 
come to give suggestions on what to do. Adrienne 
met several times with Helen and Louise and     
upon her recommendations and what the “Trio” 
had in mind, the project began. 
 
First, came the spraying to kill grass and weeds; 
then the rototilling of the ground around the 
church side and the front of either side of the front 
entrance to the building. Kim Costello was in 
charge of doing that project. Next came the plant-
ing of the shrubs and perennials and Adrienne was 
the one who planted everything for AHS. She 
faithfully stopped every morning and watered the 
new plants before going to work at the greenhouse, 
as it was very hot and dry at the time this summer. 
 
Then came the mulch. Two of the “Trio”, with the 
help of Bob Schwartz (also a member of the 
board), made a couple, maybe 3 trips to Lowe's for 
mulch. It was one of those rainy days, but we    
persevered through and got most of it done. Oh, 
and of course, we couldn't have picked up that 

mulch without Paul Spencer’s red Ford pick/up 
truck. Thanks Paul. We had to quit early as the 
rain was really coming down. Bob ended up doing 
the rest of it later before the “tent Sale” on Almond    
Community Day. 
 
A plaque will be placed in front of the building 
near the project indicating that the cost of the    
project and Adrienne's time was donated by       
Mr. James Comes of Comes Greenhouse and 
Adrienne Gordon-Stanley. Since the plaque is   
still in the process, we should be able to have a 
picture in the next newsletter. We are so very 
grateful and appreciative of this donation of plants/
shrubs and time involved.  They did so much for 
the Almond Historical Society. Thank you. There 
are some pictures of the early stages of the project, 
but, WATCH: in the spring as you will see things 
pop and present a beautiful curb appeal in front of 
the office-archives building. 
 
In closing, again I want to mention that the        
Almond Historical Society depends solely on    
donations, not only of money, but of time and gifts 
from its members and the Almond community. If 
you think you could lend a hand from time to time, 
we can always use help with the activities through-
out the year.  Some of these activities are fund 
raising as 
it takes a 
lot to 
maintain 
the office 
and the 
museum. 
Thanks, 
again, to 
Mr. James 
Comes 
and 
Adrienne 
Gordon-
Stanley. 

LANDSCAPE PROJECT 
Reported by Louise Schwartz, AHS President 
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(Editor’s note:  This is the second in a series of articles we will run in the AHS newsletter about the many small, mostly 
abandoned cemeteries located throughout the Town of Almond. The first article appeared in the Oct/Nov/Dec 2016 AHS 
newsletter and focused on the  KARR VALLEY CEMETERY/WALTER KARR, SILAS FERRY, MATTHEW MCHENRY/
HENRY MCHENRY 

The following is taken from a pamphlet entitled “Forgotten Cemeteries of Almond” written by the late  John Reynolds 
and based on a survey of the cemeteries made several years ago by Wayne Kellogg and John.    The pamphlet begins:  
“In the quiet peace of Almond’s two cemeteries, Woodlawn, lying above the village on the eastern slope of Sand Hill, and 
Fairview just over the summit of the hill on the road to Angelica, most of Almond’s dead are buried.  Here they sleep 
amid the beauty of wide-spreading maples, towering spruce and well-kept spacious lawns.  Some have large, impressive 
monuments, a status symbol for some early families; others have less ornate markers to establish their identity through 
eternity. 

“Not all the dead of Almond’s earlier years are buried here.  Customs were different then.  Those who passed on when 
the town was young were laid to rest in family or neighborhood plots conveniently near their former homes where fre-
quent visits could be made and care provided by those who survived them.  Through the years, families of these so buried 
have moved or passed also to their eternal rest.  Time, relentlessly, has erased them from memory.  Very few, if any, are 
now living who remember.   

“Consequently, several old cemeteries scattered about the town, almost without exception, represent neglect.  They are, 
in most cases, completely obscured and guarded by an almost impenetrable bramble of wild rose and blackberry, inter-
spersed with burdock and brush of all kinds.  In some of these cemeteries only a few of the gravestones remain upright; 
others lie flat, victims of time and weather, vandalism or burrowing woodchucks, and covered by a thick blanket of the 
ever-present myrtle.  These cemeteries are so well hidden that only a comparatively few people are aware of their exist-
ence.  Strangely too, they are not all confined to remote places but often lie very near well-traveled highways.  This chap-
ter is devoted to these forgotten cemeteries.”) 

 

MERWIN CEMETERY 

One such cemetery lies within Almond Village, a scant one hun-
dred yards off S Main Street, known as the Merwin cemetery.  
The name was derived from the Merwin family who lived adja-
cent to it.  In reading the gravestones, it is noted that the last bur-
ial was made in 1876 and the first in 1806.   

 

In this, as in all cemeteries of this early period, are many uniden-
tified graves, the location of which are marked only by a flat 
field stone placed in an upright position, one at the head and an-
other at the foot of the graves.  Occasionally, one of these field 
stone markers will bear an inscription chiseled out by some rela-
tive or friend and crude in comparison with the work of profes-
sional stone carvers.  Most stones are of durable quality with 

decorative borders, epitaphs and other data that were obviously produced by professionals in this line of work.  
With only two exceptions, all burials in this cemetery were made prior to 1852 with most of them occurring 
during the 1830s and 1840s. 
 
In the year 1795, when Nathaniel Dike, the first white man to settle in Allegany County, made his way up the 
valley of the Canacadea enroute to his future home in Elm Valley, he was accompanied by his wife.  Old his-
tories have a very bad habit of mentioning the heads of families only when recounting the settlement of an ar-
ea.  Very little is said about the women folk who accompanied them but who endured the same hardships and 
played equal roles in the conquering the wilderness. 
 
Esther Dike, wife of Nathaniel, was one of these women.  When Nathaniel died during the fever epidemic in 
1814, she apparently made her home with her son James who was then living in Almond.  When Esther passed 
away two years later in 1815 at the age of 74, she was laid to rest in Merwin Cemetery.  The distance may 
have been considered too great to take her body to Elm Valley for interment beside her husband. 
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William Gray, one of the original settlers in the town, is buried here 
in Merwin.  The large stone marking his grave is so weathered and 
seamed that the action of frost has completely flaked off the face of 
the stone.  Identification could be made only by searching for the 
fragments around the base of the stone and fitting them together like 
one would a jigsaw puzzle.  William’s brother was the Revered An-
drew Gray, the acknowledged leader of the little group of original 
settlers (ca. 1796) 

Adjoining William’s grave is that of Elizabeth, apparently his wife 
who fell victim to the frightful fever epidemic of 1813 that claimed 
so many lives among the pioneers. 

Asa A. Clark, an enterprising man, is buried here.  He achieved his 
niche in Almond history by building the first gristmill to be located 

in the village in 1818, located a few rods to the east and across the creek from the cemetery. 

This gristmill, powered by waters of the Canacadea, filled a vital need for the early settlers, a service it continued 
for the next 100 years.  It was last and most familiarly known as Braack’s Mill, as Jacob Braack was the last to own 
and operate it.  Asa Cark also built a distillery, presumed to have been near the site of the cemetery.  But (not) all 
the grain transported down Mill Street reached the gristmill, as whiskey was in great demand in those days, not on-
ly for local consumption but because it was much easier to transport than grain down the rivers to seaboard mar-
kets. 

A hint of tragedies that took place in the forgotten past are told briefly and effectively by inscriptions on the grave-
stone such as these:   

MARTIN VAN BUREN 

Son of 

LEVI AND JEMIMA STEVENS 

Was Burned Feb. 10, 1840 

Aged 

9 years, 7 months and 10 days. 

 

ASHER C. STEVENS 

His Brother 

Was Burned Feb 10, 1840 

Aged 

5 years, 5 months 

 

An interesting statistic is revealed from data on the gravestones in this cemetery.  The average length of life of 
those buried here was thirty-three years, principally because of the high mortality among infants and young women 
of child-bearing ages. 

In addition to those previously mentioned, other early Almond families represented here are:  Seward, Rawson, 
Reid, Dana, Mason, Trescott, Armstrong, Hopkins, Woodcock, Hyde, Lawrence, Johnson, Green, Forbs, Otis, 
Waggoner, Haskin, Lynes, Warner, Wyckoff, Benjamin, and Howell. 

(This series on Almond’s cemeteries will be continued in future issues of the AHS newsletter) 
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Karel McElfish found us on our  AHS website, and writes:   

“Hi, I have a linen apron that has been handed down over the years to the women in my family. It was sewn 

in 1840 by Jemimah Bailey Newell, from flax grown by her husband Daniel Newell in Almond, Allegheny 

County, New York. It came west with their descendants and I have it now, in Washington State, along with a 

picture of Daniel Newell. I am preparing to hand it on to my oldest granddaughter and was hoping to find 

more information about the family. I did find from your website that they were both buried in the Bailey 

Cemetery. If you have any other information about the family, or if you know someone who might have such 

information, we would really appreciate it. If anyone has a picture of Jemimah Bailey Newell, we would real-

ly like to add that to our collection. ( We have 6 generations of wedding pictures of the women who owned 

the apron). Thank you so much for your time!”  karel49@gmail.com   (Editor’s note:   We emailed Karel and 

made a connection with one of our members, Walt Newell, who lives in Nevada, TX, and who visited us a 

few years ago.  He and his wife, daughter, Kerrie, and then 3-year old Niko (from West Redding, CT) went 

to the Bailey Hill Cemetery and found the family graves.)  

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS 

mailto:karel49@gmail.com
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