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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

JUL AUG SEP 2017     Editor—Donna Ryan    Asst. Editor— Debra Castle-Harvey                 Est. 1965 

Upcoming Events 

 

ALLEGANY COUNTY HISTORY 

AWARENESS WEEK 

Sept 26-Oct 1 

David A. Howe Library Wellsville 

Sun Oct 1:   2 pm 

Palmer Opera House, Cuba 

ANNUAL ALMOND COMMUNITY 

DAYS 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2017 

BIG TENT SALE 

at Almond Historical Society property 

Cleaning out our attics ---- There’s a lot of 

good stuff to be sold. Come make an offer. 

All monies will go toward the roof re-

placement fund.  

Parade, vendors in Park,  

Yard sales, kids events, 

Chicken barbecue, ice cream, 

Food and more . . .  

SUNDAY, SEPT 10, 2017 

AHS REGULAR MEETING 

HAGADORN HOUSE OPEN 2 TO 5 

SPEAKER: CRAIG BRAACK, 

BASICS OF GENEALOGY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

OPEN HOUSE 2 TO 5 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING/

ELECTION 

SPECIAL SHOWING: POWERPOINT 

VISIT US AT: 
https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook:  Almond Historical Society 

Email: almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

ALMOND’S CIVIL WAR CONNECTION:   

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

Taken from Helene C. Phelan’s book,  

AND WHY NOT EVERY MAN?   

(Ed note:  In keeping with the Allegany County History Awareness theme, 

“Civil War in Allegany County”, we are reprinting a portion of the chapter 

in Helene’s book describing the Underground Railroad in Almond) 

Alfred, Alfred Station and Almond all claim underground stops.   

One in Almond has some references to its authenticity.  The Henry 

Crandall house just in the village on Main Street would link with 

Hornell east of it,  Arkport north, Dansville and the path to Geneseo.  

It would also link with Angelica.  A granddaughter of Crandall, 

Mary Crandall Pugh Strickland, wrote a later occupant of the house 

in 1969 to tell her that the section in which the slaves were housed 

was later removed and moved up country and vouched for the ref-

uge’s authenticity.  However, her version of the hiding place raises 

many questions: 

There was a fence and a row of sugar maples all across the front 

of the property.  In those days there was a curving gravel walk 

bordered by rose bushes which led to various entrances. 

The room called the “nigger preserve” was in the back of the 

house, the part which was later moved away.  I think the room 

called by that name by the present owners is a small room off 

one of the bedrooms in the front of the house.  This room was 

used for storage . . . obviously one would not want a runaway 

slave in a room off a bedroom used by one of the family. 

There were three bedrooms and a back stairway off this back 

hall where the help slept.  One bedroom off each side of the hall 

and a very large bedroom at the end of the hall which extended 

across the rear of the house.  One of the bedrooms off the back 

hall was for the use of runaway slaves.  My grandfather was 

very active in the underground railway. 

There was an attic over the entire front of the house. 

The house was built in the 1830s by David Crandall and lived in by 

his son Henry Crandall.  Henry Crandall was well known in the area 

as an ardent abolitionist.  However, the hiding place for slaves in a 

bedroom near a servant’s room where their presence would be 

known, not only to the ”help” but to anyone searching for slaves is 

most unlikely.  The present owners of the house were told by a 

daughter of Henry Crandall’s, the late Mrs. Sarah Hopkins, that the  

https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/
mailto:almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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ALMOND’S CIVIL WAR CONNECTION:  THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

Taken from Helene C. Phelan’s book,  AND WHY NOT EVERY MAN?   (Cont’d) 

slaves came by way of Canisteo.  Mrs. 

Hopkins had another version of the hiding 

place.: 

 The upstairs of the house has  a 

 hall running from front to back, 

 with two rooms on either side of 

 the hall,  In the front on the north 

 side of the house is a large bedr

 oom with a door into the hall, a 

 door into a tiny space that could 

 have been used for storage or a 

 dressing room or a birthing room.  

 From this tiny room there is a door 

 to another large room at the back. 

 Neither of these show evidence of 

 ever having been papered.  This 

 room may have been intended as a 

 room in which to keep a loom. 

 There are hooks there for 

 clotheslines.  Both the front and 

 back stair end at doors to this 

 room.  It has, moreover, access to 

 the stairs to the attic, and the evi-

 dence would suggest that this, or 

 the tiny space between the two 

rooms was the shelter, rather than the wing.  A third place later mentioned was back of the huge 

chimney of the cooking fireplace, now removed, but this is nothing to support this. 

Mrs. Hopkins also said that when night came, the slaves would make their way up the steep hill behind the 

house, heading presumably north or west.  She also mentioned the circular drive and the wind which had 

been removed containing the kitchen and servants rooms above.  The backstairs must have also been ac-

cessible to that wing.  There does not seem to be much doubt that this was a stop on the underground. 

Another house commonly assumed to be an underground station in Almond has been the McIntosh house 

on Chapel Street.  McIntosh was an active abolitionist, but the house assumed to be the station by every-

one, including this writer, and later owners, was found to not be built until 1871, and the “hiding place” 

discovered a few years ago never held slaves, whatever else it held.  However, McIntosh’s house which 

originally stood on that lot was divided in two and moved down the street a way, and it is commonly held 

that McIntosh was a station master, but evidently in the earlier house. 

Another site mentioned in Almond is the old stone house in Karr Valley built by Stephen Major in 1822.  

He and his son, Thomas, were reputed to have used the house as an underground railroad station, but to 

date there is nothing to confirm this.  Residents of the valley say there was a room built into the hill in back 

which might possibly have been a fruit cellar.  Stephen Major died in 1844.  The Majors were members of 

the Presbyterian Church, and two of Stephen Major's sons were ardent abolitionists, according to at least 

one history. 

While at first there seemed little likelihood that the Major house could be a stop in the Underground, there 

are several conditions that suggest it might have been. 
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ALMOND’S CIVIL WAR CONNECTION:  THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

Taken from Helene C. Phelan’s book,  AND WHY NOT EVERY MAN?   (Cont’d) 

The route from Bakers Bridge 

which went over the hill to McHen-

ry Valley to the west of it would 

have tied up the Turnpike Road go-

ing over the hill into West Almond.  

Another Major, Thomas, before 

1861 lived in the Karr Valley house 

about five miles out from Almond 

and within a mile or so of west Al-

mond.  The rumors persist.  There is 

no trace of the room in the hill 

which one resident of the valley 

says opened from any room in the 

house.  Near the burial plot of Ste-

phen Major across a field and up the 

hill there was a four foot high wall 

surrounding the grave plot in which 

older residents of the valley report 

they hid as children.  One wall re-

mains.  Might it have been used as a 

hiding place earlier? 

 

Linked to Almond were the Alfred 

and Alfred Station stops.  In Alfred 

Station one route lay “over the hill 

to West Almond” and could have 

gone from there to Angelica and 

linked up with the Short Tract, Gen-

eseo route or gone north to Almond, 

thence to Arkport, Dansville and 

north to Geneseo (Mt. Morris) link-

ing up at Arkport with the routes 

from Hornell and those from Bath. 

There in Baker’s Bridge (now Al-

fred Station), where the road turns 

to go to Alfred is a farmhouse which 

sits a distance back from the road and is now owned by Lyle Palmiter.  In the days before the Civil War it was 

owned by William Maxson, a miller.  From this house the grandfather of the present owner told her they “went 

over the hill to West Almond.”  The ridge road which went to McHenry Valley is no longer there.  In two rooms 

in the house there were trap doors in the floor to the cellar and some years ago in repairing the barn, back of it 

and to one side was found the remains of a small tunnel going into the hill on the side toward West Almond.  It 

was considered too dangerous to explore and map. 

+++++++++++++++ 

This ends the section of Helene’s book on Almond’s supposed involvement in the Underground Rail-

road.  However her narrative continues with fascinating stories of other nearby suspected Underground Rail-

road locations, including Alfred and Hornellsville.   Once again, we are thankful to the Phelan family for allow-

ing us to publish portions of her books. 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY:   

HISTORY  

AWARENESS WEEK  

Sept 26-Oct 1 

“CIVIL WAR IN  

ALLEGANY COUNTY” 

 

The Almond Historical Society plans 

to participate in Allegany County’s 

History Awareness Week coming this 

fall.  Beautiful color tri-fold bro-

chures, are available throughout the 

county, describing the event thus: 

 

“Allegany County history lovers and 

local leaders aim to acquaint more 

people with just how much rich histo-

ry our county has by hosting our sec-

ond annual LOCAL HISTORY 

AWARENESS WEEK.  This year’s 

theme is Allegany County’s involve-

ment in the Civil War covering slav-

ery, the Underground Railroad and 

the county’s role in the war, 1861-

1865. 

“The activities start with a welcome, 

ribbon-cutting ceremony in the exhi-

bition room of the David A. Howe 

Memorial Library in Wellsville.  

Evening presentations in the Nancy 

Howe Auditorium of the Library will 

start on Tuesday night, September 26, 

at 7:30 PM and conclude on Friday 

night.” 

“On Sunday, October 1, at 2 pm, Cu-

ba NY Palmer Opera House presents 

VOICES FROM OUR HISTORY, a 

spectacular culminating event which 

will showcase many of the important 

notable personalities who made Alle-

gany County great.  Various signifi-

cant people from towns and villages 

through the county will be portrayed 

by talented local actors.  In addition, 

there will be minstrels who will en-

tertain with musical selections.  

Come and “meet” history!  Admis-

sion is free, but donations gratefully 

accepted.”  

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL REPORT - 2017 
Submitted by Louise Schwartz, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The annual Strawberry Festival of 2017 was held on June 19th.   

It started with two of our men who volunteer and serve on the Board, 

heading out to Schultheis Strawberry farm to pick up the massive amount 

of strawberries.  Upon arrival at the Hagadorn House, there were volun-

teers ready to wash and hull the berries. Then they were transported to 

Muhleisens Restaurant, where Jack Sr. so graciously sliced the berries for 

us. 

 

Berries were then returned to the Hagadorn House to be sugared and read-

ied for the early evening event.  Many who hulled berries stayed on, vol-

unteering to butter the biscuits, again, getting ready for later.  Many vol-

unteers were ready to transport tables and chairs from the Almond Union 

Church, placing them under the pavilion and tent.  Other volunteers came 

with decorations for the tables with vases of fresh flowers, table numbers 

and place cards explaining the Almond Historical Society. 

 

Volunteers had worked on Sunday, setting up the big tent, getting our ta-

bles and chairs out of the shed and whipping the wonderful heavy cream, 

donated by Hood Dairy in Arkport.  Volunteers picked up the huge 

amount of ice, donating coolers and a large tub to hold the bottled water, 

making the coffee, placing signs and a 'bunch' of other things too numer-

ous to mention. 

 

Just before we started serving, or around 4PM, there was a downpour of 

rain, but it passed through, with only an amount of water that needed to be 

wiped off tables and chairs. At 4:30, more volunteers arrived ready to be 

servers, waiters, hosts, cashiers and runners. The name of each group de-

scribes what they were there to do.  The cashiers opened at about 4:50PM, 

the serving line was ready, with biscuits, strawberries, ice cream (donated 

by Dick and Sheryl at “The Big Dipper”), and whipped cream.  The rush 

began and, as far as I can determine, and from all those who reported and 

commented, everything went very well and with good timing.  People 

seemed to enjoy themselves, and, once again, were happy. 

 

Final figures:  There were 18 more servings this year than last, and our net 

profit was $1,460.16!  (Continued on next page) 

Waitresses Jessica, Natalie and Lauren Norris  
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STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

REPORT - 2017 
Louise Schwartz, Chairman (Cont.) 

Now, just in case you didn't realize a 

common word in this short report, I'll 

clue you in---------VOLUNTEERS!!!!!!!!  

That's right, this annual event could not 

happen without our volunteers.  I esti-

mate that we have about 60 to 70 people 

who volunteer for just this event, to make 

it a success. As president and represent-

ing the board of AHS, WE APPRECI-

ATE OUR VOLUNTEERS!!  THANK 

YOU. 

 

Now, the volunteering doesn't stop at the 

Strawberry Festival.  We have many op-

portunities throughout the year for you to 

volunteer.  I'm listing some of those: 

 

 Working at the office on Friday after-

noons from 2PM to 4PM 

 Filing at the office at that time also 

 Helping with the 3 to 4 special speak-

ers/features by providing refresh-

ments  

 Helping when the 4th Graders come 

in the spring 

 Helping with the annual Christmas 

Musical and Open House 

 

There are many ways YOU can be of 

help.  Just call the office, email us, call 

me or any one of the board members. 

That information is on the newsletter. 

 

Thank you, on behalf of our board, for 

your support of AHS and especially the 

Strawberry Festival this year.   

ALMOND, NC:  A TOWN BURIED UNDER THREE 

RIVERS  

(Editor’s note: Pat Almeter Childs, Wellsville:  “Here is some infor-

mation gathered when Ken and Clair Almeter and myself visited the 

Smokey Mountains last spring.  We saw Almond on the map and went 

in search of it.  It still has a post office but at a new location.  Their 

church was rebuilt using some of the materials from other demolished 

buildings.  The only original buildings we found were the old train 

station with its sign and a few houses near the station which had been 

high on the hill similar to where the RR passes through Almond, NY.  

It was easy to see how this could have been our town.”  We will share 

some information taken from The Almond Baptist Mission pamphlet 

Pat picked up written by Mary Anne Forbes.) 

“O Lord God Almighty, come upon us.”  Little Jessie Lindsay 

had stood behind her home, looking toward the mountain where 

the old preacher had gone to pray.  His earnest plea had reached 

her below, touching her young heart, and forever embedding 

this heartfelt prayer in her memories. 

“A revival was being held at Almond Baptist Church and it had 

been the Lindsay family’s turn to take care of the preacher.  

This was a common practice in the small mountain communi-

ties, for often a minister had to travel a great distance on horse-

back to reach his congregation. 

“The town of Almond (NC) lay in a quiet valley surrounded by 

mountains and rivers in the western section of North Carolina.  

Families with the names of Campbell, Shuler, Lindsay, McHan, 

Burnett, Stanberry, Ammons, Davis, Jarvis, Franks, and Cun-

ningham lived in the thriving community and countryside sur-

rounding it. 

“The McHan family ran a general store that housed the only 

telephone (hand cranked) in Almond.  The Ammons family op-

erated a corn mill and boarding house.  The Almond Post Office 

was located in Burnett’s General Store and served several com-

munities nearby.  Mail was delivered to the post office by a man 

on horseback with a canvas mail bag slung over his saddle.  An-

other industrious family in Almond, the Shulers, operated the 

second boarding house and the third general store in town.  

Church and school were of great importance to the people living 

in the scattered mountain communities, and Almond boasted 

both of these institutions. 

The Almond Baptist Mission pamphlet continues:  “In 1933, the 

Tennessee Valley Authority had been created by Congress as a 

federal corporation.  Its purpose was to develop the resources of 

the Tennessee Valley. Building dams to control floods, deepen-

ing rivers for shipping, and creating electric power was part of 

their large scale program.  One of the regions that had suffered 

most in the floods was the area around the Tennessee River and 

its branches.  Loss of life and property had been the results.  

TVA’s Fontana Dam project was planned as a unit in the devel-

opment of the water resources of the Tennessee River system 

and the town of Almond was located in its flood plan.   
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ALMOND, NC:  A TOWN BURIED UNDER THREE RIVERS  (Cont’d) 

The Southern Baptist Church of Almond was torn down and the money made from this venture was then de-

posited in the bank for a new church building.  Other buildings were demolished and large pieces of timber and 

native stone were stored with care, for the people of Almond were determined to build another church. 

In 1944, the 480 foot dam was complete.  Now the cool waters of the Nantahala River, the Tuckaseegee River, 

and the Tennessee River would flow into the flood plain, creating Fontana Lake and flooding the once produc-

tive town of Almond.  A few families around Fontana Lake were able to keep their land and word was sent to 

every family in the area that church services would be held.  The people of Almond would build a debt-free 

church using stone from the Old Almond School’s lunchroom and the lumber they had salvaged from other 

buildings in their town.”  End of pamphlet text. 

Further information about Almond, NC, came to light online:  From Smoky Mountain News by George Ellison  

June 12, 2013:   Almond doesn’t exist anymore. Where the village was situated is now submerged underneath 

the waters of Lake Fontana at the present location of the Almond Boat Dock just off Highway 28 west of 

Bryson City.  Almond was incorporated in 1905. It was named for Bud Almond, who donated the land for the 

town’s site on the Nantahala River just above its confluence with the Little Tennessee. 

 

The Cherokee lived here first. The most famous 

of these was the Cherokee martyr Tsali, who had 

his farm somewhere nearby — no one seems to 

know just where.   Fort Lindsay, the westernmost 

stockade in Gen. Winfield Scott’s Indian removal 

system, was located here, and several U.S. sol-

diers’ graves dating from the late 1830s are 

marked up on the hill. No one seems to be able to 

account for just how or why they died. 

 

In addition to the depot and post office, Almond 

just after the turn of the century had a general 

store and boarding house in addition to a school 

building down next to the tracks. The communi-

ty’s residents decided in 1912 that they needed a 

better school and built a three-room structure up 

on Fort Hill above town where the old 1830s removal-era graves mentioned above are located. 

 

This was not the first time that we received information about Almond, NC:  Some time ago, we received an 

email from Linda Shakar, who apparently found the Almond (NY) Historical Society website and wanted to 

share this picture of the Almond (NC) depot.  Information from a website reveals:  The Almond railroad depot 

is located near the farm and home of D.W. Brosnan, former president of Southern Railway. In 1951, D.W. 

Brosnan, Southern Railway Executive Vice President of operations and future Chairman, began holding meet-

ings for company officers in Almond, North Carolina, a small town in the mountains west of Asheville. The 

station/depot is not open to the public, but is visible from the road and the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad 

out of Bryson, NC.  

 

Today, Almond North Carolina is described as a quiet, secluded village on the banks of the Nantahala River in 

Swain County, surrounded by natural forest land. However, the Almond area and nearby Bryson City NC is a 

haven for outdoor enthusiasts. The Nantahala National Forest includes 537 acres of forests, moun-

tains, waterfalls and numerous creeks and rivers.  It is not the same Almond, NC described in The Almond 

Baptist Mission pamphlet that Pat Childs sent us, but today is a thriving haven for outdoor enthusiasts.   Several 

websites exist, passionately applauding the myriad camping, whitewater rafting, tubing , biking, hiking and 

excursion railroad experiences that are available.   

http://www.climbeverymountain.com/Bryson_City_North_Carolina_Cabins_and_Vacation_Rentals.htm


7 

 

This ad was found in the AHS archives files 

– who can tell us what this is all about? 

DOES ANYONE REMEMBER THIS 

EVENT – OR THIS CLUB?   
AACS FOURTH GRADERS VISIT AHS 

Once again, we were happy to host nearly 50 fourth 

graders from Alfred Almond Central School in June.   

Craig Mix, AACS fourth grade teacher, coordinates the 

annual event.  The children come in the morning with 

their designated teams, ready to participate and listen to 

presentations throughout the day at various locations by 

our volunteers. At noontime, they ate their lunch under 

the pavilion and played in the lawn, and were ready to 

resume their “tours” for another hour before getting on 

their bus to return to Alfred Almond.  Children who 

lived in Almond or had relatives with Almond connec-

tions enjoyed looking through their individual family 

files.  A big thank you to our volunteer guides for mak-

ing this another memorable day and bringing local histo-

ry alive:   Jan and Carl Leathersich, Susan Steere, Bob 

and Louise Schwartz, and Donna Ryan. 

FROM THE ALFRED SUN  

FIFTY YEARS AGO:    June 8, 1967  

Almond residents are still enthusiastically talking about 

the largest Memorial Day Parade people can recall, and 

are starting plans to make next year’s event bigger and 

better.  A crowd estimated at around 300 lined Main 

Street to view the event which boasted some 15 units.  

In past years, the parade had dwindled down to the 

AACS Band, the ROTC, the Alfred American Legion, 

and a handful of children representing local organiza-

tions.  Mayor Leon Hanks, who fostered the idea of an 

expanded Memorial Day Parade, noted:  “There were 

so many kids in the parade this year, there weren’t any 

left to chase, along behind and beside on bicycles!:” 

AHS OFFICERS 

 

Louise Schwartz, President 

(607 661-4364) 

Helen Spencer, Vice President 

Donna B. Ryan, Secretary 

Teresa Johnson, Treasurer 

Board members: 

Bob Schwartz 

Brad Hager 

Mike Baker 

Tom Steere 

Kim Costello 

Cindy Banker 

YOU CAN HELP THE AHS BY 

DONATING YOUR POP CANS! 

PLEASE PLACE THEM IN THE 

LITTLE BUILDING NEAR THE 

MUNICPAL BUILDING ON 

MAIN STREET.   
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(Ed. Note: A memorial contribution received from Gordon Ralls in honor of Joseph Corey prompted us to 

contact Gordon and ask him to write an article for this newsletter, giving highlights of Joseph’s life.  Before 

receiving the article, we came upon this information in the AHS archives, posted by the late John Reynolds, 

about Joseph Corey’s home:  HOME OF LEE AND DONNA RYAN (54 Main Street)  This is the former 

home of Joseph Corey who was born in Luzerne Co., PA, in 1802.  He had three brothers killed in the Wyo-

ming Massacre (PA) and escaped a similar fate by hiding under the river bank until the Indians had left.  His 

father, Joseph Sr., was killed in a fall at his gristmill in the northern portion of the village in 1816.  Joseph 

Jr. came to Almond from Hornellsville with his parents in 1812, and in 1827, in partnership with his brother-

in-law, George Stevens, he built the first store in the upper battery, a business that was continued until 1847 

when he engaged in agriculture.  He served one term in the state legislature.  He died January 10, 1893 at the 

age of 91.  At one time he owed most of the land on which the Village of Almond is now located.) 

 
Joseph W. Corey was born 09 Jul 1802 Luzerne Co PA and died 10 Jan 1893, Almond, Allegany Co, NY.  

Allegany Co NY was the home of Joseph W. Corey for over 50 years. Joseph was one of ten children born 

to Joseph and Prudence Parks Corey.  Both died in Allegany Co NY and are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

His father survived the Wyoming Valley PA Massacre 03 Jul 1778.  

Mr. Corey, when a boy, worked one half month driving oxen and received a penknife and a vest pattern 

amounting to 50 cents for his half-month's work. 

In 1822 he opened a store for himself, and continued in the mercantile business at Whitesville and Almond 

until 1847, when he turned his attention to farming. 

Joseph apparently had a good sense of humor, a trait we have seen carried on. According to The Almond 

Story, when he became postmaster in 1829 he moved the office to his store in the southern part of the vil-

lage. It was a move that created excitement and bitterness among the residents. So because of the belliger-

ent feelings that existed, he dubbed the two ends of town (we suspect with a wry smile) as upper and lower 

batteries. We understand these terms have endured through the years. 

18 Sep 1831 at Dansville Livingston Co NY he married Mary Smith. To this union were born five children, 

3 daughters and 2 sons. 

He was elected to the State Representative position and only stayed in office for his elected term stating: "If 

one stays longer there is a very good chance that one could be corrupted." 

In 1862 (Civil War) a meeting of loyal citizens was called. Mr. Corey was elected chairman. He offered $5 

to each man who would enlist and $50 extra to the man who would go as his substitute. Ebenezer Lowe, 

aged 26, was the man who went in his place. Mr. Corey was a strong Democrat but strongly opposed to slav-

ery. 

When Joseph Corey died, a Carolyn Hughes Alley, her actual birth surname was Brooks, who had lived with 

the Coreys a short time claimed she was his niece, and attempted to gain a portion of his estate based on her 

claim. Her efforts failed. 

Joseph was a man of more than ordinary ability, and even in his last years could remember what had tran-

spired in his early life. He died Jan. 10, 1893, aged 91. 

Joseph certainly did leave a rich legacy with his many children for the years he was upon this beautiful 

earth. His many descendants have settled in many states across this great country, from Pennsylvania to Cal-

ifornia, and still prosper to this day. 

(Submitted by Cousins (and AHS members) Gordon Ralls of Pleasant Hills, CA  and Chuck Rhodes of Cali-

fornia, MO, June 2017) 

JOSEPH W. COREY, EARLY ALMOND MERCHANT 

By Gordon Ralls and Chuck Rhodes 
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THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS WHO RESPOND  WITH THEIR DUES AND COMMENTS:  

Philip Baker, Washington DC:  The enclosed check is to honor the memory and life of Lee A Ryan Jr who did so much 

to make the Historical Society the excellent place it is.  Please use this contribution as you wish . . . 

Audrey Hurd Burrow, Raymond WA:  I so enjoy reading the newsletter . . . always liked American History when in 

school.   

Carolyn Caesar, Santa Monica, CA:  Love your newsletter!  Wish I could take part in your other activities too! 

Patricia Spaine Curran, Alfred:  Love the work – wish I had more time to help. 

Brantley and Diane Lawrence Davis, Almond:  The newsletter is a treasure!  Thank you! 

Gary and Jackie Fraser, Canandaigua:  What a wonderful group!  Good luck on your projects! 

Hattie Gavin, Andover:  I appreciate the honor of receiving your newsletter.  I am 86 now and go with a walker and I 

don’t drive anymore so I do miss a lot.  I have nice memories of your programs.  

Nancy Glover, Arkport:  Love the newsletter! 

Colleen Hollenbeck, Slingerlands, NY:  You do a great job with your records, Hagadorn House, your activities and 

your newsletter! I look forward to your newsletters and the nice memories it brings back for me. 

Ralph Hills, Wellsville:  Why not have an “old Home/Heritage Day” event in Almond?  Invite/include maybe “all who 

have family ties/relatives past or present to Almond and serve ice cream like an afternoon social in the park or Hagadorn 

Pavilion? 

Corinne MacIntosh Kober, Rochester:  Impressed with all you do.  I read Mr. Reynolds book and learned a lot I never 

knew – enjoyed it. 

Joyce Hollister, Hornell:  Thank you to all the faithful diligent volunteers.  We appreciate the leaders and thank them 

also!  Thank you to all who write, edit and print the newsletter! 

Audrey Hardy Lamprey, LaVerne, CA:  Great newsletter! 

Carl and Jan Burdett Leathersich, Canisteo:  Thank you all for your wonderful work for AHS.  We love the newslet-

ter, Strawberry Festival and events. 

Lewis and Charlotte Major, Manchester, MI:  I love the newsletter. Thank you for all your hard work! 

Patricia McEvoy, Almond:  Great newsletter! 

Helen McKnight, Almond:  I think you are doing a great job on the newsletter!  Enjoy it from the front-back as soon as 

it arrives! 

Sue Rawleigh Puglisi, Deltona, FL:  Love the newsletter!  Get to see what’s going on in Almond. 

Jeff Ryan, Canisteo:  Thank you for the good you do on behalf of our community!  Best of success with this year’s 

Strawberry Festival 

Dorothy J. McKibben Smyder, Tyrone, PA:  I loved the article on the Gillette family.  Ginger Gillette was my best 

friend while I attended Alfred Almond Central School for three years (grades 5-7) Ginger’s mom was like a second 

mother to me.  Many sleepovers and every Monday night as a Camp Fire Girl, we had our meetings at the Gillettes and 

after the meeting we all stayed to watch I Love Lucy and Lights Out. 

Nelson and Amanda Stevens Snyder, Alfred Station:  We appreciate all the work Almond HS is doing.  Thank you to 

your officers led by President Louise Schwartz. 

Gay Usher, Savannah, GA:  Hope I continue getting the newsletter.  It is very interesting.  When I was small, I lived 

right across the street from Teresa McAndrew Johnson. 

Virginia Apsey vossler, Wellsville:  I always enjoy the newsletter. 

Roxanne VanOrman Waight, Almond:  Newsletter is great as usual! 
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WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS    

From BOB NIPHER, HOLLEY, NY:  “Dear Donna:  Thank you for the personal tour of Hagadorn 

House.  Your historical society has a wonderful setting for its programs, collection, etc.  I stopped in 

at the Canaseraga HS building (rented and small) and they would like to get a building of their own. 

Hopefully they can find and afford it some day.  They’ve outgrown the space that they have now!  

Again, my condolences and I’m donating to the Almond HS in memory of Lee.  Glad I finally got to 

meet you.  Your newsletter was great.  Keep up the good work.”  

 

ANDY PHELAN wrote from NORMAN OK following his presentation on April 23 about his moth-

er, Helene C. Phelan, and his recently published book, The Writer She Wanted to be…: “Dear Louise:  

Just a note to say ‘thank you’ to you and the others who helped make my presentation on April 23 a 

success!  I really appreciated all the work you did and very much appreciated the wonderful gift bas-

ket you gave me!  (Maple syrup is a scarce item in this part of the world!)  So again, thank you!  With 

all best regards, Andy.” 

 

DEAN AND ANNE WELLS, FARMINGTON, NY:  “It was nice meeting you and your daughter at 

the Strawberry Festival.  This was the second Strawberry Festival we have attended and we are very 

impressed at how well it is organized.  We didn’t have time to visit the office as we wanted to go to 

Oramel and check out our property.  We had been through the AHS office about three years ago when 

we had the Lewis reunion in Almond and were impressed with all the work that had been done and 

especially all of the family histories that we were able to check out.”   

 

GORDON C RALLS, PLEASANT HILL CA, sent a monetary gift  in memory of Joseph W. Co-

rey, prompting us to contact him regarding a story about this man who played a large part in the for-

mation of Almond Village.  That communication resulted in an email from CHUCK RHODES OF 

CALIFORNIA, MO:  “Gordon Ralls contacted me yesterday explaining your request for him to 

write an article on his great grandfather Joseph Corey. He asked/requested if I might be interested in 

writing the article due in part to his age, and giving me credit for being a better writer than he, which 

I'm not as I've read many articles Gordon has written. Nonetheless I accepted his request and told him 

I would contact you.  His email also jogged my memory that I was to send to the Almond HS a copy 

of my latest 2 volume 800 +- page books on Gordon's and my joint Corey lines.”  (Thank you, Gor-

don and Chuck:  Our readers will find that article in this AHS newsletter issue on page 7) 

 

SUZIE CARLSON, CASTILE, sent this email:  “I have been doing extensive research on the Karrs 

for the last handful of years. I've been to state archives, historical societies, and county clerk offices in 

New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey to look for information on the Karrs (also found as Kehr 

and Kerr in Pa records).  I continue to search for a connection between our ancestor Margaret Karr 

(1737-1820) and the famous Freehold, NJ Walter Ker. Family oral tradition has said Walter Ker is 

Margaret's grandfather, and there IS a Margaret listed in Walter's son's will, but in order to prove this 

beyond a shadow of a doubt, I am looking for Margaret's husband. It is NOT Samuel Ker with a birth 

year of 1737-1740 listed on some of the genealogies. That Samuel died in 1763, 1 year before Mar-

garet's oldest child was born--I have a photo of his gravestone in NJ.  I have not been to Harrisburg, 

PA yet to the state archives there, even though I travel through there several times a year to visit fami-

ly. I hope to get there later this summer to see what I can find.”  Suzie states that she is looking for an 

old Karr family Bible that might give definitive proof!  Anyone know the whereabouts of such?? 
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WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES  TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF: 

William R. Mess, 78, who passed away on December 16, 2016 at his home in Hornell. He was a 

lifelong area resident, graduating from Hornell High School. He retired from the former JCPen-

ney Store, after 40 years as the stock manager. Bill was a New York Yankees fan, enjoyed bowl-

ing, and was an accomplished painter. 

 

Jacquelyn (Paine) "Jackie" Walker, 82, of Victor, formerly of Hornell, who passed away June 

19, 2017.  A member of  AACS Class of 1953, she graduated from Fredonia State College where 

she majored in music education and Geneseo State College, with a master's degree in elementary 

education.  Her career as a teacher began at the Navy School in San Juan, Puerto Rico and then 

continued at Alfred-Almond and the Hornell City School system.  She served as her church choir 

director, directed the Community Christmas Cantata, taught Sunday School, served as an elder, 

Camp Fire Leader and was a member and past president of the Board of Directors of the Hornell 

Children's Home. 

 

J. Bruce Hitchcock, 80, who passed away on June 24, 2017 in Wellsville. A 1956 graduate of 

AACS and Alfred State College in 1960, he began his longtime career in the heavy equipment 

industry. He was a member of multiple professional organizations and also served as a police of-

ficer, deputy sheriff, and volunteer fireman. He was active in politics as a member of the Repub-

lican Committee of Steuben County and served in the Village of Bath as a member of the Board 

of Trustees, as Chairman of the Village of Bath Planning & Zoning Committee and as a member 

of the Municipal Utilities Committee. He was a member of the Chemung Valley Regional An-

tique Automobile Club, the former Hornell Lodge #364 BPOE, University Lodge #230 F&AM, 

the First Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church, and the NRA.  

 

Paul Thomas "Butch" Johnson, 79, who passed away June 27, 2017 at his home in Almond. 

After his 1956 AACS graduation, he was an Erie Railroad fireman.  Drafted into the U.S. Army 

in 1959, he served 16 months in Germany. Upon his honorable discharge, he returned to the rail-

road and attended Alfred State College and Monroe Community College. Pursuing a career in 

law enforcement, he served as a Village Police Officer in North Hornell. 1965 became a Trooper 

for the New York State Police, serving nearly 24 years before retiring as a BCI Investigator.  Fol-

lowing his retirement, he served as an Almond Town Justice for 10 years. For fifty years, Paul 

was a member of the Arthur H. Cunningham American Legion Post in Hornell, and the Hor-

nell Elks Lodge. He was also a member of the Almond Lions Club for over 30 years, the Hornell 

Association, and a member of the famous "Muhleisen's Coffee Crew" for over 50 years. 

 
Keith Charles Reynolds, 84, of Williamsburg MI, who passed away July 5, 2107. A 1950 grad-

uate of AACS, he entered the Navy and served during the Korean War. He was a member of the 

flight deck catapult crew on carriers USS Roosevelt, USS Midway, USS Coral Sea and USS 

Princeton. After his discharge, he attended LA City College and later was employed by 3M Cor-

poration, during which time he moved his family around the Midwest. In 1976 he returned to San 

Diego where he owned and operated Reynolds Graphic Arts Corporation. Keith enjoyed retire-

ment in Polson, MT, Elk Rapids, MI, and Punta Gorda, FL. He renewed his love of the outdoors 

with fishing and golf. He also took up painting and enjoyed watercolors in particular. 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/police-officers/?personid=185926028&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/police-officers/?personid=185926028&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/?personid=185926028&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/elks-lodge/?personid=185926028&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/?personid=185951995&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/police-officers/?personid=185951995&affiliateID=3456
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/elks-lodge/?personid=185951995&affiliateID=3456
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