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ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

JAN FEB MAR 2017     Editor—Donna Ryan    Asst. Editor—Debra Castle-Harvey Est. 1965 

Upcoming  

Events 

 

SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2017 

OPEN HOUSE 2 – 5 P.M. 

PROGRAM:  3 P.M. 

Andy Phelan: “The Writer She Wanted 
to be…..” 

Refreshments: Arlene McMahon/Helen 
Spencer 

 

MON, JUNE 19 2017 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Coordinator: 

Louise Schwartz (607) 661-4364 

Helpers needed: 

- Berry washers/hullers                         
- Waiters/servers/cashiers                    
- Set up/Take down/Clean up 

Please call Louise to offer your           
assistance 

 

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2017 DUES: 

NOTICE HAS BEEN SENT IN A    
SEPARATE MAILING 

 

PLEASE DONATE YOUR  CANS 
AND BOTTLES TO AHS —  IN THE 
LITTLE  BUILDING NEXT TO THE 
ALMOND MUNICIPALBUILDING  

 

AHS OFFICE OPEN 2-4pm FRIDAY 
AFTERNOONS OR BY APPT:  CALL 
DORIS MONTGOMERY 276-6324 

VISIT US AT:                                           
https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook:  Almond Historical Society 

Email:                                                           
almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

Phone:  (607) 288-2833 

WHAT’S IN A FILE AT THE HAGADORN HOUSE? 

 (Ed note:  At the last AHS board of directors’ meeting, it was suggest-
ed that we feature one of the hundreds of family files found in the ar-
chives/office.  It was a very good idea – but who/what family to begin 
with?  The answer came the next week, when Martin (Bud) Gillette 
and his son came to visit from Rochester.  Bud has been a faithful sup-
porter of the AHS for many years, donating unique Gillette family/
business items for our local collection, generous funds for our pro-
jects, and hours of informative conversations filled with past memo-
ries.) 

On Friday afternoons when the AHS office is open, our volunteers are always 
happy to greet visitors!  January 20 was no exception, when Mark and Bud 
Gillette came down from Rochester for another of their occasional visits.  
They enthusiastically wanted to look at items in our collection and talk over 
“old times”.  We were anxious to show them the late Marie Cook Rigby’s 
three-scrapbook collection featuring hundreds of newspaper clippings of dec-
ades of area residents’ engagements and weddings. Bud’s comment:  “Dote 
and my wedding won’t be in there . . . we had a small wedding and I left to 
go to my Air Force assignment in Alaska the next day. . .”  Holding one of 
the large books, the pages fortuitously flipped back – and VOILA!   

 There was their wedding day picture!  That was fun, for sure! 

https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/
mailto:almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Mark expressed his gratitude for the DVD of our No-
vember meeting: “Almond’s Homes and Buildings ca. 1960s”, 
noting that he and his dad have watched it a couple of 
times.  Kudos go to the late Sean Phelan for his exten-
sive photography and restoration of 50-year old slides; 
Chris Blades, who created the DVD which is accompa-
nied by early American banjo music; and Bob Baker, 
who recreated the narrative from the original 1971 AHS 
program. (These DVDs are available for a donation of 
$5 – email dryan14804@gmail.com)  

Because Bud’s interest in preserving his family’s history 
motivated him to donate innumerable personal items, 
there are three Gillette family files plus a genealogy disc.  
A very interesting story features Bud’s dad, Clinton, a 
welder/mechanic/fix-it man, who owned Gillette’s Gar-
age  near the Karrdale Ave/Main Street corner for many 
years.  Complete with pictures, the story begins:   “At the 
heart of the Great Depression, a trio of local young men 
with a dream, who scraped together an incredible 
amount of money and applied lots of hard work and cre-
ativity, made a name for themselves and set an amazing 
record in Almond.  

“In May 1931, Clint Gillette, age 23, Paul Coleman, 28, 
and DeVere Palmer, 24, experienced the culmination of 
their two-year project of building ‘something that would 
fly’ and achieved for Almond the distinction of being the 
home of the smallest flying plane.”  This feature article 
was published in the November 2000 AHS newsletter 
and is posted on an easel in the AHS office. 

The files are full of newspaper clippings of birthday par-
ties, graduations, engagements, weddings, births, retire-
ments, obituaries, interesting “happenings”, sports and 
civic involvement, and letters to the editor.  Five type-
written pages of conversations between Donna Ryan and 
Bud about his working years and stories of Almond, a 
Gillette Reunion book complete with ancestor’s pictures 
and valuable family information and connections and 
countless vintage pictures are also found. 

WHAT’S IN A FILE AT THE HAGADORN HOUSE? (cont.) 

A few of the interesting news features found: 

April 1, 1979:  The story of Dennis Petric and David Gil-
lette traveling around area, driving a van filled with 350 
pairs of roller skates and a sound system: a movable skat-
ing party.    Another article reported vandals smashing 40 
handcarved pumpkins at Randy Gillette’s All Decked Out.  

Almond News/Alfred Sun September 15, 1960:  Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Gillette and sons and the Misses Virginia and 
Jane Gillette attended the State Fair in Syracuse last Satur-
day.  Marty Gillette was the lucky winner of an English 
setter puppy which was awarded by the State Troopers in 
connection with their safety campaign.  His name was 
chosen from a group of 22 thousand names which had 
been registered throughout the Fair week.  Guy Lombar-
do made the award. 

February 27, 1951: Evening Tribune:  Gillette Suffers 
Injury at Camp:  Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Gillette of Cres-
cent Place have received word that their son, Pvt. Martin 
(Bud) Gillette has received severe injuries to his left hand.  
Private Gillette, a member of the Engineer Corps of the 
40th Infantry Division located at Camp Cooke, Calif., was 
engaged in setting a parachute flare when injured.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Gillette are the parents of two others sons in the ser-
vice, Sgt. Carleton Gillette located with the Air Force at 
Brady Field, Japan, as a radio operator flying ammunition 
and supplies from Japan into Korea; and Cpl. Richard 
Gillette, a mechanic with the Air Force at Randolph Field, 
Texas. 

Alfred Sun: Almond items/Miss Martha Easterbrooks 
(date unknown)  S/Sgt Richard Gillette returned Sunday 
to Sampson Air Base where he is awaiting his discharge 
from the Air Force, after spending a few days with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Gillette.  Sgt. Gillette has 
been stationed at Laeges (sic) Air Base in the Azores as an 
aircraft mechanic for the past eighteen months.  He enlist-
ed in September 1949 and received his training at Lack-
land Air Base and Sheppard Field, TX. (On) Friday, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clinton Gillette entertained Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Gillette.  It was the first time in two and one half years 
that the family has been together. During that time, Car-
leton Gillette has done a tour of duty as radio operator in 
the Air Force in Japan and Korea and Martin spent six 
months with the US Army in Alaska. 

 

DVD:  “Almond’s Home and Buildings ca 
1960s”reproduced from AHS 1971 bicentennial 
program by Chris Blades, featuring Bob Baker 
as narrator, accompanied by Early American 
banjo music.  Contact:  Donna B Ryan, PO Box 
245, Almond, NY 14804.  $5 suggested 
donation. 

mailto:dryan14804@gmail.com
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PICTURE:  LADIES AND CHILDREN  This picture, ca 
1940s, needs someone to ID the folks in the picture!  We 
know that Bud’s mom, Rada, Gertrude McIntosh and Nancy 
Harmon are there. But the other lady and the children . . . .   
Anyone up for that?  Email me  dryan14804@gmail.com and 
let me know who’s who! 

This is just a sampling of interesting items found in the Gil-
lette family files.    Our family files prove to be very interest-
ing to the AACS fourth graders when they come to visit.  
You never know what you will find . . . . Stop by the AHS 

WHAT’S IN A FILE AT THE HAGADORN HOUSE? (cont.) 

The Almond Historical Society is pleased to have Andy Phe-
lan of Norman, OK, as our April 23 speaker.  Andy, a 1961 
AACS grad, recently finished his latest book, The Writer She 
Wanted to be…  

This marks the 10th book that 
Andy has written or edited, and 
contains fifty poems and one 
short story penned by his mom, 
the late Helene Coogan Phelan 
in the 1930s.   Many years later, 
after a career as a social worker and AACS English teacher, she wrote a series of well-
regarded books of history focused on the Almond/Alfred area.   

A few years ago, Andy wrote Becoming The Village Potter, which follows the career of his 
dad, Linn L. Phelan, longtime AACS art teacher, who began his career first with Rowantrees 
Pottery in Blue Hill and then in Saco, Maine, became the founding potter at the School for 
American Craftsmen when it was established at Dartmouth College in 1944. Two years later it 
moved to Alfred University and he accompanied it, buying a home in Almond. When the 
school moved again in 1950, he chose to stay in Almond, joined the faculty at AACS and 
reestablished Linnwood Pottery which he continued to operate for the rest of his life. 

Among Andy’s other books is Free, an account of his service as a medic with the 101st Air-
borne Division in Vietnam in 1969-1970. Included in the book (as a side bar) are quotes from letters written home by the author's 
great, great uncle during the American Civil War. These letters provide a historical perspective to Andy’s experience and pro-
vide insights into how much - and yet how little - war has changed over the years. 

In 2008 Phelan founded Quail Creek Editions, a small publishing LLC where he continues as Managing Member. His biography 
has been included in Who’s Who in American Art for more than 25 years, as well as in Who’s Who in American Education, and 
other similar publications. Last year, the AHS contracted with Quail Creek Editions for the third reprint of John Reynolds’ book, 
The Almond Story. 

Andy was educated at the Pratt Institute (BS, MFA) and at New York University (PhD).   He was at the Pratt Institute in Brook-
lyn, NY from 1971-1990, initially teaching in the Art Education, Painting and Drawing and Graduate Fine Arts departments, and 
subsequently holding a number of administrative positions, the last one as Dean of Academic Affairs from1987 -90.  At the time 
of his retirement from the University of Oklahoma in June of 2009, he held the positions of Director of Arts Management Pro-
gram, Coordinator of International Programs in the Arts for the Weitzenhoffer Family College of Fine Arts, Professor of Art and 
Emeritus Director of the School of Art.  

The April meeting will be held on Sunday, April 23, with the Hagadorn House open from 2 to 5 p.m.  Andy’s program will be 
presented in the meeting room at 3 p.m.  Refreshments will be served by Arlene McMahon and Helen Spencer.  Andy will be 
signing books at this event. 

The Writer She Wanted to Be . . .(2016)  Author, 

Helene Coogan (Phelan)  a posthumous collection 

of 50 poems and one short story by the author of a 

series of history books centered on the Southern 

Tier of New York State.  These poems were 

written many years before her history series and 

give readers insight into the author of those 

books.  For those who know her through her 

historical writings, another side of the author is 

revealed (A very different side.)  $25 plus $5 

shipping and handling.  Order via:  Quail Creek 

Editions, 1811 Quail Creek Drive, Norman, OK. 

73026-0944 or purchase in person at the April 23, 

2017  AHS meeting with Andy Phelan as speaker.  

SPECIAL GUEST  —    APRIL 23, 2017 

mailto:dryan14804@gmail.com
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2016 President’s Report submitted by Louise Schwartz 
Presented at the 2016 November AHS Annual meeting 

 

Louise Schwartz President   Mike Baker 
 Helen Spencer  Vice President   Kim Costello 
 Donna Ryan  Secretary   Brad Hager 
 Teresa Johnson  Treasurer   Bob Schwartz 
 Cindy Banker      Tom Steere 
 
Looking over the past year, we have had a very busy productive year.  I want to thank each member of the board 
for their cooperation and patience with the rookie president they have. Thank you. 
 
Reflecting back I am going to give you a list of the things that were accomplished this past year, beginning with 
the Christmas Open House for 2015, the committee (Susan Steere, Mary Ellen Westlake, Helen Spencer and Cin-
dy Banker) worked well, as usual, and the Open House was successful. 
 
Cindy Banker and Helen Spencer reported on the Costume Room upstairs in the Hagadorn House at this first 
meeting of the year. Things still have to be sorted, but the room is shaping up really well, thanks to these two la-
dies for volunteering their time.  A Henry (vacuum cleaner) was purchased and it works really great.  Makes life a 
bit more pleasant for the cleaning person, aka the president and her helper. 
 
It was noted that the paint on the stairs in the house was chipping.  Brad Hager and Kim Costello looked into 
what could be done. At a later date, Mike Crandall (a member) was contracted. He scraped and painted the stairs 
after Bob Schwartz removed the runner on the stairs.  Mike did a fantastic job with the painting. Mike suggested 
that we should look into putting in some nice treads,  as the existing runner was very frayed and dirty.  We con-
tacted Mullen's Carpet for some samples, a catalog and then an estimate.  We picked out the design, had Mullen's 
order them.  When we were to pick up the treads, they told us that they were donating them to us.  THANK YOU, 
MULLEN'S CARPET.   Kim Costello picked them up and installed them for us.  Thank you, Kim 
 
A big thank you and praises go to Teresa Johnson and Doris Montgomery for getting the Hagadorn House Inven-
tory on the computer. It was a work in progress for a long time, but it is done now. THANK YOU!!   
 
Helen Spencer, Mary Ellen Westlake and I have been cleaning, sorting, and disposing of things in the attics of the 
Hagadorn House. It is the consensus of the members of the board and those working in the office each week to 
keep things that pertain to “Almond” and our community. It seems over the years that “things” get donated that 
don't relate to our community.  We had planned to have a sale; however that has not materialized yet.  Maybe 
next year?? 
 
Andy Phelan notified us that he was going to donate his father, Linn L. Phelan's, pipe collection.  We have re-
ceived the collection and Carl Leathersich, a member, has made a beautiful display for it on top of some of the 
filing cabinets in the office of AHS.  
 
Andy Phelan also submitted a proposal to the board for reprinting The Almond Story and the board accepted his 
proposal. The books have been printed and are in the office.  A few weeks ago Andy was in town delivering the 
rest of the books.  A big THANK YOU to Andy.  The books are to be sold at $18 plus shipping. 
 
Early in June, more than 40 fourth graders came for the annual Alfred-Almond field trip to AHS. It was a great 
visit. Our guides/volunteers were: Susan Steere, Jan Leathersich, Carl Leathersich, Louise Schwartz, Bob 
Schwartz, Donna Ryan, and Doris Montgomery. It was a very nice, successful day with them.  
 
 
           

The year began with our first meeting on January 12th. I am the newly elected president for the Almond 
Historical Society. Our board members are the following volunteers: 
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June 20th was the Strawberry Festival and it was a great success thanks to all the volunteers that came, worked and 
served throughout the day. I must say, that without ALL the volunteers, none of this could happen. Just in case you 
didn't know, we were interrupted in the middle of the afternoon with Bob Schwartz falling and breaking his hip. 
Well, that put a crimp in my plans, but with very capable volunteers stepping up and taking control, we were not 
missed. The Strawberry Festival was a success. THANK YOU, again.   UPDATE: Bob is doing well and has re-
sumed normal activities again. Thanks to all who were there to help out. 
 
Filing cabinets (empty) that were in the attic have been moved to the attic above the office in our new building. A 
big thanks to Tom Steere and his sons for moving them. Sorting has been started to organize all the stuff up there.  
The Alfred-Almond Alumni Association is using a portion of that attic for storage for some of their things. 
 
The floor in the front parlor was in desperate need of being painted and again, we hired Mike Crandall to do that.  It 
has been painted, but the carpet there was very frayed and dirty. It was suggested that we replace it. We have or-
dered one from Mullen's Carpet to match the stair treads and it should be here by the 20th of November for our meet-
ing.  
 
 Throughout this year, we have had several open houses and presentations. 
 Sunday, April 17, 2016: Program: 3 PM Craig Braack,  Allegany  County Historian, retired 
 Sunday, September 18, 2016: Program: 3 PM Ron Beverly portrayed Gov. Frank Higgins 
 Sunday, November 20, 2016 Program: 3 PM:  Almond's Homes and Buildings CA. 1960's 
 
 LOOKING FORWARD: 
 Sunday, December 4, 2016 Christmas Open House 1 PM to 4:30 PM “Color It Christmas” 
  Christmas Musical Program 2 PM at the Almond Union Church. 
 Wednesday, December 7, 2016 Special visit: Alzheimers Group Visit 1:30 PM to 3 PM 
 
AHS has two (2) major fundraisers throughout the year: 
One is the pop cans and bottles collection.  See our beautiful building that the Town of Almond built for us at the 
end of their building. Approximate profit through October is more than $1500.  This is a great fundraiser for us, and 
I want to thank all of you who donate your cans Thanks to those on the board who take turns faithfully picking up 
those cans and bottles, taking them to Hornell to redeem them, taking the money to the bank and sometimes clean-
ing up the building: Helen and Paul Spencer, Lee and Donna Ryan, Kim Costello, and Cindy and Bill Banker. 
 
Second is our annual Strawberry Festival held the 3rd Monday of June.  The final profit for this year was $1814.   
 
I don't want to forget the people who faithfully work at the AHS office every Friday afternoon from 2 PM to 4 PM. 
Those who volunteer for this time are:  Kitty Baker, Doris Montgomery, Donna Ryan, Lillian Hanks, Gene Staiger, 
Sheryl House and Louise Schwartz.   
 
Again, as the rookie president of AHS, I want to thank our board and our volunteers for their support and commit-
ment so that we can provide a place for people to come for information on their families, homes and community; for 
the care of the Hagadorn House for people to visit and enjoy.  Without good record keeping and keen minds on the 
history of Almond and its genealogy, and knowing where to look up information, this could not be maintained. They 
do a fantastic job. 
 
Finally, to date, we have lost several members due to death and attrition.  We've been working on a membership 
drive for the past year and there should be a promotion going out the first of the year.  We need your ideas of getting 
new members and welcome any input.  Thank you. 
 
There are sixteen AHS members who have passed away this past year and we sincerely send our sympathies to their 
families. To be remembered are: Anna Marie Snyder Trowbridge, Brenda Torrence Naumilket, Joanne Kame McIn-
tosh, Robert Tripp, Geraldine Hills, Martin Keeney, Patricia Hale, Marie Cook Rigby, Maxine Averill, Ronald 
Rawleigh, Patricia Washburn Hulse, Philip MacMichael, Curt Ranger, Sheldon Stephenson, Virginia Maniscalco 
Parker, Stacy Pierce.  

2016 President’s Report submitted by Louise Schwartz 
Presented at the 2016 November AHS Annual meeting (cont.) 
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GREETINGS FROM THE ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY by Donna B. Ryan 

Thank you to all of you who supported the Almond 

Historical Society’s Christmas Open House on Sun-

day, December 4!  We had a wonderful time:  the 

1830s Hagadorn House was exquisitely decorated 

throughout, thanks to Mary Ellen Westlake, Susan 

Steere, Cindy Banker and Helen Spencer.  The front 

parlor Christmas tree, donated by Kim and Kathy 

Costello, was adorned with beautiful ornaments. 

Mary Jane Reid’s delicious Christmas cookies and 

Kitty Baker’s tasty wassail added a very special sweet 

touch!   

Thank you to Randi Corkey, who 

organized a delightful Christmas 

musical program at 2 p.m. in the 

Almond Union Church.  Partici-

pants included the Alfred Almond  

Bible Church men’s group directed by Janice Phelps; piano 

selections by Ella Foreman, and the duo Bethany and Hannah 

Rech; The Tumbling Christmas candies group (Mia McGraw, 

Brea McGraw, and Eden Tutak); vocal renditions by Steve 

Crandall, Chuck Comer, Tom and Susan Steere and Randi 

Corkey; a dance routine by Bethany Rech; and the Christmas 

Story read by Sage Butcher.  Christmas carols sung by the 

congregation and accompanied by Donna Ryan opened and 

closed the program.  Greeting the attendees were Lillian 

Hanks, AHS President Louise Schwartz, and Almond Union 

Church lay pastor Michelle Ormsby Serra.   

(Pictured below: Helen Spencer, Mary Ellen 

Westlake, Susan Steere, and Cindy Banker) 
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The following Wednesday, the AHS hosted a 

group of Alzheimer’s folks and their caregivers 

with tours of the Hagadorn House, refresh-

ments and carol singing.  Hosts at this event 

were Jan and Carl Leathersich, Bob and Louise 

Schwartz, Mary Ellen Westlake, Susan Steere, 

Cindy Banker, Donna and Lee Ryan and Helen 

Spencer. 

We received this thank you from Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel after she 

attended the Alzheimer’s group event:  “Dear Friends at the Hagadorn 

House:  Please forgive my lateness in getting this thank you off to you!  

Thank you so very much for your hospitality and for inviting those with 

Alzheimer’s (and other dementias) and their care partners and friends to 

come to the Hagadorn House.  What a wonderful day!  The beautiful 

holiday decorations, the wonderful singing and wandering through the 

historical halls and delicious refreshments.  It was a very special event!  

Thank you so very much for inviting us and on behalf of the Alzheimer’s 

Association, Southern Tier satellite office, thanks for a WONDERUFL 

outing.  God bless you ALL!  A special thanks to Donna and Lee Ryan 

for making the connection.  Blessings!  Peace!” 

 

Plans are being made by the AHS to have a 

new member campaign in February, 2017.  

A mailing is being prepared, and we are 

hoping that many community members  

will respond.  Our very minimal $15 dues helps to sup-

port the upkeep of the Hagadorn House, as well as 

fund our very interesting 12-page quarterly newsletter!  

If you have never visited the Hagadorn House, it is one 

of our community treasures!   

After fifty years, the Almond Historical Society is still a 

vibrant, active community organization.  Our purpose 

is to: 1) arouse interest and understanding of our local 

history,  2) discover, collect, and preserve items of local 

historical significance, 3) make them accessible to the 

public.  Please join us!   
(Pictured above: Harold Snyder, Carl 

Leathershich, and Mary Ellen Westlake)
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WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS 

Lois Heers Stephens of Hornell called after  reading the last AHS newsletter issue about the red bridge . . . She 
mentioned another bridge:  the footbridge that crossed the creek at the end of School Street, across from the Al-
mond school (now Mullen’s carpets), leading to the ball fields over by the present Jefferds home.  Anyone remem-
ber that?   Those who attended the old Almond school:   Did someone say that the home ec classes were held in 
the former Biehl House (now owned by Lois McKnight Curran)?    

Thanks to Lona McIntosh, Almond Village clerk, a couple of vintage maps have been donated to the AHS.  One, 
hand drawn by the late Floyd Straight, Almond’s mayor, features locations of fire hydrants, drains, boundaries, and 
homeowners from eighty years ago.  An interesting study . . .  

Karl Grantier of Almond called to comment on the Almond ambulance article in the Sept/Oct/Nov 2016 issue:  
Some of his memories of the formation of the ambulance corps 50 years ago:  “We signed up for the First Aid 

course taught by Ron Putnam in Alfred, and learned the basics of 
first aid.  I can’t remember what night I was assigned, but I was 
on with Ken McIntosh.  It was really exciting to have our own 
ambulance.  Something new – we were all gung-ho. Before we 
got the ambulance, the undertakers came with their vehicles and 
transported people to the hospital.  Our first ambulance was a 
1962 Chrysler New Yorker. You could not stand up in it – You 
had to bend over while trying to work on a patient.  There was 
no room to work. You had to be on your hands and knees.  It 
was scary: when the call came in, we didn’t know what we were 

going to face.  I was right across the street from the fire station (at that time) so I pretty much knew what was hap-
pening.  I remember some very hard calls that we had to go on.    In the early days, when we were called we were 
there in an instant!  We knew everybody and we were one great big family – we dropped whatever we were doing.  
If we were eating at the dinner table, we jumped up and took off to help.  We took care of each other.”  Thanks, 
Karl, for your memories . . . and please accept our apologies for your name being left out of that article about the 
origins of the ambulance corps.   Your more than 50 years of service to the fire company and ambulance corps is 
commendable, and we are thankful for your service to our community.   

David Hopkins of Doylestown, PA, direct descendant of Moses Van Campen (b. 20 Jan 1757, d. 15 Oct 1849), 
wrote:  “What a great surprise to find the reprint of the 175th Anniversary of Almond story and map from the Fall 
1971 Karr Valley Star  in the Oct/Nov/Dec 2016 AHS  newsletter. It helped solve a puzzle I had been trying to 
solve for quite some time.  That being where did Moses Van Campen, my 4th Great Grandfather, settle when he 
initially moved to the McHenry Valley around 1796. 

“The map is priceless; including not only where Moses originally settled but also the location of residences of 
Henry Crandall, my 2nd Great Grandfather, Benjamin Van Campen, my 4th Great Granduncle, George Lockhart, 
my 3rd Great Grandfather, and James Lockhart, my 2nd Great Granduncle. 

“I wonder if you would have a scan/image of the map that you would be willing to share with me and allow me to 
post on the ‘Moses Van Campen … In Tribute’ website?Also, I wanted to further validate the location of where 
Moses originally settled if possible. From The Life and Times of Major Moses Van Campen, A Surviving Soldier of the Rev-
olution, 1893, is the following, ‘It seems to be a conceded historical fact, that in McHenry Valley in 1796, were built 
three log houses, one on the ‘old Sanders farm,’ by Major Moses Van Campen,  one by Henry McHenry, and one 
by William Gray.’ Further reference to the log house built by Moses states, ‘This farm is now [1893] owned by 
Abizor Phillips.’ 

Do you have anything in the records noting a Sanders Family or Abizor Philips?  Many thanks,  David  (Ed. Note:  
We were happy to send David a scanned image of the map.  His website is: http://www.mosesvancampen.com/) 

Following our wonderful Christmas Open House events, we received these comments:  From Ann and Pat 
Quackenbush, Hornell:  “Sunday’s (AHS Christmas program) was beautiful as always.  Thank you for the piano 
music and planning.  We know how much effort goes into events like this but they are so appreciated.” 
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We received this thank you from Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel of Elmira, after she attended the Alzheimer’s 
group event:  “Dear Friends at the Hagadorn House:  Please forgive my lateness in getting this thank you off to 
you!  Thank you so very much for your hospitality and for inviting those with Alzheimer’s (and other dementias) 
and their care partners and friends to come to the Hagadorn House.  What a wonderful day!  The beautiful holiday 
decorations, the wonderful singing and wandering through the historical halls and delicious refreshments.  It was a 
very special event!  Thank you so very much for inviting us and on behalf of the Alzheimer’s Association, South-
ern Tier satellite office, thanks for a WONDERFUL outing.  God bless you ALL!  A special thanks to Donna and 
Lee Ryan for making the connection.  Blessings!  Peace!” 

Re the DVD/powerpoint movie that was put together by Chris Blades and shown at the November meeting:  
Maureen Kelley, Almond:  I thoroughly enjoyed the program and I know Sean (Phelan) would have been pleased 
as well.  It was a labor of love for him and he was determined to finish it.  The Hagadorn House and the Almond 
Historical Society are truly local treasures in Allegany County.  It was my pleasure to attend this program.  Thanks 
for all you do and have done for this organization.”   

Char Major, of Manchester, MI, wrote this email:  “I truly enjoyed the most recent Almond Historical Society 
newsletter-what a treat to read!  Well I have a few more historical management questions for you from our histori-
cal society. It is following in Almond's footsteps somewhat in that they were able to purchase an old home/funeral 
home are renovating it and making the building into a local museum. All funded by donations and a couple of 
grants! I smile remembering your history and the progress made with the community coming together to support 
and help.  Thanks for your time and valuable advice.”                                                                                        
Then later . . . following our November meeting and the showing of the 
1960s video of Almond’s homes and businesses, we sent her a copy of the 
DVD and received this reply:  “Dear Donna, you have given me the best 
Christmas present I could ask for! I just finished watching the DVD of Al-
mond Homes & Buildings presentation:  it's wonderful. I saw your home and 
could feel the warmth of you emanating from it. Enjoyed the photos of the 
Major homestead and to imagine that Lew's great x 4 grandfather and grand-
mother lived there is so moving. The home of the doctors was intriguing as 
there was a doctor (whose name I can't recall now) in Almond who attended 
Stephen Major (grandson of Stephen) post-Civil War and wrote on his behalf 
for a pension. Will have to dig his military record out and match the name to the house. Thank you!” (Ed. Note:  
Char sent a card-size color print of an artist’s rendering of the old stone house, completed with the help of old 
pictures from the AHS archives) 

Kathy Stuart Isaman, Lakeland, FL, was in town this fall, cleaning out the home of her parents, Ken and Margie 
Stuart.  She and her brother, Mike, stopped by on a Friday and toured our Hagadorn House facilities.   She sent 
this card:  I just to thank you again for sharing with us about the many interesting things at the Historical Society.  
Hopefully I can find some things to add when I get through Mother and Daddy’s things.  It was such a sweet 
time.”  

We are hearing from many out-of-town folks who want to purchase The 
Almond Story:  

We received an order for two copies of The Almond Story from Jan and 
Keith Reynolds (son of the book’s author, John Reynolds) with this 
message:  “These are for our grandsons for Christmas.  The older one is 
trying his hand at short stories and also a novel.  Hopefully, he has 
inherited some of his great-grandfather’s gifts of writing.”  We shipped 
the books right out, and then received this email:  “We received the two 
books for our grandsons. Please feel free to use any of our comments in 
your next newsletter. The book looks great and Dad would be proud. 
Your newsletter is great and brings back many warm memories for me. 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS  con’t. 

The Almond Story, 3rd Edition. 
(2016) Author, John Reynolds.  
Published for the Almond 
Historical Society of Almond, 
New York to celebrate the 50 
years of the publication of the 
book and the establishment of the 
Almond Historical Society.  
Please order from the Almond 
Historical Society,  c/o Donna B 
Ryan, PO Box 245, Almond, NY 
14804.   $18 plus $4 shipping and 
handling.   
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 Another purchaser of The Almond Story was Dodie Brewster of Laughlin, NV.  She wrote:  “I look forward to hear-
ing from you regarding the Karr family genealogy.  I was adopted by James and Marcia (Wightman) Moore at the age of 
10 years in 1980.  At that time, they had moved to Andover, so I attended Andover CS from 1980-1987, and then Al-
fred State College.  Subsequently I received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY in 
2004, majoring in history which is near and dear to me.  Recently, I started researching the family background of my 
Grandmother Betty Eveland Karr and her third husband, Lloyd Karr.  They are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Wells-
ville, NY.  Lloyd Karr was the only grandfather I knew growing up in Andover, as he was the only father figure who was 
alive in my adopted mother’s life, since her father, Richard Wightman (Betty Eveland Karr’s second husband) had died 
when she and her brothers were young. . . . (Lloyd Karr) had a quiet kindness in him that a girl new to a family and out 
of foster care could only appreciate.  I don’t make it back to Allegany County much anymore so this book about Al-
mond will provide me with much needed information I can’t get myself.  Thanks so much for your time.  Best regards, 
Dodie M. Brewster.   We are attempting to get Dodie a copy of the Karr genealogy compiled by Fred Bayless and Pat-
rick Donnelly several years ago. 

Roberta Ramsey Cagney, Kenmore, NY contacted us via the Almond Historical Society facebook page, and requested 
three copies of The Almond Story to give to her three grandchildren.  Since her name was not familiar to me, I asked her 
how she was connected to Almond.  She wrote:  “My son-in-law's mother's family was from Almond. I want the books 
for my 3 grandchildren. I think his late maternal Aunt Doris Wells was a librarian in that area and was interested in local 
history. Her sister Joanne Wells still lives on Karr Valley Road. I do not know much about this family. I love the history 
of these small towns. I find it fascinating. Alan said they would find arrow heads on his grandmother's property. He has 
seen the Native American trail marker trees.”   The books are on their way to Mrs. Cagney, and we hope that her grand-
children will enjoy reading about their heritage.   

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF…. 

Eldred Murray, 93, of 17 S Main Street, Almond, died on December 17, 2016, at St Ann’s Community Leo Center 
for Caring in Rochester.  A native of New Brunswick, Canada, she taught in a one-room schoolhouse until the on-
set of World War II, when she signed onto the Royal Canadian Air Force.  After training in Newfoundland, she was 
sent to London, England, where she supported the war effort.  She was a graduate of the Ontario College of Arts, 
and worked at one of Canada’s leading magazine, McLean’s.  She was committed to improving the lives of those 
less fortunate, in particular children with disabilities. She supported the Allegany County ARC in its early years, and 
fought for her daughter Sharlan’s ongoing education and growth through her life.   Eldred was an artist: and her 
artistry was evident in all that she did - whether she was creating tiny works of art on the world’s best shortbread 
(her recipe), painting or drawing, or tying one of her signature scarves.   

 

Mary Lou Trouslot LaBarron, 84, of Hornell, passed away on Jan. 11, 2017.  
Mary spent most of her working life at the Herrick Library, Alfred University. Mary was a Deacon at the Hornell 
Presbyterian Church, an avid reader, bridge player, and quilter. She was also active in the Almond Senior Citizens 
Club.  She had volunteered for many years at the Box of Books, Alfred Community Library. 
 

Velma Sherman, 94, of Canisteo, died February 9, 2017 at Wellsville Manor following a brief illness.  Velma had 
been employed at the custodial department at Alfred University for 25 years. She was a 50-year member of the Al-
mond Grange, where she served many office positions. She was also a member of the Almond O.E.S. and a very 
active member of the Almond Union Church where she was on various committees serving her church. Velma also 
served time as a volunteer at the Almond Public Library and Meals on Wheels. She also enjoyed her time crochet-
ing and making many quilts. 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS  con’t. 
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2017 Village of Almond -- Home Town Heroes Banner Program 
 

The Village of Almond initiated a Home Town Heroes Banner Program Fall 2016.  Sponsors will be able to purchase a 
banner to honor a family member or friend who served in the military since World War I.  Each individual banner will 
honor a specific Almond veteran or relative of an Almond resident that was a veteran.  The banner will contain infor-
mation on the veteran including their service picture, branch of service, era of service and the sponsor.  Cost of the 
banner is $200, which includes printing of the two-sided 60” x 30” full color banner, installation in May and take down 
and storage in the fall.   

There is space for up to 50 banners on Main Street.  The program is non-political, and it is a memorial for our veter-
ans.  Public contributions toward the program will also be accepted.   

The Village of Almond will make a good faith effort to hang banners on specific light poles at the sponsor’s request.  
However, final placement is at the discretion of the Village. 

Fill out this application, include a picture of your veteran (in uniform, preferably), and mail to Karl Grantier, PO Box 
122, Almond, New York 14804.  Make checks payable to Karl Grantier, with memo:  Hometown Hero Banner Program 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF SPONSORSHIPS AND PHOTOS:  April 1, 2017          

Thank you for your participation. 

 

FULL NAME OF PERSON IN PHOTO:_____________________________________________________ 

ERA OF SERVICE (WWI, WWII, ETC) ** (SEE BELOW)_______________________________________ 

BRANCH OF MILITARY: _______________________________________________________________ 

IS THE VETERAN:         ALIVE  q                DECEASED  q               KIA   q                POW/MIA  q 

NAME OF PERSON SUBMITTING PHOTOS: _______________________________________________ 

RELATIONSHIP TO ALMOND HERO:_____________________________________________________ 

SPONSOR’S PHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHOTO RELEASE FORM 

I hereby grant the Village of Almond permission to use the attached photo in the 2017 Home Town Heroes Banner 
Program.   

In addition I take full responsibility that all information provided about the veteran(s) being honored is accurate and 
correct. 

 

_____________________________      ____________________________________    _______________________ 

PRINTED NAME                                                 SIGNATURE     DATE 

 
Please include check for $200 made out to Karl Grantier with memo: HOMETOWN HERO BANNER PROJECT 
plus a photo of your veteran, preferably in uniform.  If you have questions, please call Karl Grantier (607) 765-0999 

 
** Eras of Service – Official DOD Dates ** 
Gulf War On Terror – August 1990 to present  
Cold War – September 2, 1945 – December 1991 
Vietnam Era – February 28, 1961 – May 7, 1975 
Korea Conflict Era – June 27, 1950 – January 31, 1955 
WWII - December 7, 1941 – December 31, 1946 
WWI – April 6, 1917 – November 11, 1918 
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