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Upcoming Events 

MON, JUNE 19 2017 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Coordinator Louise Schwartz 

(607 661 4364) 

Needed: 

Berry washers/hullers 

Waiters/servers/cashiers 

Set up/Take down/Clean up 

Please call Louise 

 and offer your assistance 
 

PLEASE PAY YOUR 2017 DUES 

AND SAVE US PRECIOUS TIME AND 

MONEY MAKING CONTACT WITH 

YOU. 

 

PLEASE DONATE YOUR POP/BEER 

CANS TO AHS IN THE LITTLE  

BUILDING NEXT TO THE MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING 
 

WE HAVE TWO LARGE TENTS 

AVAILABLE TO RENT TO MEMBERS 

CONTACT MIKE BAKER 

607 276 6161 
 

HELP WANTED: 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR: 

YARD SALE SEPT 9 

PUTTING UP/TAKING DOWN TENTS WHEN 
RENTED OUT 

OFFICE/ARCHIVES ROOM – 2-4 FRIDAY 
AFTERNOONS 
 

VISIT US AT: 
https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook:  Almond Historical Society 

Email: 

almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

Phone:  607 288-2833 

HOMETOWN HEROES RECOGNIZED 

By Donna B. Ryan 

Those of you living here in Almond have undoubtedly been 
touched by the Hometown Hero Banner project undertaken this 
winter, culminating recently in the hanging of forty one handsome 
full color banners on our Main Street light poles, honoring our 
local veterans.  Sponsored and financed by families and friends, 
the 30 x 60 banners are two-sided and feature the name, era and 

branch of service, and a 
large picture of each veter-
an. Karl Grantier, himself 
disabled from severe burns 
received in the Air Force in 
the mid-1950s, was the 
brainchild of the project.  
NYS Senator Cathy Young 
was present at the May 
212 dedication ceremony 
for the banners at the Al-
mond Municipal Building. 

The excitement continues 
to grow for this project – 
and the pride and apprecia-
tion for these veterans and 
their sacrifice for our coun-
try will probably result in 
even more veterans being 
honored with banners.  The 

Jan/Feb/Mar 2017 AHS newsletter included information on the 
project and an application to sponsor a banner.  Questions about 
the project may be directed to Karl Grantier, 607 765 0999 or 
kgrantier@gmail.com.  There is room for more banners on light-
poles in Almond – so if you want to sponsor a veteran, contact 
Karl. 

Your AHS board felt it would be appropriate to honor the names 
of five local men who lost their lives in the line of duty.   These 
names are list on two banners located in front of the Almond Li-
brary.  We feel it is appropriate to retell  their stories, as published 
under the title, ---Memories of Life on the Home Front During 
World War II, Part II  in the Jan/Feb/March 2006 AHS newsletter: 
 

Son Carl admires banner dedicated to 

Glenn Leathersich. 

https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/
mailto:almondhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:kgrantier@gmail.com
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HOMETOWN HEROES RECOGNIZED (cont.) 

That story begins:  Fuel and food rationing . . . collecting milkweed, newspaper and old 
rubber tires.. . air raid drills and blackouts . . . victory gardens and war bonds . . . these 
were the recollections interestingly described by our readers in the July/Aug/Sept/ 2005 
AHS newsletter.  (Ed. Note:  In this re-published story, you will read the testimonies of 
Chub Lockwood, Betty Ranger Lemen, Gladys Preston Farley, and Joan Berry Lindeman – 
all now gone . . . ) 

However many sacrifices were made here, none was more painful and unforgettable than 
the loss of a family member in combat.  Locally, five men made the ultimate sacrifice dur-
ing World War II,  giving their very lives for our freedom.  These tragic events impacted 
their families and the community in many ways – and we want to remember them here:  

The first one, according to Chub Lockwood, was “Bobby” Dineen, who “lived with the 
Murphys,” he relates.  He went on to explain:  “The Murphys owned a farm on the Karr 
Valley Road, across from the Rt 86 exit, later owned by the “Hammer” Hanks family.  
‘Bobby’ went down with the Arizona (during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941).  He was the first casualty.   I was working away from home at the time, and I came 
home immediately and enlisted the next day:  December 8.”  When asked if he were not 
afraid to join up, he replied:  “NO – you can’t have them bombing my country!    We were 
at war – but war hadn’t been declared yet.  People just can’t come over here and bomb 
your bases.” But wasn’t this very dangerous – and wasn’t he concerned about himself?  
He said: “No – it was MY country!   I enlisted December 8, but they didn’t call me until 
January 6.”    

Obviously affected by the tragic loss of one of Almond’s boys, Chub explained:  “Bobby 
was a good friend of mine.  I used to go up Murphy’s and help with chores.  He was the 
ruggedest darn kid you have ever seen!  (Back at Almond school,) we wanted to find out 
how strong he was, and it took seven of us to take him down.  They said he was fleet 
champion at Pearl Harbor – said he had a 51 inch chest!” 

Betty Lemen, also a classmate, remembered:  “He was kind of short and very stocky – he 
was a clown! We went to Loon Lake for our 8th grade class picnic in the summer, and he 
had us laughing all the time.  He was a typical sailor – he was your image of what a sailor 
looked like.  I was in Jamestown working for an attorney when I heard that Bobby had 
been killed. When we had our 25th anniversary everyone was still talking about it. . .” 

 “Bobby’s” memory lives on in the lives of those who knew him, and even those who did 
not:  The Anniversary Edition of the Almond Newsletter, dated April 16, 1945, put out by 
Almond Union Church and sent to servicemen and women, reports:  “The Murphys were 
pleased to know that a Navy mothers organization was named for Robert Dineen who 
was killed during the early part of the war.  Many of you remember Bob who used to live 
at Murphy’s.” 
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HOMETOWN HEROES RECOGNIZED (cont.) 

The folks in the Almond community held their breath and prayed for 
more than two years on the fate of Pfc. Clifford Haskins, who had en-
listed in the Army in January 1940 and was serving in the Philippines 
with General Wainwright at the time of the fall of Bataan.  The AHS ar-
chives files reveal several photos, newspaper clippings, and correspond-
ence over the next few years, telling the story of this man’s fate.  His 
mother, Mrs. Florence Haskins (sister of the late Lizzie Greene), had not 
heard from him since May 7, 1942, and had attempted to contact him 
through the Red Cross.   An Evening Tribune news item found in the ar-
chives, dated April 30, 1943, announced these headlines:  “Pfc. Clifford 
Haskins Jap War Prisoner”.   

Subsequent articles report on Clifford, interned in Philippine Military 
Prison Camp No. 1, read:  “Mrs. Florence Haskins received two cards 
from her son, Clifford Haskins. . a Japanese prisoner. Both cards arrived 
last week (Jan 23), one was dated in April, the other in July and the first 
message she has received bearing dates, or any special message.  One 
of the cards read: ‘Dear Mother. Am well and everything is all right with 

me.  Have been reading quite a lot of books.  The Red Cross has added quite a lot of books to the library 
here.  Trust that you are well and in good spirits.  My thoughts are of you and when I will be seeing you.  
Thanks for the package and the letters. Best wishes and regards to you all.’  The package which is men-
tioned is believed to be the one which was sent out in September and a special message which was made 
possible through the Red Cross,” the Tribune article reports.  

Clifford was not one of the lucky POWs to return home.    It is unknown now, sixty years later, exactly how 
the news finally came to Mrs. Haskins, but an extensive list of World War II vets, believed to have been 
compiled for the AHS archives by Helene Phelan, includes this information about Clifford:  “Missing when 
Hospital ship was sunk by Japanese in S. China Sea.”  These documents, sent to this family, and found in 
the archives, read:  

“In grateful memory of  

Private First Class Clifford A. Haskins,  

who died in the service of his country in the Pacific Area, October 24, 1944.  

 He stands in the unbroken line of patriots who have dared to die that freedom might live. . .  

and grow . . and increase its blessings.  Freedom lives.  And through it he lives --  

 In a way that humbles the undertakings of most men.”   

Signed: Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States of America 

 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION: 
Pfc. Clifford A. Haskins  

MIA or Buried at Sea 

Tablets of the Missing at Manila American Cemetery, Manila, Philippines 

Pfc. Clifford Haskins 
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HOMETOWN HEROES RECOGNIZED (cont.) 

Just a month later, November, 1944, Mr. and Mrs. Floy Preston received word that their son, 
Corporal Kenneth Preston, was missing in action. The final dreaded news came a few days 
later to his wife, the former Gladys Shutes, who lived in Hornell with their daughter, Sharron.  
Ken’s sister, Gladys  Preston Farley, clearly remembers her sister-in-law calling her with the 
news:  “It was a bitter cold day, and my husband, Don, was out of town.    You couldn’t start a 
car to save you and the roads were terrible. I knew it (the news) had to be brought to mom 
and dad.   Dad had been in the hospital and I wasn’t sure that he was home.  I called my neigh-
bor Herm Young? across the road. He came over and he took me up to my folks.  On the way 
up, I said to Herm:  ‘I don’t know if I can do this or not . . .’  He said. ‘You try and if you can’t I 
will. . .’   I just blurted it out – I can still see my mother’s face,” she remembers sadly.   

Ken and his sister, Gladys, were close and had corresponded faithfully the year he was in ser-
vice.   A large shoebox of letters received from Ken from the time he entered the service in 
November, 1943 and trained in Kentucky, through his overseas assignment until his death, is 
still kept by Gladys.  Also among the treasured letters the last ones that she had written to 
him, marked:  “Deceased:  Return to sender…” 

The AHS archives listing of WWII service people quotes the 12/20/44 Evening Tribune article:  
“Corporal Preston, who would have celebrated his 25th birthday tomorrow (12/21/44) was born 

on the Almond Road and had always lived in this vicinity.  He entered service 11/12/43 and trained at Ft. Knox, KY, before going 
overseas in June 1944.  He was a member of a tank crew in General Patton’s 3rd Army and had recently been awarded the Purple 
Heart for wounds received in action.”  Services were held at Park Church, Hornell, on December 31, 1944 with the late Rev. Glenn 
Bucher officiating, but there was no interment as Ken’s body had not been recovered.   

Gladys goes on to tell that a man from Hornell, Stanley Hall, had married a girl from France during WWI, and they, too, had lost a 
son during World War II.  “They went over to visit his grave, and also found the cemetery where Ken’s grave was.  They brought 
back pictures of Ken’s grave for us to see.  Then it went on a few years later and Dad got the message the cemetery was going to 
be moved, and any bodies there could be brought back home.  Dad had a first cousin, Walter Brasted, who worked for an under-
taker, and they had Ken brought back to US.”   

Newspaper articles and letters securely kept in Gladys’ shoebox, reveal correspondence from the US Army:  “Mar 3 1949:  Please 
be advised the remains of the late Tech 5 Kenneth I Preston are enroute to the US . . . Cannot give a definite delivery date. . . Fu-
neral director will be notified by telegram three days prior to delivery. . . . Remains will arrive at (Erie) Railroad station. . .” 

Gladys notes that a ceremony with full military honors was held at her parents’ home on the Hornell Almond Road, with an honor 
guard by the casket at all times, and a salute by the firing squad of Co K.   

As if the loss of one son would not be enough to bear, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Berry, who lived in the “Lindeman” home – now owned 
by Meehans on N. Main Street, lost two boys – one during World War II and another during the Korean conflict.  Their only surviv-
ing child, Joan Berry, who later became Mrs. Donald Lindeman, recalls the events surrounding the indescribable sacrifices made 
by her family:  “Both my brothers, Donald and Paul, graduated from Hornell High School in 1936.  Donald was an artist from the 
day of his birth, and he graduated from Pratt Institute in 1939 and had just started working in NYC.”  Speaking of his assignment 
overseas, she said:  “Don was the head of this group – they just got there and they had not been in combat yet.  I remember him 
writing how cold it was – bitter, bitter cold – they were out in the open – being shot at in the blizzard.  They were overwhelmed,” 
she commented.   

An undated Evening Tribune article found in the archives has this headline and text:  Lt. Donald Berry Missing On First Army Front. 
. . and reads in part:  “He enlisted in June 1940. . . and received his commission in July 1943. . . .  He spent a short leave at his 
home early last November before going overseas. He reached England on November 24, and later was sent to Northern France.”   

A measure of comfort was extended to his parents with this final paragraph:  “Mr. and Mrs. Berry received word yesterday that 
another son, First Lieutenant Paul Berry of the U. S. Air Corps was enroute home.  He has been a pilot of a B-17 with the 8th Air 
Forces and has completed his missions . . .”  

Headlines for the follow up article read:  “Donald Berry killed Dec. 23 in Germany”  and begins:  “Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Berry of 
Almond received word this morning that their son, Second Lt. Donald Berry, previously reported Mission in Action . .  has now 
been reported killed in action in Germany December 23, 1944.”   

Cpl. Kenneth Preston 
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HOMETOWN HEROES RECOGNIZED (cont.) 

 Another clipping is a photo of the Berrys in their home, receiving their 
son, Donald’s, Silver Star posthumously from Capt. Rex H. Dettree.  This 
text, found under the picture, quotes the citation:   “For gallantry in action 
on December 23, 1944 in the vicinity of xxxx Lt. Berry led his platoon in a 
coordinated attack against a strong pocket of German resistance.  During 
the early stages of the advance his men were pinned down by enemy ma-
chine gun cross fire.  Aware that the majority of his men were experienc-
ing their initial engagement, Lt. Berry shouted encouragement to them 
and personally led them forward.  Half way to his objective he was caught 
by a burst of machine gun fire and killed.  His gallant courage and out-
standing leadership gave confidence to his men and proved a great source 
of inspiration to them.”   

Joan comments further:  “An officer came to the house, and my parents 
got one of those fancy folded flags. Poor mother and daddy – it was just 
horrible.  I was away at college and there was no funeral or anything . . .  
no body or interment or anything.  People weren’t traveling much then 
and you couldn’t get over there.  He is buried in Belgium, and the only 

one who has seen the grave is my daughter, Kathy.  They went over to Europe, and the minute she walked into the cemetery she 
started crying – she never knew him . . .”   

The Berry’s other son, First Lt. Paul Berry,  “had a year left at Cornell after his discharge during World War II, so he went back to 
college, finished his year, and got married,”  Joan relates.  “But then the Korean War started, and he loved flying. . . and he was a 
pilot . . . and he was called back.” 

However, tragedy struck the Berry family once again:  Another Evening Tribune clipping and photo, undated, ound in the AHS 
archives, dated is headlined:  “Berrys Receive Confirmation Son’s Death in Plane Crash.”  The article reads:  “Official confirmation 
was received last night by Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Berry of Almond of the death of their son, Lt. Paul J. Berry of the U. S. Army Air 
Corps who was killed Friday night with 34 other persons in a crash of a C-54 transport plane in Japan.  Lt. Berry was the pilot of 
the plane which crashed on Mt. Hirugatake, 37 miles southwest of Tokyo.  The burned wreckage of the plane and the scattered 
bodies of the 35 Americans was found Sunday.  There were no survivors.  A total of 2700 Americans and 800 Japanese participat-
ed in the search for the missing aircraft until the discovery was made Sunday.  Air Force spokesmen said the search was the 
greatest expedition ever carried out in Japan for a missing plane. .”    

Further information stated that Paul enlisted in the “U. S. Army Air Corps in 1941 following the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor.  
He flew B-17s and B-24’s in the European Theater of Operations during World War II and was on most of the major bombing 
missions during that time. . . . Lt. Berry was assigned in the Philippine Islands to the 21st Carrier Troop Squadron.  His brother, Lt. 
Donald Berry, was killed in 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge in Europe. .” 

Joan, in recalling those events of fifty and sixty years ago, said:  “My parents were heartbroken, but they were very sturdy, 
strong people.  This was war and this was what you got – they faced it. My father had some physical problems about the time 
when Paul was killed. . . he had series of strokes and ended up bedridden and my mother took care of him. Paul’s wife, Barb, 
was absolutely crushed (at Paul’s death).  She had a little girl and she came here and stayed for six months or a year and she and 
my mom were real close and enjoyed each other. He never saw his baby. He is buried in Kansas where Barb lived.   

“Eventually after my father died, we bought the house and she lived with us. Mother was very strong and loved my babies.   My 
mother was a giving, loving person – kept things unseen but loved people.    She mourned the boys, but she was very religious 
and she knew she was going to see them again.” 

The strong, unified spirit of patriotism and willingness to bear unspeakable loss displayed by the people of this community and 
myriad others across the United States during those war years does not appear evident today.   It is good that we remember . . . 
. 

******************************************************************************************* 

And so it is fitting that two banners remembering these five young men are hung in the center of town as a memorial to their 
courage and ultimate sacrifice.  Thank you, Norris Family and Dawn Wildrick-Cole, for assisting the ANS in the cost of these me-
morial banners. 
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HOMETOWN HEROES 
RECOGNIZED (cont.) 

My father, Ward Bowen, was born in Almond in 

1923, the son of Beryl West Bowen and Susie Arm-

strong Ward Bowen. He was delivered by 

Chauncey Bowen, M.D. who my father called 

“Uncle Doc”. His parents followed a traditional 

family pattern of giving him his mother’s maiden 

surname, Ward. Susie Bowen was nearly 40 years 

old when she had my father, the first boy in the 

family of three girls.  

Although my father settled in Rochester, we visit-

ed Almond a few times every year and I have 

many fond memories of my Almond aunts, uncles, 

and cousins from my youth. My aunts were Jessie Barton, Dorothy Bayless, 

and Ferrol (Faye) Heller. I spent a week with my Aunt Dorothy and Uncle Fred 

Bayless when I was in high school. I recall walking to see “the ledges” that 

summer. I also recall hearing a band called “Bruce Porter and the Bellhops” in 

the park and walking to Kellogg’s  store for snacks.  

Aunt Dorothy often wrote letters to me detailing the happenings in Almond. 

My Aunt Dorothy and Uncle Fred were interested in family history and were 

actively involved in the Almond Historical Society. In the early 1990s, my Aunt 

Dorothy gave my father a set of documents she had compiled about the his-

tory of the Bowen family and related families. When I was younger, I was 

much more focused on the future than the past but I somehow knew that 

these records were important and I took it upon myself to preserve them. 

That was the beginning of my interest in genealogy.  

Internet genealogy resources such as Ancestry.com and Familysearch.org 

were being developed in the 1990s. About 18 years ago, I began to seriously 

delve into those online records and the excitement of my online research 

success further stimulated my interest. I made use of the Almond Historical 

Society web site and searched cemetery records. My wife and I made visits to 

Woodlawn Cemetery and we spent several Friday afternoons digging in the 

gold mine of family files at Hagedorn House. I eventually decided to hire a 

professional genealogist named Clifford Stott (now retired) who resided in 

Utah near the Family History Library which is maintained by the Mormon 

Church. Cliff Stott was a published author of genealogy articles and books. He 

is one of only 50 lifetime “Fellows” elected to the American Society of Gene-

alogists. I soon learned how much knowledge and skill is required to conduct 

genealogical research that satisfies professional standards of proof. 

ALMOND ROOTS: THE HUNT FOR THE HISTORY OF THE WARD FAMILY      

By Robert Bowen, Rochester, New York 

As of May 31, 2017, banners are 
flying for these veterans.  Another 
25 have been ordered by family and 
friends to honor their loved ones. 

Russ Allen 

Karl Grantier 

Ray Dodge 

Sean Hegarty 

Chub Lockwood 

Michael Dodge 

Jason Dodge 

Lee R Ryan 

Larry Ryan 

David Ryan 

Kenneth Stuart 

Doug Montgomery 

John Kernan 

Geroge Morgenfeld 

Don Zirkelbach 

Kenneth George 

Harlan Mullen 

Donald Smith 

Alvah Mullen 

Gerald Drake 

Christopher Giedlin 

Evan Love 

Glenn Leathersich 

Paul & Rosemarie Gabriel 

Thomas Spaine 

David Decker 

Ralph Coogan 

Teresa Jaycox 

Justin Jaycox 

Ernie Moore 

Ted Root 

Guy Drake 

Richard Lorow 

Bill Spaine 

Marty Curran 

Fred VanOrman 

Mark Lewis 

Bill Ernest 

Leroy Dungan 

Eric Crandall 

Lee Mosher 

Ward Bowen and his 

Mother    
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To make a long story short, Cliff and I collaborated long-distance for over 15 years 

to document the family histories of my Almond ancestors in original or otherwise 

reliable sources. This research included the following Almond families: Bowen, 

Ward, Armstrong, Bartlett, Rector, and Head.  

Here is some of what Clifford Stott found about the roots of the Ward family of 

Almond (with help early on from the Hagedorn House staff). My grandmother, 

Susie Armstrong Ward Bowen, worked nights at the Nanrod Nursing Home and 

was a part time telephone operator in Almond. She was an active member of the 

Almond Methodist Church 

Her father, George Head Ward, and her mother, Jessie Armstrong Ward, were 

living on the farm of George Ward’s father, William C. Ward, when the census 

was taken on 1 June 1880, not long after their marriage. This was the land that is 

described in William's will as his part of the farm of his late father Ashbel Ward.  

William C. Ward came to Almond about 1825, when he was about seven years 

old. In 1855 he owned his own land and lived in a frame home valued at $100. 

William Ward of Almond first appears in Allegany County deeds on 3 March 1836, 

when he purchased an 80-acre parcel of land in Almond from Zenas Ward for 

$400.00. On 26 Dec. 1855, William purchased an additional 50 acres from William 

Hornby of London for $403.00. The Hornby family were land speculators who 

purchased a large tract of land in western New York which they subdivided and 

sold to settlers moving west. 

William Ward’s father, Ashbel Ward and Ashbel’s wife, Electa Brown, were 

among the heirs of Zenas Ward who quit claimed their interest in a twenty-acre 

parcel of land in the town of Almond. Ashbel was elected commissioner of high-

ways for the town of Almond in 1840 (copy of election bond from town records). 

He was listed as a farmer in the 1850 census.  

On 22 Sept.1823, Zenas Ward of Scipio, Cayuga Co., New York purchased 272 

acres in Almond from John Hornsby of County Middlesex near London, England 

for the sum of $1050.00. The following year, Zenas Ward, now living in Almond, 

purchased two additional parcels in the Hornsby Tract totaling 97 acres for 

$291.00. Zenas purchased even more land in Almond from Hornsby in 1832.  

Suzie Armstrong Ward’s mother was Jessie Armstrong and her father was Alfred 

H. Armstrong. Alfred Armstrong was a wagon maker in the 1880 census and listed 

as a farmer on his death certificate.  Alfred Armstrong married twice and it was 

his second wife, Caroline Bartlett, who was the mother of Jessie Armstrong. Caro-

line Bartlett was admitted a member of the Almond, N.Y. Presbyterian Church on 

25 Dec. 1855. Caroline Bartlett Armstrong died in 1902 and is buried in Wood-

lawn Cemetery. Her family history happens to be pretty amazing. She is a de-

scendant of two Mayflower passengers Francis Cooke and Richard Warren.  

Caroline Bartlett’s grandfather, Rueben Bartlett, served in the Continental Army 

during the Revolutionary War. His service records state that he enlisted as a pri-

vate in Capt. John Spurr's company. Reuben stated that during this service he 

took part in the Battle of Frog's Point (Throg’s Neck).  

ALMOND ROOTS: THE HUNT FOR THE  

HISTORY OF THE WARD FAMILY (cont.) 

HISTORY AWARENESS WEEK/
ALLEGANY COUNTY 

 “CIVIL WAR IN ALLEGANY COUNTY” 

The Almond Historical Society will partici-
pate in the second annual History Aware-
ness Week sponsored by the Allegany Coun-
ty Historical Society September 26-October 
1, 2017.  Listings of events are found in the 
colorful, information-packed brochures 
available at AHS and other local historical 
societies. 

“Civil War in Allegany County”  showcases 
Allegany County’s involvement in the Civil 
War covering slavery, the Underground Rail-
road and the county’s role in the war, 1861-
1865.  Activities start with a welcome ribbon
-cutting ceremony at David A. Howe Memo-
rial Library in Wellsville on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 26 at 7:30 p.m. with additional evening 
presentations during that week. Special ex-
hibits will be open to the public throughout 
the week.   

The festivities will conclude on Sunday, Oc-
tober 1, at 2 p.m. at the Palmer Opera 
House in Cuba with many first-person 
presentations of local and national Civil War 
personalities.   

Allegany 

County’s 

first Civil 

War casual-

ty, Eugene 

Ferrin, is 

buried in 

Woodlawn 

Cemetery. :  
Ferrin’s note-

worthiness is 

substantiated 

by information from the New York State 

Military Museum “Eugene Ferrin, a member 

of Company I, a young man of great prom-

ise, was killed in the first Battle of Bull Run, 

(July 21, 1861) being the first living sacrifice 

offered by Allegany (county) in the 

war.”   (See story in Jan/Feb/Mar 2011 

AHS newsletter: Ferrin Civil War Monu-

ment restored) 
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ALMOND ROOTS:  (cont.) 

Furthermore, Caroline Bartlett is a descendant of a proven, colonial American 

“gateway” ancestor to the medieval royal families of England and Europe, Kathe-

rine Marbury Scott, wife of Richard Scott. One of their daughters, Mary, was a 

close friend of Christopher Holder, one of the Quaker missionaries who arrived in 

the Massachusetts Bay in 1656. When Holder and his companions were arrested 

in Boston on the charge of being Quakers, they were sentenced to have their ears 

amputated. Katherine Marbury Scott and her 11-year-old daughter, Patience, 

went to Boston to offer their support. The sentence was carried out on 7 Sept. 

1658. When Katherine was overheard criticizing the barbaric treatment of the 

Quakers prisoners, she and Patience were thrown into prison. On 2 Oct., Cathe-

rine received ten strikes with a "three-fold-corded-knotted-Whip." She was re-

leased on pain of hanging should she return to the colony. Katherine reportedly 

answered, "If God call us, Wo be to us, if we come not thither again; and I ques-

tion not, but He whom we love, will make us not to count our Lives dear unto our-

selves for the sake of his Name." To this Governor Endicott replied, "And we shall 

be as ready to take away your Lives, as ye shall be to lay them down." Mary later 

visited Christopher Holder in prison, but she was sent back to Providence without 

being whipped, "a remarkable exercise in mercy for them, although they kept her 

in prison a month". 

Katherine Marbury’s sister, Ann Marbury, was also a religious reformer in colonial 

America and was, unfortunately, killed by Indians. 

Katherine Marbury Scott’s descent from royal ancestry has been well-established. 

Caroline Bartlett of Almond was a descendant of:  King Edward I “Longshanks”, 

King Henry III, King John “Lackland”, King Henry II, Geoffrey Plantagenet Count of 

Anjou, King Henry I, William “The Conqueror”, Malcolm III King of the Scots (who 

killed Macbeth, King of Scots), Hugh Capet, Charlemagne, and Alfred the Great, 

among many other medieval European royal families. Caroline Bartlett of Almond 

is also a descendant of several medieval feudal barons (the “Sureties of the 

Magna Carta”) who tried to ensure implementation of the Magna Carta by unpop-

ular King John.  

Furthermore, scholars have found that Charlemagne is descended from three Ro-

man Catholic saints (Saint Arnulf of Metz, Saint Dode, Saint Itta) and from Roman 

Consul Flavius Afranius Syagrius who lived during the fourth century AD. Thus, 

Almond roots have been traced back to ancient Rome. 

Perhaps as fascinating as the Bowen, Ward, Armstrong, and Bartlett connections 

to medieval royal families and to ancient Rome are some of the events experi-

enced by their more ordinary ancestors. More information about the Bowen, 

Ward, Armstrong, Bartlett, Rector, and Head families of Almond is available 

through the Almond Historical Society:  I have contributed two extensive  docu-

ments to the Almond Historical Society, both of which are on their computer and 

available to those seeking information on these families:   One traces 41 genera-

tions of Bowens  and the other is  a 12-page document:  Almond Roots: The Hunt 

for the History of the Ward Family by Robert Bowen .  Contact AlmondHistori-

calSociety@gmail.com  for further information. 

THE BRICK HOUSE/ 

WHITNEY VALLEY 

It’s always an interesting Friday after-
noon at the Hagadorn House when 
the volunteers meet from 2 to 4 and 
find themselves involved in a wide 
variety of research, projects and dis-
coveries! 

Friday, May 12 was no exception:  
While Gene Staiger loyally continued 
his work on indexing a vintage scrap-
book, Lillian Hanks, Doris Montgom-
ery and Donna Ryan worked on rou-
tine tasks:  checking email, answering 
inquiries and filing newspaper clip-
pings and items in the various files.  A 
set of colored photographs taken by 
the late Lee A Ryan included pictures 
of homes and businesses in Almond, 
and Donna was putting them in the 
“location” file drawer . . .  

This photo of the brick house, once 
owned by AHS charter members 
Glenn and Frances Leathersich and 
now owned by David and Shaune 
Henry, while being placed in the 
“Whitney Valley” file, turned up an 
extensive history of the “Whitney 
Valley Homestead.”  Compiled in De-
cember 1995 by Rolf Zerges, this his-
tory was intended as an incentive for 
the sale of the house.   

It seemed worthy of publication, 
since this old house, built by Rufus 
Whitney in approximately 1820, may 
be the oldest house in the Town of 
Almond. 

 

mailto:AlmondHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
mailto:AlmondHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
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THE BRICK HOUSE/WHITNEY VALLEY (cont.) 

The story goes:   In June of 1806, Rufus at age 10, arrived in Almond with his parents Tarbell and Lois Whitney.  After 
working for shares for two years on the land of Major Moses Van Campen, (McHenry Valley) Tarbell and Lois pur-
chased 200 acres of land in Whitney Valley and settled on a farm in the approximate vicinity of the present Alfred-
Almond Central School. 

Rufus was a farmer, well known carriage maker, and elder in the Presbyterian Church. He also developed a clay pit 
and established a clay brick plant on the lawn of the present school.  The plant consisted of a mixer powered by one 
horse hitched to a sweep.  This circular motion turned a mechanism which thoroughly mixed the clay.  The clay was 
removed from the mixer, molded into brick and laid in the sun to harden.  Bricks were then put in a wood-fired kiln 
to be baked.  Such was the process from which bricks for this old house were made.    

Rufus died in 1861 and his widow (the former Laura M. Pickett) was still living in the house in 1879, presumably with 
her second husband, Joseph B. Smith, whom she married in 1863.  Rufus and Laura had three children, all of whom 
were dead in 1879.  In 1883, the property was sold by Lewis R. Whitney to Olney and Ada Benjamin who lived here 
for thirty-eight years.   

From 1921 to 1935, Warren and Edna Trask resided here.  Warren (a Cornell graduate) built chicken coops behind 
the house which sheltered over 1,000 chickens.  Unfortunately, the Trasks became bankrupt. 

In 1935, the farm was acquired by Eleanor von Cottendorf, said to be a German Countess.  She lived in the house 
with her daughter, Ethel von Schmeling and Ethel’s daughter, Doris.  They lived German country style with many 
dogs, goats and cages of birds.  Doris von Schmeling married Thurston Thacher from Hornell who had art training at 
Alfred University.  They lived in the house until 1947. 

The Thachers put in French doors, and removed the partition that ran to the front of the house.  They also put in the 
fireplace and installed the mantel from an early house in Geneseo.  Thurston also obtained the glass tiles which are 
in the downstairs bathroom. The tiles came from the dump of the extinct Addison glass factory, the Mosaic Glass 
Company, in business from 1893-1907. 

Glen and Frances Leathersich purchased the house from the Thachers in 1947.  During the 27 years that the Leather-
sichs owned the house, they made many improvements including renovation of the kitchen by removal of partitions 
that once separated a bedroom, hallway, dining room and kitchen. They also installed an upstairs bathroom in the 
skylight room that Thurston Thacher used as a painting studio.  Further, the Leathersich added many pine cabinets 
and they installed baseboard hot water heat.  They also removed two floor furnaces and two framed barns and a silo 
which were becoming a burden to keep roofed. 
 

For two years, beginning in 1985, Terry and Marilyn Weaver resided here with their two sons.  They raised 13 sheep 
in the remaining out building.  Dr. Weaver was Dean of Agriculture and Allied Health at Alfred State College. 

In August, 1987, Rolf Zerges and his wife, Lynda Rummel, became stewards of the homestead and 55 acres.  Dr. 
Zerges, Vice President for Academic Affairs at Alfred State College and Dr. Rummel, an Academic Administrator at 
Rochester Institute of Technology, renovated the  downstairs bath and replaced the roof (1989). 

Behind the house are numerous flowers, shrubs and trees.  Included are apple, crab apple, Clapp’s favorite pear, 
walnut and butternut trees. The dwarf trees include apricot, pear and cherry.  Besides many flowers and shrubs are 
rhubarb, currants, blackberries, red raspberries, wild blackberries, elderberries, asparagus and chives. 

History of the house updated May 2017:   David and Shaune Henry purchased the house in May 1977.  They have 
made many improvements, as reported by Shaune:   “We have updated kitchen and baths; opened the ceiling up in 
the back family room and added a wood stove.  Have converted the front living room fireplace to a gas fireplace. 
Built a new deck after removing the stone patio with new French doors going out to it.  We have put tin ceilings in 
the front living room, office, and kitchen.  Added another sliding door in the back room which leads out to the gold 
fish pond.   Rebuilt the garage after a fire in 2004.  Built a barn on the old slab so I am sure there was a barn there at 
some point. We love our house… it was certainly the right house for raising four kids.. convenient to all the school 
activities!”  
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WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS  

From Betsey Stout, Canandaigua:  “Nice job on the AHS newsletter. It looks good, especially the 
colored pics taken at Christmastime.” 

From Ron Taylor, Executive Director, Allegany County Historical Society, Andover:   “Hello Donna,   
I needed to tell you all at AHS what a treat it is to work with you people and with your files when 
asked to assist genealogists looking for their ancestors in your area. Recently I made an appoint-
ment with Neill McKee of Albuquerque NM to ‘view the Whitney Valley’ and discuss the lay of the 
land as I thought his ancestors might have met it and lived back in the arrival times of early 
1800s. It was a pleasure to show him the file copies and information that Doris Montgomery and I 
were able to prepare ahead of his visit.  Thanks to the information from Doris along with help 
from your board member, Mike Baker, I was able to lead him right to his 3rd Great Grandfather's 
burial spot in Woodlawn Cemetery.  He was elated to have the photo to leave of the burial 
plot. Thanks so much to all at the Society for the help and let me know if we can ever help you 
folks. Best Regards,  Ron” 

We only had one comment about the picture of the ladies and children on page 3 of our Jan/Feb/
March 2017 issue:   We believe back row to be Rada Gillette, Nancy Harmon and Gertrude McIn-
tosh.  From Anne McIntosh Hardy-Holley, San Antonio, TX: 
“By the way, on page 3 of the Jan/Feb/Mar Historical Society Newsletter there is a picture of my 
mother and her contemporaries.  I am fairly sure that the girl standing up next to mother is my 
Aunt Jeanne Huber.  My grandparents lived up McHenry Valley near the Ledges, and Jeanne spent 
a lot of time with Mom (her sister). Jeanne actually moved in with us when she was 12.  Then, I 
am quite sure the boy in the middle on the bench is my brother, Arthur.  He was born in 1931 and 
Aunt Jeanne was born in 1926.” Any other folks want to ID the children or the lady on the right 
hand end? 

Doris Montgomery, our archivist, made a thrilling discovery recently at the Hagadorn House:  She 
writes:  “One Friday very recently Louise Schwartz and Helen Spencer were sorting and cleaning in 
the old building office area and brought in an Evening Tribune paper dated May 8, 1945, for me to 
see if I knew what we were keeping it for. True — it was the WWII VE day paper, but we already 
have several copies in our file. I pulled up the outside page and the words in my immediate line of 
sight were the obituary for my maternal grandfather, Morris Chase, from near Whitesville who 
had, indeed died on that date. Imagine my surprise! I already had obituaries for all of his siblings 
but not for him. Now my ‘Chase page’ Is complete. 

“Many know the story of why I joined  the volunteers  at AHS in the 1980’s.  I was assigned to 
photocopy items that were becoming very fragile. I found the 1906 obituary of Morris’ grand-
mother Rachel Cline. We will never know who had saved it over here in Almond all those years 
ago. She had been born as her family was passing through here on their way to Hallsport,  NY . 
She was born at the home of her aunt, Mrs. Ami Whitney.   

“Come see what information on your family may be stored here. You may be as surprised as I 
am!” 
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WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF 
 

Lee A. Ryan, 79, who passed away at his 
home on April 8, 2017 after a battle with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other complications.  A 
1955 graduate of AACS, Lee became involved 
with the Alfred Almond Alumni Association, 
serving as president for several years.  He 
also was president of the Almond Historical 
Society during the office/archives building 
project.  A Nationwide Insurance agent from 
1962-1996, he served the community in vari-
ous capacities with the Boy Scouts, Almond 
Firemen/Ambulance Corps, Gideons, Family 
Life Ministries and Alfred Almond Bible 
Church. 

 

Alan Coombs, 91, died on May 6, 2017, at the 
age of 91.  A US Navy veteran of WWII, Alan 
operated Coombs Service, Inc, an Agway 
store, for more than two decades.  He was 
active in the community:  Boy Scouts, Pratts-
burgh United Methodist Church, Rotary Inter-
national, American Legion, Gideons, and the 
Prattsburgh Historical Society.  A proud Karr 
descendant, Alan was self-taught and always 
eager to learn:  his hobbies included ballroom 
dancing, cabinet making, horticulture, com-
puters, genealogy and raising orchids 

WE SEND OUR CONDOLENCES  

TO THE FAMILIES OF  

Gordon Ralls, Pleasant Hill, CA, made a contribution in 
memory of the Hon. Joseph W. Corey, b. 1802 Luzerne, 
PA, d. 1893, Almond, NY.  Joseph Corey is Gordon’s g-g-
grandfather.   Gordon was introduced to the Almond 
Historical Society 5/21/11 and posted this on the web-
site at that time:  “Just happened upon the Almond site 
today.  I descend from Joseph Alvin Corey and Prudence 
Parks through Joseph W, Joseph Lester, Carolyn E (who 
m my gf Richard F Ralls). I have considerable memorabil-
ia regarding the Corey family. Oldest is likely the Corey 
Family Bible of Joseph W and Mary Smith Corey. On the 
front page is written ‘The property of Mary Corey, Bot. 
on the 20th Day of October, 1833’. I have original photos 
of Joseph W and Mary, Joseph Lester and Delia Diggins, 
and their children who reached adulthood - Helen Jose-
phine, John Joseph, Mary Catherine and Carolyn Eliza-
beth.  
 

“A favorite item is a 12"x16" pencil sketch done by Mary 
Permilia Corey titled ‘Marco Bozzaris Resolving’ signed 
‘Milla Corey 1864 Almond’. It is a very dark and depress-
ing item that I have always considered a reflection of a 
preamble to Permilia's ending up in the Willard State 
Hospital for the Insane in Willard, NY. One of her oils was 
given to my oldest daughter.  
 

“Among the several publications I have, most are copies 
except for an original copy of ‘How the Coreys Went 
West’ by Permelia Corey Thompson with a dedication 
(not to me) written by the author. Among the copies are 
John F Reynolds 1962 work - ‘The Almond Story’ and the 
‘Town of Almond’ portion of Beers 1879 work.  
 
“It has been several years since I have visited my Corey 
files and curiously, the one item I cannot locate at pre-
sent is the document wherein my grandmother and oth-
er heirs ceded their interest in Joseph W Corey's proper-
ty in Almond and gave it to the city free and clear.  
 
“Not sure I could help, but would be more than pleased 
to share what I have with any who have an interest.  
Gordon Corey Ralls, Jr  gcralls@comcast.net   Pleasant 
Hill, CA 94523” 

WE HEAR FROM OUR READERS (cont) 

FIFTY YEARS AGO – ALFRED SUN 

May 25, 1967 

Due to the efforts of several local men, Old 
Glory will fly on the once forgotten graves 
of two of Almond’s Civil War veterans and 
the cemeteries in which they are buried will 
be cleaned up for Memorial Day 
1967.  Some time ago, Almond Historical 
Society president John Reynolds became 
concerned with the many cemeteries in the 
town which were in a sad state of ne-
glect.  He and Wayne Kellogg spent count-
less hours in the burial grounds discovering 
sunken and broken tombstones and cata-
loging the names of Almond’s early settlers. 

mailto:gcralls@comcast.net
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