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Upcoming  
Events 

 

SUNDAY 
APRIL 12, 2015 

OPEN HOUSE 2-5 PM 
Program 3 pm:   

Tom Steere 
“Watts My Bulb?” 

 
SAVE THE DATE: 

MONDAY  
JUNE 22, 2015 

STRAWBERRY  
FESTIVAL 
HELPERS:   

Call Louise Schwartz 
607-661-4364 

 
NEEDED:  

Volunteers who have 
Computer skills! We have 
 some projects that could  

be expedited if we had more 
helpers. Call Donna  

at 607-725-0735 
 

NEW PHONE NUMBER  
AT HAGADORN HOUSE 

607-288-2833 
 

Please pay your membership 
dues promptly: dues notices 

are included in this newsletter. 
Your prompt payment saves us 
second reminder postage, as 
well as volunteers’ time in 

follow-up. 

AHS Celebrating Our 50 Years of 
Success with a Promising future 

Compiled From AHS Records by Donna b. Ryan 

2015 marks fifty years since the Almond Historical Society was 
formed and received its provisional charter from the State Education 
Department.   Much has been accomplished since its humble 
beginnings as a small group of enthusiastic folks who met in the 
Almond Library to a membership of nearly 400 who are stewards of 
our treasured Hagadorn House museum and office/archives building 
and are dedicated to preserving the history of this area. 

When remembering the early days of the Almond Historical 
Society, we could name a long list of faithful individuals who have 
given countless hours, months, and years to the organization.   
However, when you talk about the person who was the force behind 
the Historical Society’s formation, one name always comes up: the 
late John F. Reynolds.    

JOHN F. REYNOLDS:  LEADING  
FORCE IN AHS BEGINNINGS 

John had an 
insatiable interest in 
Almond’s history:  As 
Town of Almond 
historian, he had 
faithfully kept a file of 
newspaper clippings 
and interesting 
historical data 
throughout the years.  
He, along with Wayne 
Kellogg, spent myriad 
hours/days completing 
a census of Almond’s 
two main cemeteries, 
and about thirteen 
smaller, older 
cemeteries scattered throughout the township, the listing of which is 
posted on the AHS website.   He spent an enormous amount of time 
talking with “old-timers”, taking notes, and reading everything he 
could find about Almond’s history, which eventually resulted in his 
wonderful book, The Almond Story, published in 1962.   

This book was the catalyst in lighting a fire within local people to 
do something to preserve local history. Using it as a “conversation 
starter”, John encouraged folks to become involved.  Reams of notes 
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and letters in the archives at Hagadorn House and 
talks with folks who knew John indicate that he was 
not content until he was able to share his passion for 
the preservation of local history with others who 
would join him in the establishment of a local 
historical society. 

Knowing that there had to be a handful of leaders 
who would put forth the energy, effort and 
commitment necessary to pull an organization 
together, he recognized this zeal in the women of the 
20th Century Club, who had worked tirelessly 
throughout the century to organize, build, and 
maintain the local library in town.  The ladies, under 
the leadership of Mrs. Agnes Fritz and Mrs. Sue 
Turner, responded to John’s idea, and agreed to set 
aside a room in the library to house items based on 
the history of Almond which otherwise might be lost 
or destroyed.   

 
THE COMMUNITY SUPPORTS ORGANIZING 

A HISTORICAL SOCIETY: FALL 1964 
A community-wide organizational meeting was 

set for October 2, 1964, at Alfred-Almond Central 
School. 

We can only imagine John’s excitement when he 
addressed the crowd of seventy with these remarks:   
“Some time ago a committee was appointed to study 
the possibility of organizing a local historical society.  
On behalf of that committee, I welcome you here this 
evening.  At the same time I would like to express 
our great pleasure and appreciation for having so 
many here with us.  We hope we can interpret this as 
evidence that there does exist considerable interest in 
local history and a desire to preserve materials 
associated with it, from which we and those who 
follow us may learn much about their heritage.  Your 
presence here this evening lends encouragement for 
this endeavor. 

“As temporary chairman of this committee, I 
would like to take a few moments to explain briefly 
why we are here this evening.  As you may have 
concluded, the primary reason is to ascertain if 
enough interest and enthusiasm does exist to proceed 
further with the organization of a historical society in 
our community.  At the conclusion of our program 
this evening, you will be given an opportunity to 
express your wishes. 

“Quite naturally you will ask, ‘Why is it 
necessary or desirable to organize such a society 

here?’  I think the question can best be answered by 
relating this little story. 

 “During the late 1890’s and for a few years after 
the turn of the century, Stephen Major Coleman 
wrote several articles for local newspapers about a 
subject dear to his heart – the history of the Almond 
community.  This he was well qualified to do, 
because having been born in the old stone house in 
Karr Valley, he had spent his entire life in that area.  
He had known many of the original settlers 
personally and had listened to some of the tales they 
told.  And because he took the time to pass this 
information on to us, we are much indebted to this 
man. 

 
VALUABLE IRREPLACEABLE  

DOCUMENT LOST 
“In one of his articles, he told of an old contract 

that had been entered into between Joseph A. 
Rathbun, our first schoolmaster, and those of his 
neighbors who had children of school age.  It was 
dated the 21st day of June A.D. 1802, and was a 
lengthy document and written by Rathbun in his 
beautiful script that has been described to have been 
like copper plate.  In his newspaper article, Coleman 
quoted the old contract in its entirety which was 
most fortunate.    It stated that he, Rathbun, 
professing science in orthography, arithmetic and 
English grammar, would teach a regular arithmetic 
school for the benefit of the children or the 
subscribers themselves if they so desired.  As 
compensation for his services, he was to receive 
specified quantities of wheat, corn or flax at market 
prices from each of the subscribers for each child 
and for each quarter.  The contract also authorized 
Rathbun to administer discipline as and when 
necessary to those of his pupils who became unruly. 

“From some source, possibly the Rathbun family 
who were his neighbors, Mr. Coleman had acquired 
the original contract.  On February 17, 1900, at a 
Union School parents’ meeting, Mr. Coleman, then a 
very old man, talked about our early schools.  At the 
conclusion of his talk, he presented the old original 
contract to the school, that it might be, and I quote, 
‘suitably encased, placed in the school library, and 
preserved as a historical document for all time to 
come, its value increasing with each passing year.’ 

“Today, sixty-four years later, the priceless old 
document has disappeared, nobody knows where.  
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What happened in this case can happen again.  
Unless an enduring depository is provided for such 
valuable documents, important and interesting 
materials will disappear just like the old contract. 

“We know there still remains in our community 
much material of historic interest stored away in 
attics or other out-of-the-way places where it faces 
constant danger of destruction or loss.  Two years 
ago when the Union of Churches celebrated its 
sesquicentennial, a display of old historical items 
was arranged.  It was amazing to see the quantity 
and variety that was loaned for the occasion.  It was 
a most interesting exhibit. Unless steps are taken to 
safeguard and preserve these items, how many will 
be here sixty years from now? 

“The thought of organizing a local historical 
society is not new.  We have been aware of the 
need to have a responsible organization to receive 
and preserve such important historical materials, 
but nothing has been done about it.  It is known that 
much material, illustrative of Almond’s past, has 
been given away, sold at auctions, lost, or 
destroyed by someone ignorant of their value.  Had 
a responsible organization then existed, there is no 
question but that much would have been saved and 
retained in the community. 

“The proposal to organize such a group was 
recently advanced to the 20th Century Club.  The 
club voted to study the proposition, and in the event 
that a society was organized, graciously offered the 
use of one of the rooms in the library where 
historical items could be displayed and preserved as 
far as the facilities would permit.  As a further 
incentive – and a most important one – a certain 
party who wishes to remain anonymous – offered 
to donate up to a maximum of $500 to help finance 
the new society providing that sum was matched 
dollar for dollar by them. It is not required that the 
full amount be matched at once, but in sums of $50 
or more as the organization proceeds toward its 
objectives and needs arise. 

“The basic purpose of this group, if organized, 
will be to discover, collect and preserve historical 
materials that will explain or illustrate the 
settlement of the community, its growth and 
progress during all the years of its existence.  It will 
be dedicated to the task of collecting printed 
materials such as histories, genealogies, 

biographies, gazetteers, directories, newspapers, etc.  
Also manuscript materials such as letters, diaries, 
account books, journals, etc. and museum materials 
such as pictures, photographs, paintings and portraits, 
aboriginal relics and other material illustrative of life, 
conditions and events of the past, and of the present, 
for today’s happenings are tomorrow’s history.   

“Such a worthwhile project as this can be 
accomplished only through community cooperation 
and enthusiasm.  To all of us interested in the history 
of our community, participation in such an 
organization will be an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience, and a source of endless gratitude for those 
who follow us.”   

 
TEMPORARY OFFICERS APPOINTED: 
The persons attending the meeting gave their 

unanimous support, and John Reynolds, as temporary 
chairman, appointed the following organizational 
committee:  

Linn Phelan   Glenn Leathersich  
Harold MacMichael  Ruth Sisson  
Hazel Stewart   Gladys Witter 
Milton Baker  Lawrence Perry  
 

By November 6, 1964, a constitution and by-laws 
were presented and adopted at a pre-organizational 
meeting and officers were elected: 

John Reynolds, president 
Dick Braack, vice president 

Mrs. Glenn Leathersich, secretary 
Wayne Kellogg, treasurer 

 
At the next meeting, December 4, 1964, an 

official election for the above officers was held, and 
included these directors:  Linn Phelan, Hazel Stewart 
and Sue Turner. 

That year, the membership committee, composed 
of Hazel Stewart, Agnes Fritz, and Max Marvin, had 
enrolled a total of 153 members under a dues 
structure of $1 for individuals.  Two tours of 
historical interest were conducted:  One to Villa 
Belvedere, ancestral home of the Philip Church 
family, and the other to three sites in the Village:  
Ruth Kellogg’s museum, the Kenneth Hagadorn 
home, and the Donald Lindeman home.  The 
following September, the application for 
incorporation was approved by the Board of Regents 
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and the provisional charter was proudly accepted. 
 

HAZEL STEWART’S ROLE: 
Several years ago, I recorded my conversations 

with the late Glenn Leathersich concerning the early 
beginnings of the Almond Historical Society.  A 
couple of these stories are of special interest: 

Glenn said:  “The Society was started largely 
through the efforts of John Reynolds and Hazel 
Stewart.  Hazel was a very forceful woman and 
recruited members far and wide as well as locally, 
getting around two to three hundred members to join.   
John was a great historian and gave the Society a 
good start. They were the driving forces behind 
starting the Historical Society. 

“We met at the Library and were trying to raise 
money to buy land on which to build a meeting place 
and museum.  There was some interest in the lot 
between Dick Braack’s present house and the creek 
(on Main Street).  I succeeded John Reynolds as 
president, and when Ken Hagadorn died, it came out 
in the paper (ca 1970s) that he had left his house and 
lot to the Historical Society.  Hazel Stewart was as 
much surprised as anyone.  She said that earlier Ken 
made the remark to her, ‘I have no heirs.  What will I 
do with my property when I die?’  Hazel replied, off-
hand, ‘Leave it to the Historical Society.’  Little did 
she think that was what would happen!’ 

“The contents of the house were left to two sisters 
of Ken’s wife, Marie, who lived in Toronto.  They 
contacted me that they would come to Almond by bus 
to take care of the necessary details.  I made an 
appointment with them to meet them at the House to 
discuss how they might take care of their inheritance.  
As they both lived in small apartments, they said they 
would only have need for a few things and asked for 
suggestions as how to dispose of the rest of the 
contents of the house.’ 

Long story short:  The AHS executive committee 
purchased the contents that the sisters did not want, 
resulting in a ready-made museum of items from the 

early 1800s to the present.  One article of special 
interest was Ken Hagadorn’s  postmaster’s desk, 
which was given to him when he retired from the PO.  
This piece is found today in the front parlor.   Those 
items not of historical interest were sold at auction.   
Over the next few years, Glenn, Dick Braack, Wayne 
Kellogg and Chub Lockwood spent a great amount of 
time refinishing furniture and keeping the house in 
good repair.   

Glenn continued the early story:   “Items continue 
to be gifted to the Society for placement in the 
museum. One time we got notice in the mail that the 
Historical Society had a package insured for $1000 at 
the Post Office.  It contained a pitcher which appears 
to be Tucker pottery, one of the first American firms 
to make art-type pottery.  It had belonged to a local 
family (Dey) – and she wanted to return it to the 
Society. 

“The Lockhart family donations were very 
valuable additions to the house.  They included 
several oriental rugs, 19th Century furniture, and 
several crocks, one of which had been painted with 
black paint and used to hold flowers on the porch.  I 
took the paint off with paint remover and what 
emerged was a squirrel in blue as a design – making it 
very valuable.  Also donated by the Lockhart family 
was the priceless fireman’s bucket belonging to 
Moses VanCampen, frontiersman, surveyor, civic 
leader, judge and politician, who came to Almond in 
1796.”     

While this treatise covers only the very early 
years of the Almond Historical Society’s existence, 
we celebrate our fifty-year birthday!  Today, we are 
alive and well and thriving, thanks to those who 
pursued the original passion of establishing a way to 
preserve local history and those who are committed 
today to the safeguarding of the tremendous facility:  
the Hagadorn House and its precious contents -- of 
which we are stewards. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HAGADORN HOUSE: 
Our Town of Almond cemetery records are very detailed, thanks to much work by the late John Reynolds and 
Wayne Kellogg.  Most of these records are on our website: https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/    However, one 
of the challenges was how to direct folks to their ancestors’ graves:  We had section locations, but no map.  We 
want to thank Don Jefferds and George Benson who brought the large maps to the office for us to observe and 
learn how to read.  And a big thank you to Ron Taylor, Allegany County Historical Society Managing Director, 
who arranged for us to have copies of these 4 x 4 maps.  Now we can be of better service by pointing out where 
the graves are actually located. 
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Another blessed Christmas open House & musical Program 
Written By donna b. ryan // photo by jan leathersich  

Once again, our annual Christmas Open House was 
a great success thanks to our volunteers who decorated 
the house, organized and served refreshments, and the 
multi-talented folks who performed in our musical 
program held next door at 
the Almond Union 
Church. 

The theme, 
“Countdown to 
Christmas,” featured 
Advent decorations and 
nativity scenes arranged 
by Mary Ellen Westlake, 
Susan Steere, Cindy 
Banker and Helen 
Spencer.  Exquisite 
decorations in each room 
were created with natural 
greens, berries, pine 
cones, vines and candles. 
The traditional Christmas 
tree in the parlor, donated 
by Kim and Kathy 
Costello, was adorned 
with white lights and 
paper ornaments made by Susan Steere and Dotty 
Snyder and families. Dotty’s decorations were cut out 
drawings of Mary and Joseph’s travels to Bethlehem. 
Susan created miniature scrolls in two colors: one set 
containing Old Testament prophesies of Jesus’ birth 
and the other the New Testament fulfillment verses.    
Kitty Baker’s customary wassail and Mary Jane Reid’s 
Christmas cookies were served by Anna Morford in the 
meeting room in front of Mary Ellen Westlake’s 

beautiful Christmas quilt.   
The Christmas musical program held at 2 pm was 

organized by Randi Corkey, and  attended by a near 
capacity crowd.  Groups participating included the 

Alfred Almond Bible 
Church men’s chorus, 
the YMCA fiddle 
group, the Burns 
family, and the One 
Pulse dance group 
from Family Life 
Ministries. Soloists 
included Maria 
Graziano playing her 
banjo, Daisy Wu 
playing her Chinese 
zither, and Bethany 
Stiller offering a piano 
solo, as well as vocal 
selections by Sandy 
Dygert, Tom and 
Susan Steere, and Dan 
Stiller.  Congregational 
carol singing, 
accompanied by Donna 

Ryan, and closing remarks by Randi Corkey completed 
the program.     

Enthusiasm and joy always runs high following our 
annual Christmas event:  We received a nice card from 
Pat and Ann Quakenbush, Hornell:  “Wonderful 
Christmas program . . once again.  As always, this 
simply makes our Advent season.  Trust you and other 
Almond Historical Society Board members hear that 
from lots of people . . .” 

Helen Spencer and Anna Morford at the 
refreshment table, in front of Mary Ellen 

Westlake’s Christmas quilt 

There’s a new place in town:  located on the well-known Main Street site of the former Al Palmer Sporting 
Goods Store. 

The newly renovated Kalthoff House is now open for individuals and families that are homeless or facing 
imminent homelessness.  A recent tour of the facility following its dedication revealed eight apartments:  one 
1-bedroom, five 2-bedroom, and two 3-bedroom units.   

The project is one of many sponsored by Allegany County’s ACCORD program (Allegany County 
Community Opportunities and Rural Development).  According to its website, “ACCORD  is a non-profit 
Community Action Agency located in beautiful Allegany County, New York. Established in 1972, we have a 
history of dedicated service through our experienced and professional staff of over 150 employees. With 
several locations throughout the county, we continue to strive for excellence in alleviating poverty and 

What and where is the kalthoff house in almond, ny? 
Written By donna b. ryan 
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fostering economic development and growth.”  ACCORD’s 
corporate main office is located in Belmont, New York, and they 
offer far-reaching programs include personal business counseling, 
child care services, crisis and prevention services, housing 
assistance programs and services, youth services and Head Start. 

Edna Elling is serving as homelessness prevention specialist 
for Kalthoff House, and as such interviews applicants, does case 
management and conducts regular counseling sessions with 
tenants. Funded by the NYS Homeless Housing and Assistance 
Corporation, the Kalthoff House will be available for individuals 
and families who are homeless or facing imminent homelessness, 

with special consideration given to veterans and domestic violence victims.  The facility is named after 
Charles Kalthoff, ACCORD director for more than 30 years.  Residents will receive supportive services for up 
to 24 months to help them obtain and maintain permanent housing and/or income, increase life skills and 
achieve permanent safe housing and self-sufficiency. 

Because of her interest in the history of the site, Edna recently met with us at Hagadorn House to find 
pictures and articles which she could use in creating a display depicting the times gone by of the location.  
Earliest pictures of what was known as the Budd Block,  later converted to the ever-popular “Palmer’s”, show 
a hotel, stores and a barbershop.  Sadly, the entire block, a landmark in Almond, was destroyed by fire in 
October, 1967.  It is hoped that through her display, Edna will be able to foster an interest in the rich history 
of that location . . . and of this town.   

FT MCCLURE DAR SEARCHES VAN CAMPEN DESCENDANTS 
Taken from email conversations with Vinniedee McHenry Hippensteel 

FT MCCLURE    Past issues of AHS 
newsletters have related many stories of Moses Van 
Campen, fearless Indian fighter and brilliant leader, 
who left his home in Columbia County, PA, and 
made the three-week trip up the Susquehanna River 
with the very first group of pioneers to settle in this 
WNY wilderness in 1796. 

Vinniedee McHenry Hippensteel of Berwick, 
PA, one of our longtime AHS members, recently 
contacted us regarding the Ft. McClure Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution and their 
current project:  tracing the multitudinous 
generations of Moses Van Campen and the James 
and Mary (Espy) McClure family from whom he 
chose his wife, Margaret McClure.  Margaret’s 
sister, Priscilla McClure, also married one of 
Almond’s earliest pioneers, Henry McHenry.   

“One of our members is doing a LOT of 
research and has traced several generations of 
Moses, which we will eventually be putting in book 
form.  We were aiming to bring up records for all 
four of the McClure children, but she has a wealth 
on Moses and Margaret VanCampen  and Henry 
and Priscilla McHenry who moved to your area 
(McHenry Valley).  I have made several visits to 

your area tracing McHenry lines in your area,” 
Vinniedee said. 

Prior to leaving the Bloomsburg, PA community 
in the late 1790s, Moses VanCampen built a row of 
palisades to protect the McClure log cabin, where his 
father-in-law, James McClure, owned 300 acres about 
three-fourths of a mile above the forks of Fishing 
Creek and Susquehanna River. This purchase was 
called “McClure’s Choice”.  Moses is credited with 
building other forts in what is now Columbia County. 

Vinniedee further describes the work of the DAR:  
“We have monuments to mark the location of Fort 
Jenkins where some of Moses’ family was killed and 
he was taken prisoner when attacked by the Indians.  
Moses built Fort Wheeler and that fort eventually fell 
into a state of disrepair. The DAR monument placed 
there 100 years ago was moved in 1942 to a safer 
location as a sand and gravel company purchased the 
land.  Eventually that location has been rented to the 
sand and gravel company, thus the monument needs 
another home.  Recently Lightstreet Community Park 
offered us a site at the park to relocate this monument 
which stands 4 feet high, 4 feet wide and is 18-20 
thick.  We plan to move the marker next summer.” 

The Fort McClure Chapter Daughters of the 
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American Revolution, of whom Vinniedee is 
regent, owns and preserves McClure House built on 
the site of Fort McClure.  The present house was 
built by the sons of 
James McClure about 
1810. The Chapter 
enjoys the home and 
surrounding acre. 

Vinniedee 
explains:  “In 1954, 
the chapter started 
using just one room in 
the house, then used 
the down stairs and 
the upstairs was 
converted into an 
apartment and they 
made the summer 
kitchen of the house 
into a log room much 
like a log house would 
have looked in the early days.  The chapter was 
unable to keep up to the many needs and repairs of 
owning a property so the house was without heat or 
use for seventeen years.  Then I found a local 
contractor, Tim Bailey of A to Z Home 

Improvements, who was willing to work with our 
nickels and dimes and we brought McClure House 
back to a healthy state. We use the house for our 

meetings and activities. 
“The house was 

flooded many times but 
the worst flood in recent 
years was 2011 when 
the downstairs had 8 
feet of flood water 
throughout. Tim went to 
work and again saved 
our Home. 

“In May 2015 Fort 
McClure is planning a 
bus trip to Letchworth 
State Park and then to 
visit the gravesite of 
Moses and his wife.  We 
also hope to visit 
Moses’ house outside 

Angelica and gather some historic facts.   There was a 
DAR chapter located in Berwick, PA, named the 
Moses VanCampen Chapter and it was dissolved due 
to lack of membership abt. 1954. A few of the 
remaining members transferred to our Chapter. 

There was much excitement recently at Hagadorn House 
when a large carton, delivered by UPS, was opened by Friday 
volunteers Doris Montgomery and Kitty Baker, along with Lee 
A. Ryan, president.    

Inside was a beautifully framed portrait of a “younger” 
Moses Van Campen, sent to us by his sixth generation 
descendant, David Hopkins of Doylestown, PA.  David hosts the 
website, “Moses Van Campen – in Tribute” 
http://mosesvancampen.com/     
Attached to the back of the frame is this letter: 

“Dear Donna:  In November of 2012 I learned of the 
existence of a third oil painting portrait of Moses, in 
addition to the one at Letchworth and the second at the 
Angelica Public Library.  This one was owned by the Harmon 
Family (descendants of Moses and his daughter Mary) 
residing in California.  They were no longer interested in 
keeping the portrait and were looking for a buyer.  I was most 
interested of course and immediately contacted the family to inquire about the portrait and terms of sale.  
The portrait was in storage while the family relocated.  Pictures of the painting were limited to older faded 

Moses Van Campen Portrait gifted to AHS 
Reported By Donna B. Ryan 

President Lee A. Ryan and AHS volunteers 
Doris Montgomery and Kitty Baker with 

Moses Van Campen portrait 
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photographs.  Even from these faded pictures it was obvious the portrait was grand, in remarkable 
condition, and still in its original gilded frame; surely from the 1800s. 

It took one and a half years for the family to resettle and retrieve the portrait from storage for sale 
and shipment.  In May of this year it arrived at its new home in Doylestown, PA.  I was shaking as I 
opened the box to reveal the stately portrait of Moses.  As you would imagine, it is proudly displayed in 
our home; a new family heirloom to be cherished by generations.  Wanting to share this remarkable 
painting with others, I asked my neighbor and friend Mark Shegda, an accomplished photographer, to 
capture the portrait on camera for the purposes of producing prints suitable for framing.  Mark 
completed his work, an art form in itself, and can now produce prints for those interested in purchasing 
copies of this grand painting and portrait of Moses. 

Donna, in recognition of all that you, personally, and the Historical Society have done to keep the 
memory of Moses alive, I am having a large print produced by Mark and will be donatng it to the 
Almond Historical Society in honor of my father, John R. Hopkins (1933-2013). 
My research into the life and times of Moses continues to bring about wonderful surprises at every 
turn.  They are all the more enjoyable when shared with others like yourself, who enjoy the story of 
such a great man who gave so much to family, community, and country. 

Best regards, 
David (David C. Hopkins)  

 
Thank you very much, David.   The portrait is now on the wall of the office, and folks are invited to stop and 

see it.     

Marilyn Witter Burnside, age 88 of Worthington, IN, passed away on September 7, 2013. After her 1942 
graduation from AACS, she received a B. Ed. in Library Science from Geneseo and served as an elementary 
librarian in West Hempstead Schools, Long Island, NY. She and Bruce moved to Worthington, IN  in 1975 where 
she was librarian at the Worthington-Jefferson Public Library. Keenly interested in literacy, she was one of the 
founders of Greene County Literacy Coalition where she served as board member and tutor. She was a member of 
the Worthington Garden Club, Tri Kappa, the Worthington Study Club and Folsom United Methodist Church in 
Worthington. 
Ellen L. Shultz, 78, who died January 4, 2015.  A graduate of Alfred University, Ellen began teaching English and 
Theatre at AACS in 1980, directing more than 34 musicals and dramas. She was an active member of the Union 
University Church, and also volunteered at the Alfred-Alfred Station Food pantry and the Box of Books Library in 
Alfred.  She was one of the founding members of the Alfred Community Theatre, helping to raise funds for the 
renovation of the theatre in the Alfred Town Hall.  For many years, she wrote the weekly recipe column, “Sunny 
Side Up”, for the Alfred Sun. 
Doris Dunning Guthrie, 95, who passed away January 9, 2015 at the Villages of Orleans in Albion.  A graduate 
of Almond High School, she was employed in the AACS cafeteria for many years. She was a longtime member of 
the Almond Historical Society, where she volunteered for many projects in earlier years.   She resided most of her 
life in Almond, but in later years made her home with her daughter, Bonnie Guthrie Jimerson, in Holley.   
Frances E. Savey, 92, of 87 Main St., passed away January 24, 2015 at Robert Packer Hosptial, Sayre PA..  She 
was a lifelong area resident. She retired from St. James Mercy Hospital in 1985 as a nurse's aide. Frances enjoyed 
her family, reading, and taking care of her husband who predeceased her. 
Sean C. Phelan, 64, who died on January 20, 2015.  Sean was a 1968 graduate of Alfred-Almond Central School 
and RIT, class of 1972, with a BFA in photographic illustration. A self-employed photographer's assistant and set 
builder working with several national and regional companies, including Eastman Kodak, Corning Glass and 
Thatcher Glass and other local companies, he later developed a carpentry-cabinet business. From 1973 to 1985, 
Sean was a member of the Almond Ambulance and Rescue Squad and the Almond Volunteer Fire Department 
where he served in many leadership positions: president, first and second assistant, captain, and team leader. He 

Our Condolences to the families & Friends of… 
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Our Condolences to the families & Friends of… 

was a contributing member of the Almond Historical Society and  the Allegany County Bird Club, working on the 
county bird checklist. Committed to preserving the natural environment and beauty of Allegany County, he was a 
founding member of the Almond Concerned Citizens. Sean was also a member of the Concerned Citizens of 
Allegany County, the Vigil and Allegany County Nonviolent Action Group.  

THANK YOU, SEAN! (Editor’s Note:  In appreciation and in memory of Sean, we are reprinting from our 
Oct/Nov/Dec 2012 AHS newsletter  our  acknowledgement for an enormous project that he completed for the AHS) 

We at the Almond Historical Society are greatly indebted to Sean Phelan, who has undertaken the project of 
scanning and restoring our collection of slides, saving them electronically on CDs. 

Sean’s interest in the project began in 1967, when he was concerned about preserving on film pictures of 
houses and buildings that were scheduled to be torn down to make way for the Expressway (I86).  “I took slides of 
the buildings on Karrdale Avenue, and then my father (Linn L. Phelan) said, ‘Now that you have started the 
project, let’s do all the houses in Almond!’” 

For the next several years, he took over 300 pictures of homes in the Town and Village of Almond.  “I had 
done everything in the southern 2/3 of the town, including the village.  North Almond Valley and north did not get 
finished.  I said I would do those photographs later. 

They have been stored at the Hagadorn House since they were taken, some for 45 years.” 
But the life expectancy of slide film is only 35 years, and Sean began to worry about them deteriorating.  So he 

began a new project:  scanning, repairing, and storing more than 300 slides, along with glass negatives from the 
AHS’ collection.   “I wanted to capture the images before we lost them.” 

Sean’s obvious respect for his parents, Linn and Helene, and their passion for preserving the history of 
Almond, is part of his motivation, he says. He has spent hours and hours scanning and restoring these images . . 
which will probably turn into months before he is finished.  Some of the slides already are past their useful life . . . 
and the restoration process takes an immense amount of time.  Sean has already brought CDs containing more than 
100 photographs to the archives/office. 

Another landmark home in Almond, believed to 
have been built around 1825, has become history!  
But even though the former Heller home which was 
located on Main 
Street next to the 
Almond Post 
Office is being 
dismantled, the 
lumber and 
materials will be 
repurposed and 
reclaimed.   
Owner Bruce 
Cornell 
contracted with 
Joe Butterbaugh 
who dismantled 
the major 
portion of the house and is  marketing the materials 
out of his salvage store on Barry Street in Olean. 

Ben and Fay Heller lived in this house for many 
years, and their children, Georgia Ann, Rose, and Bill 
grew up there.  After Ben and Fay died in 1989, the 

house was sold. 
However, records 
at AHS indicate 
that early in the 
century, local 
attorney  D. A. 
Stebbins, Esq, 
lived in the home. 

This is not the 
first building Joe 
has dismantled in 
town.  A year ago, 
he took down the 
large barn owned 
by Lee and Donna 

Ryan on Depot Street.  Joe explains that he started in 
business in 2009:  “I wanted to build a cabin, so I took 

Repurposing the Heller House 
By Donna B. Ryan 
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Repurposing the Heller House Cont…  

down a barn and used the lumber.  Then I realized I 
liked taking down the buildings, and that there was a 
demand for the lumber.’ 
Even though the house is down, the materials will be 
used in other projects. Joe explained:  “The outside 
exterior boards from the Ryan barn were milled and 
used in a ceiling of a new home in E Aurora.”   Why 
reclaim old lumber?? “There is too much waste these 
days. All the forests are being depleted and there is 
very little old growth to cut.  The cost of cutting down 
the rest of what we have is not just about money:  it is 
depleting our natural resources,” he stated. 

“I like to pay homage to the builders and people 
who lived there,” Joe explained.  Speaking about the 
Heller house, he termed it a “unique repurpose”.  “All 
the lumber is old growth: not stick frame:  It is timber 
frame, plank construction, walls are not 2 x 4 with dry 
wall.   They are 1 ½ inch planks nailed back to back 
and then plastered.  The original house was 32 feet 
square with a hip roof with cedar shake shingles.  The 
roof had a very shallow pitch.  Then an addition was 
put on the back which elongated the house.  They 
built a new roof with steeper pitch, covered with slate, 

over the entire house.  The old roof and cedar shingles 
were still intact under the ‘new’ roof.  There was a space 
between the old roof/shingles and the slate roof.  It was 
unique construction:  there was notching in the top sill 
beam so the siding boards would set flush under the 
beam.  This was the same type of construction of the 
Ryan barn – makes me think maybe it was built or 
designed by the same person who built the 
Stebbins/Heller house.”   

 Joe noted that other materials from this home are 
set up for display in his building in Olean.  He can be 
reached at 716-378-2106.   As an example of repurposed 
materials, Joe noted that some of the lumber was sold to 
Scoville Brown Company in Wellsville who makes 
tables for the Ralph Lauren  Company A quantity also 
went to a restaurant in Williamsville, to be used in 
interior refurbishing.  A designer in East Aurora also 
purchased materials to be used in a residential interior.  
Pictures of the dismantling process of the Heller house 
can be found on this website: 
www.barnrust.shutterfly.com  Anyone who is looking to 
get rid of a building can contact Joe at 716 378 2106 or 
barnrust@ymail.com and he will come take a look. 

(Editor’s note:  At one time, D. A. Stebbins owned 
the Heller house that was recently razed.  Besides 
being a prominent businessman, he was responsible 
for writing the history of Almond upon the 100-year 
celebration of its founding.) 

The funeral service of the late D. A. Stebbins of 
Almond was held at his home Friday, March 18, 
1915.  A very large number of people were in 
attendance, showing the high esteem for which Mr. 
Stebbins was held.  An attorney by profession, Mr. 
Stebbins is credited with writing the history of 
Almond in the significant volume, A Centennial 
Memorial History of Allegany County, New York, 
compiled by John S. Minard, Esq. Historian, 1896.    

The services were in charge of President Booth C. 
Davis of Alfred (AU president), assisted by Rev. A. 
C. Stuart and Rev. Mark Shenton of Almond.  
Professor Ray Wingate of Alfred sang two selections.   

A brief history of Mr. Stebbins life was read, 
disclosing this personal information: 
Delwin Alberti Stebbins was born August 31, 1854, 
Cussewago, Crawford County, PA. and was educated 
in Pennsylvania schools, including Edinborough State 
Normal School.   His father died when Delwin was 

18, and they sold their farm in Pennsylvania and 
purchased a farm in Little Genesee, NY.  “Two years 
later, in 1874, he entered Alfred University, but being 
obliged to earn his way and being of a scholarly turn of 
mind, he began teaching school winters, while attending 
college in the fall and spring.  This he continued to do 
for several years.”  After graduating from Albany Law 
School in 1884, he located in Almond, and began his 
practice of law, which he continued for thirty years until 
his death. 

Mr. Stebbins was no stranger to sorrow:  His first 
wife, Nellie Spencer of Alfred, died in 1887 just six 
years after they were married.  His obituary tells us 
more:  “To this union one child was born, Myrta, (in 
1881) a beautiful daughter who grew to womanhood and 
became the wife of Prof. H. P. Wetherlow of Naples, 
NY, but who died October 1905 (age 24) soon after her 
marriage.”   

In 1889 Delwin married Mary Loper McChesney of 
Addison.  His eulogy continued:  “This marriage has 
been blessed with mutual happiness and helpfulness 
through twenty-five years, and Mrs. Stebbins, though 
broken in health, has had the satisfaction of ministering 
most tenderly to her beloved husband through these last 

Prominent almond attorney passed to his reward  
By Donna B. Ryan 
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Prominent almond attorney passed to his reward Cont… 

years of his great suffering.  He has left a written 
testimony of his love and appreciation in the 
following words in tribune to his wife, Mary: 

“We have lived together for twenty-five years, 
and no wife was ever more faithful and a more 
zealous helpmeet than she has been.  No mother could 
have done more for her own daughter than she did for 
our daughter, Myrta, and her death was the one thing 

that nearly made us both give up, as she was a dearly 
beloved daughter to us both.”   

Mary died in 1920, five years after her husband.  
All three, Delwin, Mary and daughter Myrta are 
buried in Almond’s Woodlawn Cemetery. 

To read Stebbins’ 100-year anniversary 
account of Almond’s history, check the AHS 
website: https://almondhistory.wordpress.com/ 

Happily, the picture of the McHenry Valley boys 
baseball team in the Oct/Nov/Dec 2014 newsletter 
(given to us by Cathy Rossman Harvey)  received 
considerable attention.  We had 
several calls and/or emails and 
have come up with the names: 
Carolyn Bird Powers wrote:  “I 
have the same picture . . .I know 
who they all are.  Sitting in front, 
left to right:  Harold Sisson, Glen 
Rossman, Freddie Sisson, and 
Elwin Babcock.  Back row:  Pat 
Hadsell, George Allen, Carroll 
Bird (my dad), Clair Rossman, 
Harley House, and Forest Bird 

(my uncle).  This was a McHenry 
Valley baseball team a long time 
ago.  I was just a kid – and I was 
born in 1934.  Probably the late 
1930’s.”  
Ralph Rossman called right after 
receiving his newsletter, noting 
that his “big” brothers, Clair and 
Glen, played on the team – and he 
enjoyed watching them.  He 
explained that the ball diamond 
was located on McHenry Valley at 
the intersection with Tuttle Road.    
Sylvia Sisson Armer wrote this 
email from Albion, NY:  “In the 
latest newsletter, my father (Ray 
Sisson) recognized all the baseball 
players.  The baseball team raised 
money for uniforms by having 
card parties at their homes. My dad and I enjoy the 
newsletters very much.”  
Lillian Guthrie Hanks, who volunteers on Fridays at 
the Hagadorn House office, recently brought in some 

ephemera (printed material), including an interesting 
envelope which had been given to her by her niece, 
Marilyn Hanks Weidman of Newburgh, IN.   Many will 

remember Marilyn’s dad, 
“Hammer” Hanks – and will smile 
when smile at the creative address 
on this envelope:   Marilyn wrote:    
The cover letter read:  “Dear Aunt 
Lillian:  We found a few other 
things that may appeal to the 
Historical Society.  We were both 
amazed that letters sent to dad   
made it here with just a hammer 
and a town name for the address.  
One was local but the other was 

postmarked from Brooklyn!”   
 Arlita Johnson Barnes wrote 
from her home in Aliso Viejo, CA, 
and enclosed a photo of the 
Almond Horizon Club which 
Marjorie Mason led in 1950.  She 
wrote:  “It was very interesting to 
read about Marge Mason 
(Oct/Nov/Dec 2014 AHS 
newsletter).  Did you know that 
she was also the leader of the 
Horizon Club?  I am enclosing a 
picture of the group taken in 1950.  
Front row:  Virginia Hicks, Sylvia 
Ferry, Joanne Kame; Second row:  
Marge and her son (have forgotten 
his name)  Third row:  Nancy 
Paine, Barbara Thomas; Fourth 
row:  Barbara Harmon, Patty 

Hanks, Arlita Johnson, Faith Fenner.  I have no idea if 
the club continued but Marge was a wonderful leader.  
Will never forget her kindness.  Enjoy the newsletter 
very much.  Keep up the good work!:)” 

Prominent almond attorney passed to his reward  
By Donna B. Ryan 
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YOU CAN HELP US BY TAKING  
YOUR POP CANS TO THE BIN  

AT THE ALMOND MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING:  IT IS A BIG FUNDRAISER 

FOR US AND ENABLES US TO 
MAINTAIN HAGADORN HOUSE  

AND REPLACES OUR TRASH AND 
TREASURES SALE. 

AHS HAS TWO 20 X 40 TENTS 
AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS FOR  
RENT:  $75 IF YOU PUT UP THE  
TENT; $125 IF OUR AHS CREW  

PUTS IT UP AND TAKES IT DOWN. 
CALL MIKE BAKER:  607-276-6161 

TO RESERVE A TENT FOR  
YOUR NEXT PARTY. 


