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(ED NOTE: Due to unforeseen pressures and projects, I was not able
to do a newsletter for July/Aug/Sept 2013. This edition will combine
those two newsletters. Thanks to all who continue to encourage me! :)
Summer 2013 was a very busy time at the Hagadorn House!

AACS FOURTH GRADERS TOUR
HAGADORN HOUSE
It was a delightful day on June 4 when we hosted more than forty
fourth graders from Alfred Almond Central School.
The group was divided up into six teams: The McHenry Clan,
Reynolds Bunch, Van Campen Scouts,
Hagadorn Gang, Karr Team, and Phelan Crew. Transported down
by AACS bus, they were greeted by Donna Ryan, who gave a brief
pictorial sketch of each of the above personalities from Almond’s
history, as well as instructions for an information scavenger hunt upon
which they were soon to embark. The teams were then escorted by
guides to their respective beginning locations: Lee A Ryan, dressed as
a Seneca Indian, to the fireplace room; Jan Leathersich as Aunt
Margaret Karr (“Angel of Mercy”) to the middle parlor; Cindy Banker
as Mrs. McHenry to the front parlor; Susan Steere and Mary Ellen
Westlake to the Linn Phelan gallery; and Louise Schwartz as Mrs.
Hagadorn to the upstairs rooms. Half of the group went to the new
office/archives building, where they were hosted by Doris
Montgomery, Kitty Baker and Donna Ryan. Bob Schwartz served as
bell-ringer,
indicating the
times for the
groups to move
to their next
setting. After
lunch outside,
the teams
switched
locations, with
half spending an
hour in the
office/archives
building and the

Happenings at the Hagadorn House (cont…)
others entertained by the guides in the Hagadorn
House.
After they went back to AACS, their teachers gave
the children a blank paper entitled “WHAT I LIKED
BEST ABOUT MY VISIT TO THE HAGADORN
HOUSE MUSEUM”. Most of them drew marvelous
pictures and illustrations of their favorite things. We
would love to publish every comment, but to give you
an idea of their reactions, here are a few: “I liked the
archives . . .seeing all the files of families for people
to remember” . . . Another one said “It was cool
looking in my family’s history” . .. “because it tells
really cool history!” . . .
In the middle parlor, Jan read the story of Aunt
Margaret Karr’s bravery in holding off the Indians
from taking her children. One child wrote: “The part
I liked best was when we went to the middle parlor
and she read us a story there. . .” Other items
enjoyed there were “when we looked through the
stereopticon” and “the hair in the wreath collect box.”
Another girl commented: “What I liked best about
the Hagadorn House was the piano . . it was beautiful
and I play the piano . . .”
Chief Shongo held court in the fireplace room,
reading about his skirmish with Moses Van Campen
from The Almond Story and also showing the musket,
Davy Hagadorn’s crutch upon which he had written
diary entries, and Major Moses Van Campen’s
portrait and leather fire bucket. The fireplace was a
big hit with the kids: “Chief Shongo teaching us
about the fireplace” . . . “Chief Shongo taught us what
a lot of stuff is and how these items work and what
they do” . . . “I also liked his hat because it was big
and had a lot of feathers” . . . “My favorite part was
finding out there was a fireplace behind a wall with
the kettles, pots that were still there” . . . “I liked all
the accessories that came with it . . .”
Other favorites included the quilt display in the
Phelan gallery, the upstairs bedroom and toy room
items, and the camera collection.
We look forward to hosting next year’s fourth
graders! They were a well-behaved, enthusiastic
group!
+++++++++++

MIA AND EMMA SUMMER
VOLUNTEERS
We were blessed this summer by the presence of
two AACS
students,
Maria (Mia)
House and
Emma Tyrell,
who served as
volunteers on
Fridays in the
Hagadorn
House office.
Here are their
reports:
MIA: For
the past 3
months I have
been working
at the Almond
Historical
Society and every day I found something new and
interesting. Although not very exciting, I found a man
named Comfort. I am sure there are very few people
who would even think of that being a name in the first
place and we thought it was funny. There was also a
time when I was working in a file whose documents
were mostly from the 18th and 19th centuries and three
men in the Corey family were named Joseph. They also
didn't put any distinction as to who was which Joseph,
such as Joseph Sr. or Jr. I worked for over two hours
trying to sort out which Joseph was which and
eventually the Josephs got their own folder.
My favorite finds from the family files were a little
old autograph book and a record of the eulogy on a
tombstone. Long ago children used to carry autograph
books with them when they went to a camp and their
friends would usually write down a little saying and
their name. In this book I also happened to find a
beautifully drawn illustration of a bird in what was
either pencil or pen. The tombstone belonged to John
Lanphere who died April 5, 1848. His eulogy was
"Behold my friends, as you pass by / As you are now,
so once was I /As I am now, soon you will be / Prepare
to die and follow me." Alone it was a nice eulogy, but
what caught my eye was what was recorded to have
been written on the stone sometime afterwards. "To
follow you, I cannot do / Until I know which way you

We also had a very successful Strawberry Festival
(see report on pages 6-7)
+++++++++++
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Happenings at the Hagadorn House (cont…)
go."
I had an amazing time at the Historical Society and
learning the history of my home town. I hope next
summer I will be able to help again and I wish to
thank all the wonderful ladies who work there on a
regular basis for letting my friend and I work with
them.
EMMA: Working at the almond historical
society with Mia and all of the wonderful ladies there
was a great experience. It was always comical to see
Mia get really frustrated and annoyed, particularly at
the name "Joseph", as well as seeing the names of
people I know and go to school with in old documents
and newspapers.

two years, when he served in the US Army, stationed in
Alaska. Recently, he collaborated with Lillian Guthrie
Hanks in drawing a detailed map of Almond village,
recording all the houses on each street along with the
names of those living in those homes in the 1940s. Bud
has been a wealth of information about Almond’s
history and past and it has been fun to quiz him and go
back in time with him. He plans to move to the
Rochester area soon. We will miss you, Bud!

THANKS, BILL AND BUD!

MARY JEMISON COMES TO AHS
We had a standing-room only crowd (with many
others turned away) on Sunday afternoon, September
15, when Kay Bennett of Caneadea and Bill Heaney of
Belfast presented their “Mary Jemison, White Woman
of the Genesee” program. Kay’s monologue was
captivating and Bill’s quiz was rather challenging!
You can watch this on Youtube: Just google Youtube,
then search for: Mary Jemison (monologue) '

BILL BANKER CREATES
PLAQUE TO RECOGNIZE
BUD GILLETTE

BRAD HAGAR FINISHES UP AHS
OFFICE BUILDING PAINTING
"We want to express our sincere thanks to Brad and
Jenny (Wagner) Hager, who have painted the new office
building. To finish the peaks, Brad rented a lift -- and is
shown here finishing up the job. Thank you so much,
Brad and Jenny!"

Last year, Martin “Bud” Gillette, donated a
significant sum of money which enabled us to
complete our building project – sidewalks and
upstairs attic insulation. While we acknowledged
Bud’s generosity in our newsletter, the AHS board
felt it was fitting to place a permanent
marker which would be visible to members
and guests who visit our new facility.
Bill Banker, local blacksmith, donated
his services to the AHS and cast the plaque.
Bill started forging iron about 18 years ago,
and now owns Sundance Forge located at 58
Main Street, Almond. Bill does design and
fabrication work, and he and Cindy have a
gift shop where he sells his creations.
Several years ago, Bill and the late Dick
Baker collaborated to produce the handsome
sign in the front yard at Hagadorn House.
Bud’s mind holds a vast amount of local
history: He is currently the oldest
continuous resident of Almond: He was
born here in 1928 and has lived in Almond
for eighty-five years with the exception of
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Fabulous find on eBay
Submitted By john david fenner, huber hts,, Oh

About a week ago I got an e-mail from the famous Donna Ryan telling me that a vendor on eBay had
listed for auction a 1910 postcard mailer from my grandfather’s general store in Almond. I went to the site
she included in her message and there was a very good picture of both sides of the postcard.
This is a fabulous find
because I have many fond
memories of my grandfather’s
store. My aunt, Phyllis R.
Fenner, wrote an article for
Mercury and Atlantic
Monthly magazines entitled
“My Grandfather’s Store.”
The store was actually started
by Andrew J. Fenner, my
great-grandfather in the late
19th century. My grandfather,
W. L. Fenner, and his brother
Louis bought the store from
their father. My dad worked
in it when we first moved
back to Almond in 1946.
The postcard was
addressed to a Mrs. D. Whitakar, RFD Almond, NY. The
return address was W. L. Fenner, General Merchandise,
Almond. The reverse side was an advertisement for a new
line of wallpaper for 1910.
I entered the minimum bid of $5 and a few days later I
was notified that I was the winning bidder. In the interim I
had contacted the seller in Wellsville and offered to buy it
direct, the “buy it now” option offered on some eBay items.
The seller informed me that he had not opted for that, so I
had to wait out the bidding. Fortunately, eBay will notify
bidders when a higher bid is entered so they may
counterbid. I was the only bidder and was notified that the
item would be shipped as soon as I arranged payment.
Having done business on eBay in the past, I already had
a PayPal account and was able to pay for the postcard, plus
$2 for shipping, a grand total of $7.00. When it arrives I
intend to make some good pictures, copy them and then
donate the postcard to the Almond Historical Society, of
which I am a life member.
My past eBay experiences have shown that nearly
anything may be bought or sold on eBay. It is much better
and more controlled than Craig’s List or any other such
sites. PayPal is a subsidiary of eBay and provides a
protected, foolproof means of paying for nearly anything
you buy online, preserving your identity from credit card
fraud.
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The Beacon on the Hill
By Donna B. Ryan

Ron Taylor, webmaster and treasurer of the
Allegany County Historical Society
(http://www.alleganyhistory.org/), recently copied us
into an email with a photo attached that he had received
from Judy Guidara, a Sanford family descendant who
lives in Altoona, PA. She had written to Ron: “Just
acquired old family genealogy and in this one book is
listed this school: The Beacon on the Hill. It says:
‘Frank Sanford's
children (this is
my g-g-grandpa
Franklin Sanford)
received their
education here.
LaVerne's
(Franklin's son,
LaVerne C.
Sanford-my ggrandpa) children
attended school
here also.’”
Ron
responded to
Judy: “I received
the scan of the ‘The Beacon on the Hill’ and your
information with thanks. Was this a school that was in
the Town of Almond? I know that when I went to
college at Alfred (1958-60) there was a tavern ‘down
the road’ located toward Hornell from the Almond
Dam/Lake, called the ‘Beacon Inn’. I have no idea
why it was named that, but, now wonder if there was
possibly an area that was designated ‘Beacon’ for some
reason and if this school was in that area…. But, that is
just over the border into Steuben County. I’m
interested in the location and finding out more history
to place on the (ACHS) website about it.”
Ron’s including us in the email discussion led us to
other sources for clues: From a document sent to AHS
several years ago by Nancy Amidon Glover with
comments taken from the memories of E. Raymond
Amidon, June 2001, there were six schools in the
Bishopville area. One, the North Hill School, was
“located on the corner past Dubb Butler’s place on
North Hill Road about one quarter mile from the old
Ellis Place. When Ray was a child, he remembers
people saying the Ellis house was once the stagecoach
stop on the run from Canaseraga to Angelica.”
According to Judy, who sent the picture to Ron, she

believed that this schoolhouse was located in the
Bishopville/North Almond Valley on Bailey Hill. “I
think the name (“Beacon on the Hill”) may have been
called that by Grace Saxton (my Dad’s cousin) as the
family all lived on North Hill and they went to that
school. . . it might have been ‘her’ name for it!” From
info written on the back of the photo were these
comments: “The first school work Polly Sanford had
was given her by
Grace Saxton,
who taught two
years here. That
was in 1912 and
1913 and
marked the
beginning of her
teaching career.”
Many readers
will personally
remember Polly
Sanford, who
also became an
elementary
teacher, a career
that lasted for several decades, finishing with her
retirement as a second grade teacher at AlfredAlmond Central School.
In subsequent emails, Judy wrote: “My grandpa,
Lloyd D. Sanford, was Town (Highway)
Superintendent for many years in Almond (lived on
Chapel Street with Evelyn Kame). He and a Mr. Karr
owned a farm for many years and he showed his prize
bull at many fairs. You had a story about him in one
of your newsletters called "The Pea Vinery" (AHS
Sept 2000 newsletter). His oldest son, Harley L.
Sanford, was my Dad. As my Sanford family lived on
North Hill, I would bet that is really the name of the
school and “The Beacon on the Hill" was a nickname
that Dad's cousin, Grace Saxton, used. It seems she
was the secretary for all our family reunions. Wonder
if there were any records for the schools back then
that are now available? And, as Polly was a teacher in
Almond, if perhaps her records would show the name
of the school where she first started her teaching?”
A call to Lillian Hanks provided more of the
history of the Beacon Inn – no “relation” to the
“Beacon on the Hill” – Many of our readers will
remember that infamous place: “Leo Burdick, my

5

The Beacon on the Hill (Cont…)
brother-in-law, bought the Beacon probably in the
early 1940s from Leon Clare. Leon and his wife
moved and
bought a place
down in
Lawrenceville,
PA. Leo and
Harold
Whitford
bought the
Beacon Inn
together. The
original one
burned when it
was located in
the Dam area.
So they built
another place. Then the US government came up
with plans to build the dam in that area, so they had to
move it. When they moved it, they were going to
break up their partnership. Both of them wanted it:
They could not decide which one would get it – so
they decided to roll the dice. There was huge crowd
there that night and Leo won! Then it was moved to

the new location on Route 21 just west of the
Thacherville hamlet. The original one was wood and it
was a cute little
place. After the
fire, they built a
cinder block
building. Harold
(Whitford) and
his wife bought
the White Horse
Inn on the top of
Dansville hill. I
have no idea
why it was
named the
‘Beacon Inn’.
Back then, the
students termed it ‘going down the road’ – because they
could not drink in Alfred, a ‘dry’ town.”
Truth is, there is no connection between the Beacon
Inn and The Beacon on the Hill! However, although
one was a school . . . and the other a bar . . . both could
be considered “places of learning!”

Strawberry festival coordinates collaborate
for a successful event
Submitted By Louise newman schwartz

That phone call came in the spring from the secretary of the AHS, Donna Ryan, asking me if I would consider
taking over the position of heading up the Strawberry Festival for AHS. This was because Hazel Bracken wanted
to step down. After explaining why, how could I say no to Hazel’s desire and Donna’s compelling way of
presenting it? So, of course, my answer was yes.
After a planning meeting with Hazel at the AHS
office going over her very thorough and precise
records for the past years, followed by a planning
meeting of the AHS Strawberry committee, I was
asking myself, “What have you gotten yourself
into?” I was a bit(?) confused and felt a bit
overwhelmed, but decided to take the list that Hazel
had given me, another one that Donna had given me,
plus the Strawberry Festival Worksheet, and work
slowly through it and depend on the expertise of
Hazel, Donna and many others and proceed forward.
I was very thankful for those who worked on the
committee, for those who made phone calls to
recruit workers, from ordering berries and supplies,
those who picked up supplies, the strawberries,
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Strawberry Festival (cont…)
biscuits, containers, napkins right down to those who would do the clean-up.
The day of the festival arrived, with Hazel there working right along with the rest. She kept tabs on what was
going on throughout the day. Mike Baker, affectionately, refers to her as “The Colonel” of AHS.
With the day progressing, people just started showing up to work. I had to keep asking Hazel who some of them
were. There had to have been a dozen women who came and spent hours working on the strawberries, up to their
elbows mind you, and the biscuits, plus the whipped cream. Some spent most of the morning just whipping that
cream. Then there is the set-up and following the festival, the tear-down. What a tribute to all those who
volunteered their time for the largest fund-raiser for AHS. I was very thankful. I was thinking of trying to name
everyone in this article, but I was afraid I would miss someone and that would be most unfortunate, because
everyone who came that day was ‘the most important’ person. Without all of you, it could not have been done
and been done successfully.
After the day was over, I was still asking myself, “What have I gotten myself into?” There were a few glitches
during the process and after it was over, we asked for input from the committee, found some great suggestions
and I think we’ve ironed out some of those glitches. But you know, l was blessed by it all and grateful that it was
a success. It seemed that everyone worked very well together and there were some who were very gifted with
helping with the organization of workers throughout the day. Just a quick reminder, it had to have been the hottest
day of 2013!!!!
Now, Hazel is a very small woman, but I tell you, that, her shoes are huge!!!! I found that I had trouble filling
those shoes that day. She is one remarkable woman and really has done a wonderful job over the past 17 plus
years coordinating this great annual event for AHS. I would like to personally thank Hazel for the organization
and precise way in which she has served our great Almond Historical Society. Thank you, Hazel!!
Now for the report:
Take Outs------------183 orders (includes child size)
In House-------------285 orders
The number is 27 less than last year, but still a very successful day.
The total profit for the day was $
A big thanks, again, to all who worked and those who came and supported the AHS with their purchases for our
annual Strawberry Festival.

Wayne kellogg living in South Carolina
We are glad to hear that Wayne Kellogg, a charter member of AHS who served as treasurer for decades, is happy
in his new surroundings in S Carolina. He wishes to be remembered to all his friends here: He writes, via email:
“Would you please put my new phone number and address in the Historical Society news letter. My address is:
120 Lakes At Litchfield Dr. Apt. #212, Pawleys Island, S.C. 29585. My phone number is 843-235-2068. Email
address is waynee.kellogg@gmail.com Thank you again, Wayne, for your longtime service to our community.
May God richly bless and keep you.

Correction
We were sorry that Kitty Baker’s name was omitted from the list of those pictured in the group with Senator
Cathy Young in the Apr/May/June 2013 newsletter. Kitty is the third from the right. Thank you, Kitty, for your
continued faithful service to AHS.
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We Hear From Our Readers
Linda Davis Turri, Sodus Point, NY, emailed to find
out about the Mason’s Typewriter blotter spotted on
EBay, and asking for Lyle Barron’s email address
(Apr/May/June 2013 AHS newsletter): “Donna, Thank
you for the info. I did e-mail Lyle. Hopefully he can
give me some info about the blotter. I do remember
Mason's. Dad (Walt Davis) used to take us in there
when he was doing a job and we would wait for him. I
remember Ed and Marge Mason. They were the most
delightful people. I remember Don, the son, Sharon's
brother. He used to come in often to help his dad.
Everyone remembers Sharon, she was every girl's
dream in Almond (boys too)! Wasn't she the most
beautiful girl, and just as friendly and nice as could be.
My father was very proud of his job as I remember.
There you have it. Again, thanks for your help.”
_______________

the kids went with Don to the cemetery for the burial
and said a prayer as he was laid to rest.
“Now, I just spoke to Tracy and Wayne about this story.
A big smile went on their faces with a ‘Oh yes, Mr
Larkin! I remember him well!’ Tracy wondered why
none of them named children Garland!”
_______________
Nancy Glover of Arkport, editor of the Canisteo Valley
Historical Society newsletter, recently sent us an
envelope containing pictures of the upstairs in Kellogg’s
store when the late Ruth Kellogg had restored the rooms
to resemble a middle-class home of the 1800s. After
Ruth died in 2001, the contents of this “home” were
sold – which included a wonderful collection of
primitives, linens, antique household goods, furniture,
china and other interesting pieces. Nancy worked with
Lucille (Kellogg) George, and toured the rooms before
the items were sold. “Mrs Kellogg lived next door to
the store and I met her when Lucille took me on the
tour. We went to her house later and she showed me the
‘dollhouse store’ she had made and furnished, plus some
of the antiques in her house.” Thank you, Nancy, for
providing those pictures which are pieces of Ruth’s
creativity and service to Almond.

Our Allegany County Historian and longtime Almond
fire company faithful volunteer, Craig Braack, after
reading the Apr/May/June 2013 AHS newsletter,
emailed us: “Of course I loved the Fire Department
history the most. My question is, however: I can’t quite
read the sign to the left of the fire hall that’s in front of
the 1960 Chevy. Was this part of the Percy’s
business???? Thanks, crb.” (Ed. note: OK folks,
check out that picture in the Apr/May/June 2013
newsletter and tell Craig what you think it is!)
_______________
Peg Jefferds, who has worked for years at the Almond
Post Office and whose husband, Don, is in charge of
Woodlawn cemetery, emailed, commenting on the
“Happenings at Hagadorn House” article in the
Apr/May/June 2013 issue: “I was reading your article
about Garland Larkin. Many years ago I had to sign for
a registered package at the Post Office. Unknown to me
at the time, it was the remains of Garland Larkin. Our
children were young and quite interested in the fact
there was a body inside the package. As it was the
middle of winter we set it aside until spring for burial.
At Thanksgiving our kids thought Mr. Larkin should
have dinner with us so Mr. Larkin had a spot at the
table. On to Christmas-they thought he should share in
the festivities so under the tree he went. There he
stayed until the season was over. In the spring I think
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Our Condolences to the families and friends of…
Mervin L. Babcock, 95, of 24 S. Main St., passed away Monday (May 27, 2013) at Jones Memorial
Hospital in Wellsville. He was a graduate of the former Almond High School, class of 1936, and had
resided in Almond all his life. He was a member of the United Presbyterian Church of Hornell, a 60-year
member of University Lodge #230 F&AM, as well as a 75-year member of the Almond Grange #1102.
Mervin will be remembered for his love of family and farming, and especially the Charolais breed of cattle.
Ellen Hardy, 90, formerly of Almond, passed away in Pomona, CA, on Sunday (August 25, 2013) after a
lengthy convalescence following a stroke in 2009. She was a former member of the Almond Grange, Karr
Valley Home Bureau, past president of the Alfred-Almond PTA, and a former Campfire Girls leader. She
was a member of the Hornell Fortnightly Club, the Almond Historical Society and was a trustee of the 20th
Century Club Library. The Almond Union of Churches was a vital part of her life where she served as an
Elder, Sunday School teacher and Women’s Association officer. A principal interest in her later years was
the Almond Union Church’s ministry to the homeless and hungry, where she served as chairman of the
committees for these endeavors. She was an active participant in the former Hornell Symphony, the Hornell
Area Wind Ensemble, and Alfred summer band. Along with singing in her church choir and playing in the
chime choir, she also sang in the Kanakadea Chorale.
Joseph Doorley, 73, of 8 Main Street, passed away peacefully Sunday (August 25, 2013) at Vincent House
in Wayland. He was a graduate of Alfred Almond Central School in the class of 1958. He had been
employed as an engineer and inspector for the New York State Department of Transportation in Hornell
prior to his retirement. Joe served his country as a member of the United States Army from 1959 until his
honorable discharge in 1961. He was a member of the Hornell Post, American Legion, and the Hornell
Lodge of Elks. Joe will be remembered for his love of hunting and fishing.
Michael McMahon, 68, of 803 Karr Valley Rd., Almond, died Friday afternoon (September 20, 2013) at
his Karr Valley home, following a long illness. Mike grew up in Almond and was a graduate of AlfredAlmond Central School (class of 1963). For over 30 years, Mike worked at Foster-Wheeler Corporation in
Dansville as a welder and boiler tender. In his younger years, he enjoyed hunting and fishing, but his
greatest joy in life was spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren.
Clayton Tuttle passed away in Corning on July 27, 2013, according to an email sent to us from Bob and
Mary Studley. Although not an AHS member, Clayton was brought up in Almond and was a member of the
AACS Class of 1949. In the Almond Newsletter written by Agnes Fritz and sent out during WW II to keep
folks who were away from home up to date on local news, she wrote: “Mrs. Tuttle and Clayton are keeping
Fred’s beautiful white collie while he is in the service. They live in the brick apartment owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Leon Crooks (now the Almond Post Office).
(Ed. note:) At Dale Lorow’s funeral in 2007, Clayton told me (Donna Ryan) that he was helping Marie
Hagadorn the day that they discovered the cooking fireplace hidden behind the wall at Hagadorn House. He
said that she had sent him to the Hagadorn Hardware (across the street) to buy a scraper as they planned to
scrape wall paper and paint . . . and then they made that amazing find! I sure am sorry that I did not
interview Clayton and get all the details of that exciting historical event! (See the AHS newsletter
Jan/Feb/Mar 2012 for the story as reported in the Elmira Sunday Telegram, March 22, 1942)
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Our Condolences to families and friends (Cont…)
Incidentally, that 1940s Almond Newsletter reports extensively of the whereabouts of locals serving in the
military. In one section entitled “Our Home Is The World,” Agnes writes: “Remember the Tuttle boys? Fred
is in Indiantown (home on furlough not long ago), Walter down on Long Island and Milton over seeing
Paris.”

A picture is worth 1000 words
Once again, a picture found in the AHS archives proved to be fun for a local couple: This black and white
picture of 46 Main Street, once the home of the Almond Telephone Company, then later the Walt Davis
home, was given to Terry and Wendy Caleb, current owners of the home. They were so interested in its
history – the phone company’s home for many years – that Terry searched until he could find online a copy
of the February 1953 edition of Colliers magazine, in which the local company was pictured. Thank you,
Terry, for purchasing and donating that magazine to our archives collection!

Pictured above: Mabel McIntosh,
operator, and Duane Dennison,
lineman, in old telephone office.

A walk into Almond’s Past
By Brittany Washburn

(Ed. note: This article appeared in the AlfredAlmond Central School student newspaper,
Observer, May 2013. Brittany gave us permission
to reprint it here, as we thought it would bring back
memories to many of our readers)
What do you see when walking down Main
Street in the small Southern Tier town of Almond,
New York? A friendly, tight knit community with
little to no businesses.
However, go back in time to our grandparents’

generation and one would see a very different
image of Almond. Main Street once bustled with
businesses, and was still a tight knit community.
Most businesses that found success in Almond
were family owned and the majority of those who
owned a business lived above or very close to the
location of their business.
Let’s go back in time, walk down Main Street
and see Almond through the eyes of those who
lived here in the 1940s and 50s. Our journey begins
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A Walk into Almond’s Past (Cont…)
at the traffic light in Almond and heads south
toward Dick and Cheryl’s Big Dipper.
Just south of the light on Main Street on the left
side across from the church next to Union Street
was Mason’s Typewriters. This small business
sold typewriters, adding machines and other
technologies of the time. Mason’s Typewriters had
salesmen out on the road traveling from town to
town trying to make sales as well as repair men out
fixing machines.
Continuing south near where 7-Eleven sits was
a small family owned
Mobil gas station.
According to Larry
Perry, a life time resident
of Almond, the gas
station was owned by
Henry Decker. In the
1940s and 50s, the
service received at gas
stations was very
different. A smiling
attendant would come
pump your gas for you.
As most of us know,
Mullen’s Carpet was
once the school in Almond, but another popular
company was located in this building. The original
location of Gunlocke Chair Factory was the old
Almond school. Gunlocke later relocated to
Wayland, New York.
Past the chair factory on the right side of the
road just before the park was a line of stores.
Kellogg’s grocery store use to stand in the north
end of Coslo’s parking lot. The post office and
Baker’s grocery store used to stand where Coslo’s
building now sits.
During this era, the grocery stores would allow
customers from the town to run a tab, meaning that
they could go get groceries and pay for them at a
later date. If someone was unable to pick up their
groceries, the stores would even deliver them for
you. This would rarely happen in today’s culture,
because of the big chain stores the trust and the
personal commitment of family businesses is no
longer there. The chain stores do not have the same

connection with customers as the family-owned ones
did.
Across the park was P.A. McIntosh Farm Supply
store, a John Deere dealership. Flint’s Auto Center
now sits where the farm supply store was located.
Next to P.A. McIntosh in Flint’s parking lot was the
original location of the Almond Volunteer Fire
Department. According to Mr. Perry, the fire
department moved to its current location at the
municipal building in 1974.
Across the street from the farm supply store was
probably the most famous
block in Almond.
Palmer’s Sporting Goods
Store, Smitty’s Barber
Shop, and M&D Auto
Supply were all located on
this block. Palmer’s as
well as being a sporting
goods store was also a
pool hall and famous male
hangout, according to Lee
and Donna Ryan.
This block had a tragic
ending when it went up in
flames (in 1967). Mr.
Perry said, “The fire started during the day when
everyone was at work, including the volunteer
firemen.” The flame started in an upstairs apartment
in the M&D Auto Supply store and spread through
the barber shop to Palmer’s store. There was an
attempt to rebuild the block but it was unsuccessful.
Continuing south down Main Street where Dick
and Cheryl’s Big Dipper is located was Leo
Alsworth’s gas station. This station was another
popular hangout for the community. Leo Alsworth
was a World War II veteran who began his business
after the war. After school children would go and buy
soda or candy. The adults would go and talk about
the wonders of the day.
The biggest difference between Almond then and
now was the self sufficiency and independence of the
town. There was no need to travel, the town could
support and feed itself. The change came with a
change in time: big chain stores made it hard for
small family stores and local businesses to compete.
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