ALMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
Jan/Feb/March 2012

Editor—Donna Ryan

Upcoming Events

Asst. Editor—Lindsy Palmer

Est. 1965

SEVENTY YEARS AGO: 112-YEAR-OLD
FIREPLACE, ‘DUTCH OVEN,”
DISCOVERED BEHIND WALL IN
HAGADORN RESIDENCE AT ALMOND
Hand-wrought Iron Crane Still
Creaks; Tongs, Holder Remain

Written by John F. Reynolds and Reported in
The Elmira Sunday Telegram, March 22, 1942

Curiosity has accounted for many things, but for Mrs. Kenneth
Hagadorn, wife of Almond’s Post Master, it has been instrumental
in uncovering an historically interesting old fireplace believed to
be at least 112 years old, which has remained hidden between the
partitions of their residence for many generations.
When Mrs. Hagadorn became the mistress of the large, old
house that had been in the possession of Mr. Hagadorn’s family for
nearly a century, she was puzzled by the great thickness of the
partition between the present kitchen and the adjoining living
room. When questioned, Mr. Hagadorn recalled having been told
by his parents that somewhere in the house there was an old
“Dutch Oven.”
The secret remained unsolved until one day, recently, when
Mrs. Hagadorn, with the aid of a neighbor, hammer and wrecking
bar, removed a section of the partition, and for the first time in
nobody-knows-how-long, an immense, brick fireplace of a design
familiar to our great-grandparents, was revealed.
Upon cleaning out a large quantity of brick and mortar, the

Seventy Years Ago cont…
many features of the old fireplace were restored.
The hand wrought, iron crane from which hung the pots and kettles of a bygone day, still swings around
with a creaking sound. The andirons are missing, but the tongs and holder remain.
On the left-hand side
are two recesses, the lower
one apparently used for
the storage of wood. The
upper one, lined with
brick, showing signs of
having withstood intense
heat, and connected by
means of a flue with the
main fireplace, is the
spacious oven within
which were baked the
breads and pastries of
another generation.
The fireplace, and the
house which encloses it,
were believed to have
been built between 1828
and 1830 by Jesse Angell
who came from Dansville,
to become a prosperous merchant in the village.
A bit of early Almond history is recalled by the fact, that, in 1830, Mr. Angell acquired the mill situated in
the northern extremity of the village which was but a short distance from his new home. This mill, the remains
of the dam which furnished the power being still in evidence, was the first to be built in the village, between
1808 and 1810 by one Stephen Webb.
Mr. Angell’s property, including the mill,
house, and store, eventually became the property of
J. M. Wetherby, Mr. Hagadorn’s great-grandfather,
who, later, disposed of the mill to others and
engaged successfully in the hardware business
which has been carried on in the family for many
years since then until the death of Mr. Hagadorn’s
father recently.
It can be said that old fireplaces such as this
are very rare, and when found, constitute a fast
disappearing link with the past.
Perhaps during those long winter evenings
with the crackling of the burning logs the only
sound, and the warm glow of the fire the only
illumination, these early owners dreamed their
dreams that later became realities in the
development of their neighborhood.
(Pictured left is Susan Westlake Steere by fireplace,
Photo by Al Mason, ca. 1976)
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Christmas Program 2011
By Donna B. Ryan

Once again, the Almond Historical Society’s
annual Christmas Open House and Musical Program
was enthusiastically received by a capacity crowd on
Sunday afternoon, December 4. “Grandma and
Grandpa’s Toys” was the theme chosen by our
ingenious decorator, Mary Ellen Westlake, whose
celebrated creativity was found throughout the house
with vintage toys and games and elegant holiday
garlands, candles, and Christmas arrangements. A
large Christmas tree, provided by Kim and Kathy
Costello, adorned the front parlor and was decorated
with handcrafted paper “toys” made by the local
homeschooled
children
under the
tutelage of
Dotty
Snyder.
The
house was
open from
1 p.m. to
4:30,
during
which time
Mary Jane
Reid’s
famous
Christmas
cookies
and Kitty
Baker’s hot wassail were served to guests. Hostesses
were Kitty Baker, Helen Spencer, and Anna Morford
and greeting guests at the door were Jan and Carl
Leathersich and Cindy Banker.
At 2 p.m. at the Almond Union Church next
door, AHS president Lee A Ryan welcomed the
congregation and introduced Pastor Steve Dygert
from the host church. A 25-voice children’s choir,
directed by Randi Corkey and accompanied by
Donna Ryan, presented a variety of musical
selections, including “Jingle Bells”, “Sleigh Ride”,
“Toyland”, “Parade Of The Wooden Soldiers”, “On
A Starlit Night/Silent Night”, closing the program as
they do traditionally with “Holly Jolly Christmas”. A
girl’s ensemble offered “Ding Dong Merrily On

High” and “All Through The Night”.
The Norris family, Lauren, Jessica, Natalie and
Tommy, once again added a very special touch with
their rendition of the book by Angela Hunt, “The Tale
of Three Trees”, and the girls also danced to “O
Come O Come Emmanuel”. A novelty group, The
Boomwackers, presented their rendition of “Joy To
The World”, Sorina Corkey and Kaleigh Kenney sang
“Grown Up Christmas List”, a chime choir from
Hillside Baptist Church and a solo by Kelly Perkins
as well as two piano soloists, Sarah Stiller and
Katharine Meyer completed the fine Christmas
program.
Lillian
Hanks
greeted
guests at
the
church,
and
Stuart
Dygert
and Chris
Blades
provided
technical
support
for
sound.
Members
of the
kids choir and the girls ensemble included Timothy
Corkey; Isaac, Joseph, and John Snyder; Natalie and
Thomas Norris; Becky, Rachel, and Renee Burns;
Micah and Naomi Stearns; Luna and Lucas
Quintana; Ellie, Aiden, and Micah Burdick; James
and John Steere; Natalie, Lauren, and Megan Burns;
Carena, Sarah, and Emma DeJonge; and Katharine
Meyer.
Comments from those attending were most
encouraging: Joy Hollister wrote in an email:
“Bravo! The program at church today was so
wonderful and really blessed everyone.” Jan and Carl
Leathersich commented: “We so enjoyed the musical
program on Sunday and the open house at AHS! We
enjoyed greeting people at the AHS door. It felt like
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Christmas Program 2011 Cont…
our home and people were very warm and
appreciative of the program and hospitality.
Those cookies sure were delicious! Mary Jane
makes such wonderful cut out cookies. The
children were wonderful! WOW! All those
words to memorize! They were so attentive to
Randi and were fun to watch. The Norris family
is an inspiration with all their talent! Natalie's
face was very expressive with her portrayal of the
Three Trees and it looks like Tommy was really
enjoying himself, too. What a blessing their
dance was, too. Many people remarked about
Natalie and how they enjoyed watching her
singing and all she did. Wonder what she'll be
doing 10-15 years from now? Will be fun to
watch her and the others in that family!”
Other comments: AHS members Ann and
Pat Quakenbush wrote in a Christmas card:

“Thank you for another beautiful introduction to
the Christmas season. We so look forward to the
AHS first-Sunday-in-Dec program.” Board
member Diane Davis sent this email: “What a
thrill it was to have the opportunity to attend this
year's Almond Historical Society's Christmas
program! It was a delight to see the multiple ages
of youth work together to present such a
professional program. Their stage presence, song
selection, and their sound was simply amazing. A
huge thanks to Director, Randi Corkey, and
Accompanist, Donna Ryan, for their hard work and
dedication. And of course, a big thanks to all that
participated. Our Christmas season isn't complete
until we attend the program and make the rounds at
the Hagadorn House....a family tradition for many
years.” Thank you, everyone!

Mary Ellen Westlake Passes on her Decorating Duties
A sad event happened during the 2011Christmas season when Mary Ellen Westlake took a bad fall as she was
decorating the Hagadorn House the week prior to the Christmas Open House. Taken by ambulance to St. James
Hospital, Mary Ellen was diagnosed with a broken humerus
(upper arm) and has been confined to her home with her
arm braced since then. Her daughter, Susan Steere, under
Mary Ellen’s guidance, was able to complete the
decorations in time for the Open House.
Mary Ellen has practically single-handedly done the
decorating for the AHS Christmas programs for more than
20 years. “I chose to do it,” she said, noting that it is one of
her loves. At the time she started, the Christmas decoration
collection at the Hagadorn House was minimal, to say the
least (“a few old ornaments – mostly plastic”) and she
began to create, determining to use only natural components
in her arrangements: Holly, interesting weeds, grasses and
greens which she found or “begged” in the area. Exquisite
wreaths, garlands and unique arrangements have graced the
tables, stairways, doorways and fireplaces of Hagadorn
House since that time.
In order to feature the religious along with the
traditional and secular aspects of Christmas (exemplified by
“O Holy Night”, “O Tannenbaum”, and “Santa Claus is Coming to Town”), Mary Ellen has always decorated the
Victorian Parlor with nativity sets borrowed from the extensive collection of Alice Aultman of Hornell, never using
the same set twice (except on one or two occasions, for effect). Alice has moved to New Jersey to live near her
daughter. Many thanks to Alice for her generosity in sharing her nativities these many years.
It is time now, Mary Ellen says, to retire from this labor of love. We expect that it will take a team of people to
fill her shoes! If anyone is interested in decorating the Hagadorn House for Christmas, please contact AHS President
Lee A. Ryan at lee_donna@frontiernet.net or 607 276 6760. Thank you does not seem enough in expressing our
appreciation for sharing your time and talents with us for more than two decades, Mary Ellen. We wish you a speedy
and complete recovery.
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Memorial Donations
Throughout the past year, many of you have designated gifts in memory or in honor of a friend or family
member. The Almond Historical Society gratefully appreciates each gift, and would like to recognize the
honorees in this listing, which, hopefully, is accurate as of January 1, 2012.
If you find any errors or omissions, please contact Donna B. Ryan
In Honor of Hazel Cotton

In Memory of

Bracken’s 86th Birthday
George and Judy Marlatt
Steve And Theresa Bracken
Michael And Marianne Bracken

"Corny" and Carolyn Lorow
Doug Lorow

In Memory of Louise Ryan
Bud Gillette/Anna Trowbridge
Carl & Jan Leathersich
In Memory of

In Memory of
Ronald "Ronnie" Mullikin
Ruth Page

In Memory of
Benjamin Reynolds
Keith Reynolds

Roger and Leo Johnson
Arlita Barnes
Patricia Reichert

In Memory of Lois Morgenfeld

In Memory of Leo, Roger

In Memory of

Johnson and John Albiston
Gene Johnson

In Memory of Clyde Bracken
Steve & Theresa Bracken

In Memory of
Paul and Gladys Coleman
Ronald & Judy Coleman

In Memory of
James David Comes
James & Agnes Comes

In Memory of
Walter and Helen Davis
Joan Davis

Linda Turri, Pat Bowers, Joan
Davis
In Memory of
Percy and Gertrude McIntosh
Anne Hardy-Holly

In Memory of Dennis Johnson
and Robert Morford
Mike & Tammy Kokot

In Memory of Nathan Hardy
Bill & Audrey Lamprey

Debbie Schmieding

Minnie Baker Stephenson
Sheldon Baker Stephenson

In Memory of
Douglas Montgomery
Paul & Sue Reukauf

In Memory of David Tudor
Barbara Tudor

In Memory of Norma Clark and
John Reynolds
Bradford & Kathleen Adams

In Memory of Norma Clark
Andrew and Alice Allen
Robert and Sandra Blakey
Christina Bowling
Marilyn Burnside
Canandaigua Elementary School
Merwin Clark
Robert Catherine Cooper
Doris Cuccia
John and Martha Durbin
Ruth E. Gamett
Ronald and Lucille George
Margaret Kitz
C.F. Lockwood Jr.
William and Dianne Lockwood
Greg Low and Deb Salfholm
Davis and Jane Parker
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Susan Peterman
Keith and Janice Reynolds
Robert and Janice Rich
Susan Salzman
Gail Soucy
Chris Thomas
Bill and Liz Carruthers
Kathleen Maynard
David and Joan Low
Marge Bernreuther

In Memory of
Moses Van Campen
David and Evelyn Hopkins

In Memory of Marilyn Lockwood,
Harold and Ellen MacMichael,
Sam Moses
David Lockwood

In Memory of Carol Woughter
Paul & Lisa Woughter

In Memory of Bryde M. Kuhne
George McIntosh

In Memory of Sylvia Ferry
David Ferry

In Memory of W. Leo Karr
Arlyss Domagala

In Memory of
Gladys and Allen Witter

Marilyn Burnside
In Memory of
Robert and Elthea Emerson

Peter Emerson
In Memory Of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lawrence

Jay and Tammy Lawrence
In Memory Of
Mayor Robert B. Morford
Anna Morford

Memorial Donations Cont…
In Memory Of
My Great-Grandmother Elva
Stillman Furman and My Mother
Jeannette Drake
Emelyn Olson

In Memory Of
George & Sophia Lewis
Ardean Wells

In Memory Of John Westlake

In Memory Of George and
Sophia Lewis, Mervin and
Luella Lewis
Don And Ann Lewis
In Memory Of Ida Amidon
Nancy Glover
In Memory Of Gail Johannes
Dr. Eugene Johannes

In Memory Of
William and Ruth VanOrman
Roxanne Waight
In Memory Of David Wright
Florence Wright
In Memory Of Richard Baker
D. Philip Baker

Mary Ellen Westlake

Book to Honor Linn Phelan
These are heroic times. Let us be among the first to
inaugurate a time when educators and artists will again be honored
as heroes. The Allegany Arts Association has a grand reason to
start: our founding President, Linn Phelan (1906-1992). He and
his wife, Helene, the historian, have enriched our area and our fair
and shining land forever.
Now Andrew Phelan, their eldest son, is starting work on a
biography. While Pottery will be central, he is looking into the
many ways Linn sparked art, cultural and community innovations.
Who remembers that Linn got art teachers interested in the British
Arts Council, and it wasn’t long (1954-’55) before New York was
the first state to fund the arts through an Arts Council. Jump to
1989 when it was in the Phelan’s home that the Concerned Citizens
revived to “Bump the Dump”.
What events, organizations, program and projects do you
remember about Linn Phelan? Andy Phelan wants input. One
immediate reaction to his invitation were pictures of a Phelan baby
cup and dish, now “antiques” for being over 50 years old! Please
share your memories with Dr. Andrew Phelan, 1811 Quail Creek Drive, Norman, OK 73026 or by email at
alphelan@ou.eeu. (submitted by Barbara Chapin Williams)
****************
Further email communication with Andy provided more details about his project: Plans are to release the
illustrated book in the fall with the working title: “Becoming the Village Potter”. He further explained: “It
will be a comprehensive look at his career, from his early years in Rochester to Maine – Blue Hill
(Rowantrees) then Saco (where he first established Linnwood Pottery) before his inaugural stint with the
School for American Craftsmen starting at Dartmouth before the school moved to Alfred. . . . And of course
his subsequent time at Alfred-Almond and the re-establishment of Linnwood Pottery in Almond. While a lot
of it will be on his pottery and teaching, I’m also including material on his work with the Allegany Arts
Association, Allegany Artisans, and the Almond Historical Society,” according to Andy. Andy is planning to
come to NYS in the spring and give a lecture/talk at the Allegany Arts Association, as well as a book signing
of his other books, in late April or May. This will provide him an opportunity to talk with others about his
father’s myriad contributions to these communities.
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Local Native American Trail Trees to Be Featured in Book
By Donna B. Ryan

Photos of local Native American trail
marker trees have been published in the new
book, “Native American Trail Marker Trees:
Marking Paths Through the Wilderness”,
available now through Amazon.com. The
beautiful 260-page full color illustrated volume
is written by Dennis Downes, a nationally
renowned, award-winning artist from the
Chicago area. To prepare for the book, Dennis
spent several decades studying trail marker
trees, travelling well over 100,000 miles and
visiting over 40 states and all of the bordering
provinces of Canada. Although unknown to
local Native American trail tree enthusiasts Lee
and Donna Ryan, Dennis contacted them via
phone upon hearing of their interest in these
trees. Following several conversations and
exchange of local pictures, Dennis dedicated a
chapter of his book to Native American trail
marker trees in New York State.

our present highways follow their courses . . .
alongside a road that branches off Karr Valley
toward what is known as Bully Hill, is an Indian
trail-marker tree which is identified by a sign and
is reputed to be 250 years old. This tree
exemplifies a means the Indians used to mark
their trails for direction or other purposes.’”
At the end of the New York State chapter is
a two-page spread of the photo of this tree,
found in the AHS archives, which prompted the
Ryans to begin their search for local trees. The
photo (see following page) shows the late Earl
Dungan standing beside a white oak upon which
a sign reading “Indian Trail Tree – 250 Years
Old” had been placed. Written on the back of
the vintage photo is this inscription: “M. Earl
Dungan and the Indian Trail Tree on the Bully
Hill Road that goes from the Karr Valley Road
up onto Bully Hill. Taken by a photographer for
the Alfred Sun on Monday, July 18, 1960.
Eugene Van Horn, editor of the Alfred Sun, was
with us too.” This tree has been damaged by
road and culvert work, flooding and erosion, and
is now dying. “Before and after” photos,

The double-spread photograph which
marks the book’s New York State section
features a pair of Native American trail marker
trees, two of several found in the Jersey Hill
State Forest in West Almond.
The chapter begins with a
brief history of the Iroquois
Confederacy and describes the
“breathtaking New York
landscape” upon which the
Native Americans established
their trails and pathways. He
writes: “The pathways and
trails were quickly turned into
roads, railroads, and
eventually highways. In his
book, The Almond Story,
published in 1962, John
Reynolds states: ‘These trails
avoided natural obstructions
and followed the contour of
this land so well that many of
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Local Trail Trees to Be Featured Cont…

published in the AHS newsletter, Apr/May/June
2003, started the ball rolling with folks contacting
the Ryans with “leads” on other possible Native
American trail marker trees in the area.
Downes writes in his book: “Lee and Donna
Ryan of the Almond Historical Society have been
researching and documenting Trail Marker Trees in
the State of New York for approximately a decade.
The Ryans were charter members of the Almond
Historical Society in 1965 and have had several
articles about the Trail Marker Trees published in
the Historical Society Newsletter; they also had an
article “Indian Trail Trees” published in
Whispering Wind, a bi-monthly Native American
magazine. The efforts put forth by the Ryans and
other local historians have created a greater
awareness and interest in the Trail Marker Trees
through their area and the greater state of New
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York. The Ryans have been in contact with
Downes for a number of years, exchanging
photographs and articles regarding Trail Marker
Trees. The author was able to provide some
valuable information and guidance to aid the Ryans
in their research. After many conversations and
written correspondence with Downes, the Ryans
thanked him for his assistance and stated, “ . .
Again, we are sorry we did not get acquainted
much earlier. We would have been better
researchers, I am sure. . had we been tutored by you
and your valuable knowledge.” The Ryans have
continued their enthusiasm and research of the Trail
Marker Trees, and the author plans to visit them in
New York to personally view some of the trees
they have located. The author hopes that through
the efforts of individuals such as the Ryans, more
Trail Marker Trees will be located through out the
magnificent forests of the New England states.”

AHS Building Project Nears Completion
By Donna B. Ryan

It has been amazing to watch how quickly the AHS archives/office building is nearing completion. As
of January 16, the heating system is in, the building is sided, lights and ceiling are up, interior walls are
completed and in the process of being painted! Moving in will definitely occur sometime soon!
The building is light and open, equipped with its own bathroom. The second
floor provides a large amount of storage space, easily reached by stairs at the back of the room. There are
two entrances: the front door is located near the Almond Union Church parking lot, and the back door
connects by a walkway to the Hagadorn House meeting room, providing handicap accessibility and easy
access to the kitchen.
The Friday afternoon archives crew is getting very excited about the move into the new building. It
will be a HUGE task – but it will be worth it! We will move our old and used office furniture to the new
site, and probably will have to use our white folding tables in the beginning. We do have a “wish” list in
case there is someone(s) out there who would like to help furnish the new building:
• 2 or 3 new wastebaskets
• Coat closet or a hall tree or both
• Roman shades, six windows 3 x 4, 2 windows 3 x 5 (A dream of the gals – with their choice of
colors/fabric)
• 3 nice wooden work tables
• All weather entrance mat
• Chairs for seating in welcome area
• Nice wooden table and chairs where guests can view family files, etc
• Wheeled carts and storage bins
• Shelving units
We want to thank everyone who has generously and sacrificially donated funds for this project. In a
future issue of this newsletter, we will list names of all donors. In the meantime, please know that your
support has been a huge encouragement and help to us!
If you want to help us, please contact President Lee A. Ryan, lee_donna@frontiernet.net or 607 276
6760. The AHS is a 501(c) 3 organization, and your donations are tax deductible. Thank you for your
continued support!

Our Condolences to the families and Friends of…
Larry R. Wagner, 77, of Canisteo, who died Oct. 21, 2011. A graduate of AACS Class of 1953, he was employed
at Dresser-Rand in Wellsville. He was a drill sergeant in the Army Reserves and served as a volunteer for the
Almond Fire Department. Larry also drove school bus for AACS and the kids liked to have him drive them to
sporting events, calling him their “good luck charm”.
James R. McEvoy, 77, formerly of Almond, who died Jan. 2, 2011 at McAuley Manor following a long illness.
For 33 years, he was a physical education teacher at AACS, coaching soccer, basketball, and track and field. His
track and field teams earned seven Section V titles. In 1997, he was inducted into the AACS Sports Hall of Fame
and recently was inducted to the Section V Track and Field Hall of Fame. From 1957–1959, Jim served in the U.S.
Army, 2nd Calvary Division and had been stationed in Germany.
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We Hear From Our Readers
George McIntosh, Holland, MI and Punta Gorda,
FL, contacted us via email, stating that his AHS
newsletters had not been received. We appreciated
knowing this, and put additional copies in the mail
to him. He writes: “The newsletter (both of them)
have arrived. Thank you so much. The article on
Bert Sherwood (AHS Oct/Nov/Dec 2011) brought
back a lot of memories. Bert was a very interesting
‘character’ and truly a good soul. Although not
related, his son, Irv, married mom's cousin, Maxine
Baker. When I was young, they lived in the old
Sherwood house (Gaynor's) on Whitney Valley
Road before moving to North Hornell. Mom came
to the US when she was 16 to live with her aunt
and uncle, Lee and Seth Baker and their family
(Lionel, Maxine and Adair) in Canisteo. Aunt Lee
was the sister of my Grandfather Moss. As a side
note, Mom's oldest sister, Emma, married Oliver
Baker and they lived on the Baker homestead in
Andover. Mike Baker (AHS board member) is
Aunt Emma's grandson. Small world, isn't it?
Maybe we all are related after all. Thanks again,
George.”

leather fire buckets.
“Seems the family names were added to most so that
they could be returned to the owners in the event they
were put to use fighting a fire in the community
where all families would pitch in. This practice
become an opportunity for the artist to take over in
many cases. There are hundreds of examples on the
internet. It is just great that you have Moses' bucket
preserved AND repaired for all to appreciate!”
From Dan Armstrong, GA: via email: “I am a long
time family history researcher. My ancestors from
the Almond area (and surroundings) include Luther
Armstrong, Thomas Thorp, Stephen Major, many
Karrs , of course, and the Van Campens. I also have
several others from other parts of NY who gave
notable service in the Civil War. Those ties and many
old documents I inherited is where I caught the bug.
I grew up in Broome County and several of my
family still live there so I get back a few times a year.
I have been in Georgia for 25 years and I must say
that you folks do a great job with your website. It is
on my list to visit when I can get schedules to align.
Maybe this year.

David Hopkins of Doylestown, PA, wrote: “I
received the last newsletter (Oct/Nov/Dec 2011)
with much anticipation. It was wonderful. Thanks
for sharing the information and pictures of my
mother and father and uncle (John and Barbara
Hopkins and Dick Hopkins). I also found the
picture and history of the Crandall house to be a
fantastic surprise.” (Ed. note: David’s Great
Grandmother Sarah Crandall Hopkins was married
in the Crandall house – now the Meehan home.)

“I do have one dead end from Almond that has got me
stumped. My direct ancestor Charles E. Armstrong,
son of Luther Armstrong, was in the 1st Dragoons
with Colonel Thomas Thorp. Charles was younger so
he joined late in 1864. He is listed in Civil War
Soldiers from Almond. They married sisters
(Majors) and the four of them lived in close proximity
to old age as they moved to the Midwest and then
Oregon and California. I have all of that well
documented. I cannot find any link to Luther
Armstrong's wife's (Amanda Ward) family. I find
lots of Wards, of course, but cannot find an Amanda
listed anywhere? Any clues?”

“You did mention that you had the (Moses Van
Campen) fire bucket repaired and the glass case
donated. This is wonderful news. If you have a
picture post repair, I will be honored to add it to the
Moses Van Campen website.
http://www.mosesvancampen.com/ I was not
really familiar with the notion of a fire bucket as a
standard household item back in the day. My brief
research turned up volumes of information on the
topic. There is quite a fascinating history of these

Florence Wright emailed us from Glen Ellyn, IL: “I
just got my AHS newsletter a few days ago. Enjoyed
reading it as I always do. Am so excited for all of you
with the new building as it will mean so much to
creating more space for the house itself and additional
room for the archives which are so important to the
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We Hear From Our Readers Cont…
society. I plan to send money again this year for
the Archive building and once AHS is in and using
it I will send updated genealogy trees of quite a few
families in our line I have researched. They are
much updated from what I had given you folks
before.

(Ed. note: Florence’s questions resulted in extended
research by our “Friday team”. Sheryl House, one of
our volunteers, reported: “This is really so interesting
but I haven't found that yet. I looked twice in the file
at the Hagadorn House for the home abstract but I
don't think it's there. When we paid off our house we
had to take the abstract to Belmont so I was
wondering if that might be where the one for the
Hagadorn House is. If so it would be really good to
have a copy in our historical files as people research
their families. I'm thinking I should just give
Belmont a call. The Jesse Angell story is quite
interesting and I look at the houses differently now
thinking of who lived there long ago. Guess I really
like the people connection in history. Sorry I don't
have an answer yet but you'll know when I do.”)

“I am writing, though, to you with some questions I
have on the Hagadorn House. I learned for the first
time that the home was once owned by Jesse
Angell. I am familiar with a little bit of history on
him as he was such a wealthy and involved man in
the early years of Almond and seemed to own quite
a bit of property. He is mentioned quite a bit in
John Reynolds book, The Almond Story. What has
perked my interest, though, is the fact that a home
was purchased by Amos Wright (my late husband,
Dave's, gr gr grandfather) in 1860 from Jesse
Angell. In my genealogy research, I came across a
number of years ago this fact. Amos bought the
mortgage, property, contents of house for $869.79
that year from Jesse. Amos also owned a large
hotel property which he leased out for a while and
then sold. We were never certain the actual location
of the home of Amos and thought perhaps at one
time he lived up around the Emerson farm road (on
Clark Road) but have nothing to prove that either.
We knew Amos lived in more than one house in
Almond though.

SEVERAL READERS NOTICED OUR BIG
MISTAKE IN THE OCT/NOV/DEC 2011
NEWSLETTER IN OUR “HAGADORN HOUSE
EXPANSION PROJECT” ARTICLE. On page
one, we wrote about how blessed we are to have
received funds from the Estate of Gladys Nash Burke.
My sincere apologies for that gross error: Our most
generous benefactor was Frances Burke Nash (see
Jan/Feb/Mar 2010 AHS newsletter), whose
munificence in remembering the AHS in her will
provided the seed money for our building fund
project. Frances, who was connected to Almond by
strong family ties with the Kames and VanOrmans,
passed away on February 14, 2009, and left the bulk
of her estate to several local non-profit organizations.
We are very grateful. Let’s call it “angel funding”.

“I saw in the very back of Helene Phelan's book, If
Our Earthly House Dissolve, a map of Almond.
There is no date on the map but possibly is at the
Hagadorn House. It shows an Angell estate and a
hotel next to it. Not sure if that was the Hagadorn
House or not, or if that could be the house Amos
purchased from Jesse. Amos is listed in the 1860
census of Almond but I cannot seem to find Jesse
listed for that year. Helene Phelan states Jesse died
in 1866 per notes in the back of her book. Just
made me wonder who the Wetherby's actually
bought the home from in 1867. Could not help but
be curious when reading your article. If Doris or
anyone can sort any of this out I would be most
interested to know more.”

Martin “Bud” Gillette of Almond made these
comments after reading the story in the
Oct/Nov/Dec/2011 newsletter about Ray Hanks: “We
were kids – 16, 17-year olds – mid 1940s -- and we
needed some work so Ray would give us work
pumping septic tanks! Dave Ferry, Leon Hanks,
Carlton Gillette, Lewis Wheeler, Phil MacMichael . . .
We had a ‘union’: ‘Honey Dippers Local #1!’
Membership token was a silver dollar and we each
carried ours in our pocket. I still have mine – worn
smooth! If you didn’t have yours with you, you
might have to pay for everyone to have a drink!”
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