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Hagadorn House Expansion 
Project Underway 

By Donna B. Ryan 

The past few weeks have been very exciting at the Hagadorn 
House!  After months of planning and research, the decision was 
made by the AHS board of directors early this year to build a 28 x 
42 building adjacent to Hagadorn House to house our office and 
archives files.   David Gillette, one of our Life members, and his 
business partner, Jeremy Roberts, were contracted to construct the 
building, plans for which were drawn up by another of our Life 
members, Brad Hager of Hager Engineering.  On August 31, Don 
Jefferds and Larry Perry began digging the footers and crawl space 
for our new office/archives building.   Volunteering their time and 
machinery, the duo excavated and transported more than 20 loads 
of dirt to Woodlawn Cemetery, where a new section is being 
opened.  

The building shell went up fast and efficiently, according to 
onlookers, of whom there were many.  To date, the building is 
completely enclosed.  The grandson of another of our members, 
Charles Stevens, brought in his crew which roofed the building.  
Another of our long-time members, Bryan Snyder, owner of the 
three-generation business, Snyder Electric, plans to begin heating 
and plumbing installations soon.   

 Doris Montgomery, our archivist, along with her helpers 
Kitty Baker, Sheryl  House and Barbara Bernstein, are most 
anxious to move into the new building, where they will have ample 
space to work!  Before this is accomplished, however, we will need 
to have insulation and wall board put up, as well as painting, floor 
covering, and other finish work. 

We were blessed to have funds from the Estate of Gladys Nash 
Burke to begin our project.  However, at present, additional funds 
are needed to take this project to the point where we can move in 
and open this wonderful facility to the public. 

We will be recognizing building project donors  in a future 
issue, as well as in a suitable format at the new site.   We hope that 
you will help us finish this up!  Donations of any amount are 
welcomed!  The AHS is a 501 (c) (3) organization and donations 
are tax deductible.   Please send them to Almond Historical 
Society, PO Box 209, Almond, New York 14804, and label them 
“AHS Bldg Project”. (please use enclosed form) 
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Hagadorn House Expansion Project Cont… 

The following photographs document the work that has been accomplished at the Hagadorn 
House thus far. (Clockwise from top left: Dave Gillette and Jeremy Roberts preparing for walls, footer 
poured, building needs windows and doors, building committee after inspection, roof being installed, Jefferds 
and Perry digging footers, and center is the walls and tresses being placed) 

Bldg Committee: Doris Montgomery, 
Helen Spencer, Kim Costello, Mike 

Baker, Lee Ryan, Teresa Johnson. 
(Missing from photo: Brad Hager) 
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Bert Sherwood’s Stamp Collecting Hobby Lives on Via Ebay 

An interesting item appeared on eBay recently 
which brought back memories of one of 
Almond’s eccentric characters, and also gave us 
an education in one aspect of stamp collection.    
The  listing, an envelope addressed to the late 
Bert Sherwood, postmarked February 1, 1949 and  
inscribed: 

 
B.L. Sherwood, Antiques, stamps, coins, 

Almond, N.Y. U.S.A. 
 
was referred to Craig Braack, Allegany County 
Historian, for further explanation of its 
significance.   He replied:  “This morning I was in 
Canisteo at John Babbitt’s and we brought up this 
Almond listing.  He said it was quite common to 
mark the initiation of air mail service in new 
locations with a cover design of the date/event.  
Such was the case here with Bert.  Did you catch 
the amount of postage Bert put on the cover -  (six 
cents).    Here’s how this aspect of stamp 
collecting works: 
 
“In this example of Rome, GA, the Post Office 
Department announces many months in advance, 
the date of the start-up of air mail delivery service 
for Rome.   The local stamp club certainly would 
have been aware of the airmail logo on covers, as 
this had been in existence and popular since at 
least the first national Air Mail Week in 1938.  
The local club designs their specific cancel and 
send it in for approval from the P.O. Dept.  Upon 
approval, they can now start advertising the 

covers to collectors in various large publications 
dealing with the stamp collecting world.  
Collectors would be aware of the date well in 
advance and order the covers from the Rome 
stamp club with airmail logo already on the 
cover(s).  The collectors would affix the correct 
postage, and mail the un-cancelled covers with 
their address on it/them to the Post Office in 
Rome in a large envelope.  The Rome post office 
would then cancel all these covers and simply mail 
them back to Bert et al.   
 
“Bert would also purchase sheets of each new 
stamp whenever a new design/issue would come 
out.  I vividly recall Bert bringing a few of his 
albums just chocked full of sheets of unused 
stamps into the post office for Dad (Dick Braack)  
to see ‘his treasures.’  Bert was so proud of them 
that the reality of them being all dirty and 
sometimes stuck together due to rain, humidity, 
lack of proper storage, etc. didn’t faze him in the 
least.  He’d state very clearly that the older the 
stamps were, the more valuable they were.  To 
Bert, and obviously only Bert, these sheets of stuck 
stamps were ‘sheets of gold.’  Bert would soon 
leave and Dad would just shake his head.  Being a 
product of a very poor depression-era family, you 
know exactly what he was thinking.  Some place 
there on Bert’s ‘estate,’ I’m sure there are a few 
rusty coffee cans buried, stuffed full of stamps and 
cash. 
 
“Which reminds me, don’t know if I ever told you 
this story, guess it’s safe now considering all those 
involved are dead.  Dad told me of one day when 
Marge Mason was either his clerk or just taken 
over as PM and Bert was still alive.  Marge was 
somehow related to the Pfuntner family of 
Wellsville.  The Chrysler dealership in Wellsville 
was owned by ‘Pal’ Pfuntner for many, many 
years.  One day in the early ‘70s, Bert bought a 
new white Dodge pickup that I vividly remember.  
Pal asked Marge about the ‘legal status of Bert’s 
mind’ one day as he paid for the new truck with a 
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Bert Sherwood’s Stamp Collecting Hobby Cont… 

big pile of cash that was all moldy, wet and mostly 
stuck together.  She told dad that Pal told her he had to 
take the cash to the bank and let them try to figure just 
how much there was in the wad.  Everyone’s guess is 
that Bert (see photo on right) had the money stashed 
away in the ground for many years.  Stories of 
Blackbeard the Pirate’s buried treasure somewhere in 
eastern North Carolina are legendary. Perhaps Almond 
now has their own Blackbeard.  I’m sure there are 
treasures still resting on Bert’s Estate.”  (See related 
stories to Bert Sherwood in the AHS newsletters 
Oct/Nov/Dec 2003).   

Hagadorn House Painting & Repair Project Completed 

In the spring, your AHS board of directors voted to hire Robert Seibert and his crew to scrape and paint 
the Hagadorn House.   However, the painting and repairs became a much bigger project than anticipated at 
the start. 

When they got to the front porch, it was discovered 
that the interior wooden gutters had rotted and leaked 
into the porch roof, trapping moisture, and causing major 
decay in the cornice,  roof structure, two pillars and 
several porch railings.  This necessitated cutting the 
rotting rafters back about two feet, and scabbing on new 
rafters.   The entire porch fascia, soffit, cornice, as well as 
areas of the porch floor had to be replaced.  The project 
has now been completed – at a cost more than double of 
the original estimate.   In addition to scraping and 
painting the house and porch repairs, the foundation and 
chimneys were also repointed and repaired.   

It was necessary upkeep – but it ended up being a very 
expensive project. 

Check out the new “You Grew Up in Almond If…” facebook page and join in the fun, adding some of your 
memories to those who called Almond their “hometown”.   Many of you can, I am sure, relate to their comments: 

 

YOU GREW UP IN ALMOND IF: 
• You played kickball and made fudge at Clayton Smith's. 
• You always hung out at the park in the summers. 
• You knew everyone’s birthday by looking at the Lions/Fire Dept. calendar.. 
• You remember the ledges as the neighborhood swimming pool 
• You remember when there was a rec center in the building behind the Grange at the park. 
• You spent your nights playing release/hide-n-seek at Mullen Carpets/Park. 
• You played football and whiffle at St. Brendan's church. 

Bob Turner Works on porch roof 

You Grew Up In Almond If… 
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Let’s Go Back in Time 
As reported in the Evening Tribune Nov 25, 1966 article, “Almond Historical Group Tells Year’s Projects” 

The late John Reynolds presided at the Almond 
Historical Society’s second annual meeting, 
following their 
provisional charter 
issued in 1965.  The 
meeting was held in 
Historical Society’s 
temporary home,  the 
Almond Library, with 
President Reynolds 
reviewing  the three 
regular meetings held 
during the preceding 
year: a talk by Ellis 
Hopkins of Wellsville, 
former Allegany County 
historian; tales of 
folklore on the Erie 
canal by Miss Shirley 
Wurz, Dean of Women 
at Alfred State Tech;  
and historical films of NYS. 
 
John also spoke about the 
historical tour to  nearby 
points of interest held Sept 10 
with fifty  persons taking part.  
He noted they visited Mrs. 
Ruth Kellogg’s restored 
“home” over the family store, 
the Kenneth Hagadorn 
residence on the north end of 
Main Street and the 
Lindeman home on lower 
Main.   
 

He pointed out that the group 
saw Mrs. Kellogg’s 
“remarkable collection of 
household items, furniture 
and utensils with which 
grandfather and grandmother 
kept house during the last 
half of the 19th  century.  
Ruth has done a fine job and 

has spent much time and money in collecting these 
hundreds of items and arranging them in their 

proper places in the 
kitchen, dining 
room, sitting room 
and bedrooms of 
the apartment,” 
John commented. 
 
He mentioned the 
“old wall telephone 
used in the old 
party line days was 
properly located in 
the kitchen where 
grandmother could 

listen in without 
straying too far 
away from her 
work . .” 

 
Continuing the review of 
the summer tour of homes, 
John noted that the 
Hagadorn home is  “. . one 
of the oldest houses in the 
village.  This was the home 
of one of the most 
influential and wealthy 
men of whom Almond 
could boast prior to 1860.  
His name was Jesse 
Angell, a most prosperous 
merchant whose general 
stores were located across 
the road from his 
residence. At one time 
Angell owned the mill at 
the north end of the village 
as well as the stores and all 
of the land lying to the east 
of the village clear to the 
top of Newcomb Hill.  He 
also represented Almond 
and Allegany County in 

Above: Ruth Kellogg and her collection.  
Below: postcard of Hagadorn House,  

Susan Westlake Steere sitting by the fireplace 
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Let’s Go Back in Time Cont…  

the State Legislature for a time. 
 
“He moved from Dansville to Almond in 1828, 
and it is assumed that he built his house shortly 
thereafter, possibly between 1830 and 1832.  The 
outstanding thing of interest in the house is the 
splendid, old 
fireplace which 
was hidden in a 
wide partition for 
nobody-knows-
how-many years.  
It is remarkably 
well preserved and 
is complete with 
the original crane 
on which the pots 
and kettles were 
swung over the 
fire and the 
andirons on which 
the logs were laid 
as well as some 
utensils that could 
very well have 
been used by the 

Angell family.  
The fireplace is 
much superior to 
the one in the 
kitchen of the old Church mansion at Belvidere,” 
John said.    
 
Completing the review of the summer tour, John 
described the tour’s final stop as “another fine 
old house, the home of the late Henry W. 
Crandall (now the home John and Theresa 
Lindeman Meehan) who was also a prosperous 
merchant and an influential man in this 
community.  The exact date of its construction is 
not known but we are told on good authority 
that the house was actually built by Henry 
Crandall and, if so, it was probably built between 
1845 and 1847.  Mr. Crandall was an ardent anti-
slavery man, and his house served as a depot on 
the Underground Railway that spirited slaves on 

their way to Canada and freedom.  He noted that 
the rear portion of the home was removed in the 
recent past but the building still remains large and 
impressive. 
 
”The ceilings are high, the windows extend almost 

from floor to 
ceiling, and in 
the wide central 
hall, a 
mahogany 
staircase leads to 
the upstairs 
bedrooms.  All 
of Mr. 
Crandall’s three 
daughters, 
namely Mrs. 
Charles Pugh, 
Mrs. D. C. 
Hopkins, and 
Mrs. Grace 
Andrew were 
married here 
and made their 
bridal entrance 

down this old 
stairway,” John 
explained. 

 
In his annual report, Reynolds noted that the 
provisional charter had been granted to the society 
by the Board of Regents, and an application for tax 
exemption as a non-profit organization had been 
approved. 
 
According to the Tribune article, he also reviewed 
extensive work in the Tefft Cemetery:  “A project 
which was undertaken by the society was the 
cleaning out of the old Tefft Cemetery on the old 
Turnpike Road off the McHenry Valley Road.  
Several men, including Percy McIntosh, Robert 
Whitford, Wayne Kellogg, Max Marvin, and 
Glenn Haskins, cut down the brush and 
undergrowth and righted gravestones, and assisted 
in laying up portions of the stone wall that had 

Home of the late Henry W. Crandall  
(currently owned by John and Theresa  Lindeman Meehan) 
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Let’s Go Back in Time Cont… 

fallen down.  The resting places of two Civil War 
soldiers, Eli S. B. Vincent and Sylvester Barber, 
the cemetery once more flew the American flags 
on the veterans’ graves this year,” he reported. 
 
John also noted that several items had been 
acquired during the past year, including a gift of 
money from Miss Frances Bowen, daughter of 
the late Almond physician Dr. C. R. Bowen, and 
memorial funds in the name of Harold “Choc” 
Colburn.  He noted that a copy of the September 
1936 Reader’s Digest, containing an article 
written by him, “Forgotten Bridges,” had been 
given in his memory.  John noted that the article 
was a “timely article and Choc received almost 
national response by letter praising him for 
calling a serious situation to the attention of the 
public.” 
 
He also noted that they have also received as a 
gift from Miss Phyllis Fenner, another copy of 
the Reader’s Digest containing her story, 
“Grandfather’s Store,” which tells of the old 
Fenner store in Almond.  Miss Fenner also sent 
a copy of her book, “Our Library” which received 
a favorable review in Time magazine, Reynolds 
noted.  

 
One of the concerns expressed by John at the 
second annual meeting was the lack of space for 
the society’s museum display.  “We do not have 
room here in the library to display and we are told 
that the library has been requested to make more 
space available for books that will be needed for an 
anticipated influx of population that is expected on 
account of the expanded educational facilities at 
Alfred.  It would be nice if we had a place of our 
own, large enough in which to hold meeting such 
as this and have adequate space in which to have 
our museum,” he said in conclusion. 
 
Fast forward 45 years to 2011:  The rest of the 
story:   Little did John know, in 1966, that a few 
short years later Ken Hagadorn, owner of the 
Hagadorn House, would bequeath his historic 
house, which had been home for over a hundred 
years to three generations of the Hagadorn family, 
to the Almond Historical Society, and it would 
become their permanent home.  What an 
incredible surprise that must have been! 
 
 

If  you attended our September 18 meeting, I’m sure you 
would agree our speakers were entertaining, to say the 
least! 

Jessica Norris,  daughter of  Life members Andy and 
Brooke Norris, “practiced” her speech, “What The 
Constitution Means to Me” in preparation for the 
American Legion oratorical contest.  No stranger to the 
AHS Jessica and her siblings, Lauren, Natalie, and 
Tommy, have performed in our Christmas programs, 
dancing, singing and in drama roles.  You go, Jessica!  
Impressive job of writing and delivering a fine speech! 

Our featured speaker was Chrystal Dodge of Andover, author of the book, “Faith of a Spider,” which 
recounts tales of her 17-year career as a pet-sitter.  Reading excerpts she had written, Chrystal took the 
audience on a ride of emotions from hilarity to tears! 

AHS September Meeting 

Left to Right: Jessica Norris & Chrystal Dodge 
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Ray Hanks As Remembered By Lee Mosher 
By Lee Mosher 

(Ed. note:   Lee Mosher is a nonagenarian and  a 
long time 
Almond 
resident who 
was the former 
owner of  M&D 
Auto,  located 
in the Palmer 
Block which 
burned in 1967. 
He now lives in 
Andover with 
his daughter 
and enjoys 
reminiscing and 
writing stories 
about his life in 
Almond) 

Ray Hanks (pictured above) was a mail carrier.  
He had a Model T Ford when he first started out 
carrying mail. He had to go out summer and 
winter.    He ordered from Montgomery Ward 
some rubber cleo-tracks that would fit over the 
front and rear wheels of that Model T Ford (rear 
wheel drive).  He put a bogey-wheel in the center 
of that Model T Ford for those rubber cleo-tracks 
to go on.  The bogey wheels in between provided 
something for it to idle on.  He made that thing 
over like a tractor.  I can see him now.  He drove 
that just like a tractor.  He would sit up there in 
the front of that Model T Ford  -- had a heavy fur 
coat that he wore and a heavy fur hat and gloves 
since it was really cold.  He did a beautiful job 
getting that mail out! 

Down below our home at 87 Main Street, on the 
right hand side, there is an L-shaped house that 
is painted yellow now – it had the totem pole on 
the front.  On this side, there was a little old 
building which was owned by a lady by the 
name of Lotte Mitchell.    She had a dug well 
inside this little building.  She was a doctor’s 
wife, but she was a widow.  A skunk got into the 
well.  Ray Hanks came up and got me.  I wasn’t 

very big – slim  and wiry.  He said to me, “ I’ve got 
a job for you:  I’d like to have you go down inside 
this well and take soap and water and wash down 
the stones inside of it.  I got the skunk out of it, but 
Mrs. Mitchell still would like to have it washed 
down with soap and water.  I’ll light a lantern and 
put it on a rope and drop it  down there, not only 
for you to see, but also to see that you have enough 
oxygen.  If the lantern starts to flicker, I’ll leave the 
ladder down there and you come right back up.”  

 So I went down the ladder, and the water was cold 
on my feet (I was barefooted).   I took laundry soap 
and water and washed those rocks down.. He baled 
out the water until we figured we got it clean.  He 
put the pitcher pump back on it, and started 
pumping and  kept pumping it out.  They gave me 
a quarter an hour for what I did.   

She saw that I could do something, so she said she 
had another job for  me.  She had a cistern in the 
rear of the house – the water off the roof would run 
into the cistern to give her rain water, which was 
softer than regular well water.  She had to have 
that cleaned – leaves, etc., had come  off the roof 
into the cistern.  So I crawled down through a 
manhole and got down in there.  I sat down there 
and picked the stuff up and put it into a bucket.  
Ray would pull it out.  I got it cleaned and washed 
out.   

After that job, she said she had more for me to do. 
“I need someone in the house to do some cleaning 
for me. “  So she made me a cleaner .  She lived in 
one part and the other part was kind of a parlor 
that had lots of old furniture in there and a set of 
stairs.  She wanted me to clean the dust out of 
there.  I got a quarter an hour for that.  I kept 
working for her as long as I could.  That gave me a 
job.   I was probably close to 7 years old.  I started 
going to school and we lived in the house across 
from you  (Ryans on Main Street) –  

The Lynn Crooks family lived in the house next 
door (now the Post Office) He owned a big 
Hudson automobile.  He took us to a family 
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Ray Hanks As Remembered By Lee Mosher Cont… 

reunion in Corning in that big Hudson car.   

A clipping in the archives files at Hagadorn 
House provided more information about Ray in 
an Evening Tribune article date April 3,1957:   
“Raymond Hanks of Almond, a rural mail 
carrier for 32 years, retired Saturday from the 
post office job.  He was guest of honor at a 
dinner given Saturday night by his co-workers 
and friends at the Eagles Club room in Hornell.   
Hanks, who was employed by the Department of 
Commerce at Washington, DC, before taking 
the Post Office job, (ca.1925) had a route 22 

miles long when he started work as a mail carrier.  
When he retired, his route was 53 miles long.  He 
said that during the first four years on the job, he 
used horse drawn equipment in the winter and 
model-T cars in the summer.  But the biggest 
change he has noticed is “all the machinery in the 
farmers’ yards.” 
Although he has retired form this Post Office job, 
Hanks plans to continue working in his excavating 
business at Almond with his sons.  He also plans to 
travel during the winters, he said, with Florida as 
his next destination.” 

In our Jan/Feb/Mar 2011 issue, we wrote about the 
major restoration of Eugene Ferrin’s obelisk 
monument at Woodlawn Cemetery.  Ferrin was  
Allegany County’s first Civil war casualty, “a young 
man of great promise who was killed in the first 
Battle of Bull Run, being the first living sacrifice 
offered by Allegany (county) in the war .  . ), to 
quote information from the New York State 
Military Museum.   His tall obelisk marble 
monument is located on a steep hillside, and 
weather and erosion had taken its toll until it laid in 
pieces on the ground.  Last fall, two local citizens,  
Larry Perry and Don Jefferds, took it upon 
themselves to undertake the huge task of restoring 
the monument – a story and picture of which we 
ran in the newsletter earlier this year.  However, the 
monument was covered with lichen and stains and 
needed a professional cleaning.  That’s when Curt 
Crandall of Crandall’s Memorials in Caneadea 
stepped in, and cleaned the stained and soiled stone 
with a special cleaner designed for such work. In an 
Evening Tribune article on Sunday, August 28, 
2011, Crandall was quoted:  “If it wasn’t for these 
local volunteers, local effort and interest, the Ferrin 
monument would probably still be in disrepair.  All 
the credit goes to the locals who kept this in mind 
and who went in and got the job done.”  Today the monument  stands tall in the cemetery, a 
beautiful white memorial to the 24-year old corporal who lost his life as he marched with 30,000 
troops toward Richmond just two months after enlisting in the Union Army. 

The Ferrin Monument  
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Recent Visitors to the Hagadorn House 

We love it when folks come to visit us at Hagadorn House!   

As part of their family reunion events, several  descendants of George and Sophia Lewis visited the Hagadorn 
House this summer.  George and Lorraine Lewis wrote from Mt Joy, PA, sending a generous  check , commenting:   
“We would like to thank Mrs. Montgomery for kindly opening the Hagadorn House for us.  She was very patient 
with several generations ‘invading’ on a warm Saturday afternoon in July.  We really appreciated our visit. . .”  
Bob Lewis of Arkport also sent a liberal donation with this note:  “Your records and displays there sure do show a 
lot of effort and are very complete.  It brought back a lot of memories and gave us much new information.  Please 
use the enclosed donation where it is needed most.”   

George and Lorraine’s eldest granddaughters, Meghan Lewis (19) and Stephanie Kauffman (23),  sent us an email, 
telling us about their visit: 

In the last weekend of July 2011, four generations from the Lewis family met in Almond for an annual 
family reunion.  The eldest generation grew up in Almond, including George, Bob, Don, and Jon Lewis, 
sons of Mervin and Luella Lewis, as well as Dean Wells, son of Genivie and Raymond Lewis Wells.  
Their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren were also present, traveling to Almond from 
various locations across New York, Pennsylvania, and Florida.   

After visiting the local “hot spots” that our Grandpa and his brothers frequented approximately 70 years 
ago, the family visited the Almond Historical Society at the Hagadorn House, hosted by Mrs. 
Montgomery.  We personally, were very interested in the interior décor and all of the historical relics. 
The items around the house reminded us of family heirlooms and antiques we have seen in our 
Grandparents’ house since we were little girls.  Seeing similar items in the Hagadorn House gave them 
historical significance.  

In broader context, we also were intrigued by the Almond Historical Society’s collection of biographies 
and genealogies.  It is great that there is such a large collection of accurately archived information in 
Almond so that we may access it in the future and possibly bring our own children and grandchildren 
one day so they can see where their ancestors grew up and learn about their lineage.   

We wanted to thank the Almond Historical Society for giving us a tour of the facility, and we wanted to 
share our appreciation for the work that you do.  Sincerely,  Stephanie Kauffman and Meghan Lewis 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Also in July, brothers John and Dick Hopkins (see photo), along with John’s wife, Barbara, from the Pittsburgh, 
PA area, were in town for the interment of Irene Hopkins 
Glover, and visited the Hagadorn House.  They had heard 
that we might have their grandmother’s wedding dress in 
our costume collection, and hoped to see this treasure.    I 
(Donna) did not have a key, so I went down to Mary Ellen 
Westlake’s to see if she would come up and help us.  Mary 
Ellen is in charge of AHS exhibits, and when we arrived at 
Hagadorn House, she right away wanted to take them to 
the Linn Phelan Gallery to show them the 1897 Friendship 
quilt, made by the Methodist Episcopal ladies, containing 
the signatures of 340 Almond folks.  Checking the quilt’s 
written “index”, she was able to show them the signatures 
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Our Condolences to the Friends and Family of… 

Gladys M. Farley, who passed away peacefully  September 21, 2011 at McAuley Manor, Hornell,  on her 
94th Birthday.  Gladys  retired in 1979 from the former A&P Markets, after  27 years of service. She enjoyed 
the outdoors, gardening, flowers and photography.  She was a long-time member of the Almond Historical 
Society, working at the Strawberry Festival and in the archives room, where she assisted Helene Phelan by 
clipping newspaper articles for the family files.   She lived on the Hornell-Almond road all her life, and when 
it came time for this editor to put together the story of the building of the Almond Dam in the late 1940s, 

Gladys provided valuable information,  
drawing maps and diagrams, indicating 
the original location of roads, bridges and 
homes.  (See AHS newsletter June 2001 
and Sept 2001 for Almond Dam project 
stories) She also took us on a tour, 
pointing out where houses were moved to 
make way for the dam construction.  
Gladys was a proud member of the Class 
of 1935, Almond High School where she 
was salutatorian.  In 2005, she and three 
of her classmates were honored on the 
70th anniversary of their graduation at the 
annual Alfred Almond Alumni 
Association banquet.   

Four 70-year graduates of Almond High 
School stand in front of the limo that brought them to the Roaring 20’s reunion, July 23, 2005:  Gladys 
Preston Farley, Carolyn Davison Beard, Irene Hunt Glover, and Rheubena Potter Knapp. 

 

Recent Visitors to the Hagadorn House Cont… 

of their grandparents! 

Then we went upstairs where the AHS clothing collection is stored.  
From a card file box, she found the name of their grandmother, Eva 
Lena (Haskell) Hopkins, and the location of her wedding dress, 
stored in one of the large archival-safe garment boxes.    What a 
thrill it was to watch them take off the cover and find, carefully 
placed between layers of acid-free tissue paper, her ivory silk blouse 
and lavender and cream- striped two-piece dress, ca. 1900s. The 
men carefully took the dress out and held it up in front of John’s 
wife.  It was, to me, a loving and sweet moment, as we thought of a 
very special day when their maternal grandmother married Frank 
Hopkins.  Eva and Frank’s offspring were John and Dick’s mother, 
Juliette Hopkins, who married Carl Crandall Hopkins; Bob Hopkins, 
who married Irene Hunt Hopkins; and Lucille Hopkins, who 
married Charles Brokaw first, then Dorr Burr. 

I was so proud of our AHS volunteers – past and present – who have 
worked diligently to preserve our history and the treasures that 
families have donated to us for safekeeping.   



 12  

Inside this Issue… 
 

∗ Hagadorn House Expansion Project Underway 

∗ Let’s Go Back in Time 

∗ Ray Hanks As Remembered By Lee Mosher 

∗ The Ferrin Monument 

∗ You Grew Up in Almond If… 
 
And Much more about everyone’s favorite  
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